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tion or superintendence of green-houses or experiments in 
agricultural or horticultural science. 


So that the clause will read: 
Tor collection of agriculiural statistics, investigations 
for promoting agriculture and rural economy, and the pro 


curement and distribution of cuttings and seeds, $60,000 : 
Provided, however, That in the expenditure of this appro- 


priation, and especially in the selection of cuttings and 
ds for distribution, due regard shall be had to the pur- 
poses of genecal cultivation and the encouragement of the 


agricultural and rural interests of all parts of the United 
ind provided further, &c. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Lask whether this amend- 
mentis in order? It changes the existing law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inquire 
of the gentleman from Ohio, whether, by existing 
laws, the cuttings and shrubs are required to be 
kept in this particular place, or whether that gar- 
den exists In conseque nce of law? 

Mr. SHERMAN. ¢ have no objection myself 
to the amendment if the gentleman from Indiana 
reports it from a committee, orif he has examined 
the “ey et. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Treport it from no committee. 
I offer the ame ndment on my own responsibility. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I withdraw my pointoforder. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I do not desire to discuss 
this proposition. Tunderstand thata portion of the 
appropemtion made last year, and former years, 
has been expended in the erection of green- houses 
on the public property within the limits of this 
city; and I also understand that the results of the 
experiments thus far made have not been very 
beneficial to the country. I believe that any gen- 
tleman Who has given attention to this matter will 
be satisfied that so much of the appropriation as is 
withdrawn from the general purposes of agricul- 
ture, and devoted to agricultural science, is very 
badiy appropriated indeed. 

Mr. CAREY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to make 
a fc w remarks on this subject. I have paid some 
littie attention to these matters since I have been 
ame wae rofthis House. I have beena member 
of the Agricultural Committee, and have had fre- 
quent intercourse with the department on the sub- 
j ct. 1 am satisfied that many things have been 
attempted to be effected in these gardens that have 
heen perfectly useless; but, at the same time, I 
think that this amendment goes entirely too far. 
The position which the Government of the Uni- 
ted States can occupy in regard to agricultural 
science 1s a very important one, if its power be 
prope rly directed. It is well known that I tried 
here last year to have an alteration effected in the 
present organization of that department. But if 
you forbid the making of any experiments in re- 
gard to agricultural science, you thereby defeat 
the whole policy of the Gove ‘rnment in that re- 
spect. ‘These agricultural statistics, andthe aid 
of the Government heretofore given, may be of 
great value to the country; for there are —_ 


Srutes : 


questions of abstruse science relating, to agricu 
ture which ean be better solved by ‘the Govern- 
ment, through its ministers and consuls abroad, 
anin any other way. I know that agricultural 
ence has been too much neglected by the Gov- 
ernment, and attention has been turned to mere 
namental horticulture. Still, | think that this 
amendment ought not to be passed without some 
further reflection; for, if it be adopted, I do not 
know to what practical use the ap propriation will 
be applied. It is well known by every practical 
farmer in the country that we have no varieties of 
Wheat calculated to last in any particular latitude 
lor more than five, six, eight, or ten years 
une HOLMAN. Will the gentleman indulge 
by stating as to what use he understands this 
on agating garde n to be now applied? Itiscer- 
tainty not applie d to the purpose of testing the 
Varisus quaiities of wheat and grain, but to en- 
tir Mt by iffe rent objects. 
CAREY. That is not the point I am dis- 
Ci an but I think the amendment goes too far 
= - it prohibits the making of e ‘xpe riments. 
- HOLMAN. The object of my amend- 
ntis that no part of the $60,000 appropriated 


‘ibe applied toerecting green-houses or making 
experiments. - 


22 


ae 
shal 


| that the only plants propagat 


Mr. CAREY. I was saying that it is well 
known to the practical farmers of the country that 
we have not such varieties of wheat as are calcu- 
lated to last more than from five to twenty years 
withoutdeterioration. Weare dependent on for- 
eign countries for our seeds; and we have the 
advantage, through the General Government, of 
having information through our and 
agents abroad as to the effect on seeds of varieties 
of soil and ppents. There are some philosoph- 
ic al prin ‘ipl sc 
which can be Ri tter : dise »vered in this than in any 
other way. And if you prohibit the making of 
experiments, you might as well cease altogether 
to make ap preps iations for the benefit of agricul- 
tural science The Government of the United 
States can, ean its organization abroad, ob- 
tain advantages with a great deal less expense 
thi in any of the States eould; and the information 
thus attains d is more ¢ asily spre ad over the whole 
count try. For these reasons I am opposed to the 
amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I trust I will be indulged 
with a single remark, so that.there may be no 
tha ie hension on this question. | ce ieaiiuae 
that the botanic garden is the one west of this 

Capitol, under the superintendence of Mr. Smith, 
a very intelligent gentleman; and it is said to be 
admirably conducted. It is not proposed to in- 
terfere with that at all. The object is only to 
prevent the establishment of another institution 


consuls 


for the propagation of plants; one under a differ- | 


ent superintendent and different management, and 
for which no specific appropriation 1s or has been 
made. I want to prevent the establishment of any 


ected with the culture of wheat | 


such institution under the Department of the In- | 


terior without action on the subject by Congress. 
The last appropriation for agricultural purposes 
was $60,000, and for the preceding year $49,000, 
portions of which, I understand, have been ap- 
plied of late years to the purposes of this prop- 
agating establishme nt. understand 

actual inspection of that establishment will show 
ed are varieties of 


| cacti, varieties of Syrian locust, and others of a 


like character. I think I can say to gentlemen 


that an | 


with great confidence that not one plant is being | 


propagated in the oe ae it is proposed to 
abolish which is of any > to any considerable 
portion of the American rr ople. The design is 
to make it a fancy establishment, and not that it 
shall be devoted to any substantial rood for the 
interests of agriculture. Iam satisfied, if gentle- 
men thought proper to investigate the subject, 
that they would not, after such investigation, 
agree thatany portion of the appropri ution should 
be diverted from its legitimate object to keeping 
up this propagating garden. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move to insert in place 
of the words *‘ botanic aul garden,’’ the words ** the 
President’s grounds.’’ 

Mr. Chairman, for a period now of the largest 
part of twenty years, ever since Mr. Ellsworth 
had the charge of the Patent Office, the operations 
of that department of the Government have, I 


| think, been of essential service in advancing the 


| ment by the reports made by Mr 


agricultural interests of the country. My atten- 
tion was called to the operations of that depart- 
Elisworth. I 
remember the first one I saw was when I hap- 


| pened to be in the State of lowa, many years ago. 


I have paid some attention to the subject from 
that time untilnow. This appropriation provides 
for collecting agricultural statistics, for iInvestiga- 


| tions for promotingagricultureand rural economy, 


and for the procurement and distribution of cut- 
tings and seeds. In the course of rex operations 
understand that the office has appropriated a 
I understand that the office | priated 
- ce of ground, to be used for the purpone of prac- 
tical experiments. I have been in those grounds 
on several occasions. If there were any cacti 
there, or, indeed, a single cactus, I do not remem- 
ber it. Still, sir, there may have been many there. 


I arn unwilling to interfere with the operations of 
I think that they have been of 


that department. 
much advantage 
they have 


to the country. It may be that 


notalways becn judicious. Possibly | 


they may not have always been under th 
agement of the wisest and the b 
1 am willing to trust the incoming AdMinistrati n, 
coming, as it does, from an eminently rural 
tion of the country, to place the Patent Office wader 
the charge and control of the men who will pro- 
mote the real agricultural interest of the Union. 

I am therefore unwilling that a radical chanee 
shall be introduced, like that which is proposed 
by my friend from Indiana. I think we had bet- 
ter try the operations of this garden for one year 
longer. Then, if, on investigation by the Com 
mittee on Kodeias, fe turns out to be injudicious 
and improper, the gentleman will find no more 
zealous advocate of his reform than he will find 
in me if I should happen to be here to codperate 
with him. For these reasons L oppose the amend 
ment of the gentleman from Indiana; and having 
said what I wish to say, | withdraw the amend- 
ment [ have offered. 

The question was taken on Mr. 
amendment; and it was disagreed to. 

‘ For the preservation of the collections of the exploring 


and surveying expeditions of the Government, and the 
construction of suitable cases to receive said collections, 


man- 
tmen. But, sir, 


nore 


Horman’s 


$6,000.” 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move to insert after the 
word ‘ preservation,’’ the words, ‘‘ and distribu- 
tion.”? There are duplicates for distribution to 
colleges. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

For surveving the public lands and private land claims 
in New Mexico, $10,000. 

Mr. OTERO. I move to increase the 
priation to $15,000. 

Mr. Chairman, $15,000, and not 410,000, is the 
estimate of the proper Department for this service. 
There is great probability that a great deal of 
a y ing will have to be done on the Territory 

New Mexico during the coming spring and 
summer. A large emigration has gone into that 


appro- 


Territory, and that emigration promises to con- 
tinue and to increase. ‘There is a large emivra- 
tion from the Pike’s Peak region. ‘They would 


like to have the public lands surveyed, in order 
that they may take it up and enter upon its culti- 
vation. For that purpose, | think that $15,000 is 
asum not too large. On the contrary, L think it 
is hardly enough. During the last Congress, 
something like forty private land claims were 
confirmed. Of that number, under the appropri- 
ation made at the last session, of $10,000, only 
three or four of them have been surveyed. ‘The 
amount was not sufficient to provide for survey- 
ing all of them. I ask, now, that $15,000, and 
not $10,000, be appropriated ‘Ge the next fiseal 
year. ‘The estimate is $15,000; but the Commit- 
teeof Waysand Means have reduced it to $10,000. 
I hope that my amendment to increase the amount 
will be agreed to, 

Mr.QUARLES. I hope, Mr. Chairman, that 
the amendment will not be adopted. The 
mittee of Ways and M: are have not made a re- 
duction in the estimates for New Mexico and left 
the others untouched. ‘They have also reduced 
the estimated amount for California from $30,000 
to $20,000. The appropriation last year for New 
Mexico was only $10,000. [ do not see any reason 
why we should iner ase oe recommended 
by the Committee of Ways and Means. ‘There 
scems tohave beena pro rata reduction on all these 
estimates. 

Mr. OTERO. I move, pro forma, to strike out 
the words ** public lands,”’ and to insert, in licu 
thereof, the words, ** private land claims.”’ 

Mr. Chairman, last year the estimated amount 
was $20,000; but the Committee of Ways and 
Means reduced it to $10,000, on account of the 
financial difficulties of the country. The surveyor 
general of New Mexico, in order to carry out his 
surveys, has submitted an estimate for $60,000. 
The Department reduced that estimate to $15,000; 
and now the Committee of Waysand Means have 
further reduced it to $10,000. Why ts it that re- 
duction is made on the estimates for the Territory 
of New Mexico, and not on the estimates for 


Kansas and Nebraska? Why is it necessary to 


Com- 





* 


Pecate,. 


NATION i GOO 8 te rege tain 


i: 2 
i 
¥ 
. 
% 
if 


~ 


ere 


- 


~— 


ae 


er -s » 
ee ed ee ee eee 





308 


strike at a ‘lerritory advancing in population and 
prosperity, and needing these surveys, as New 
Mexico does? If you intend to admit her into 
the Union asa State, as that seems the plan of 
compromise agreed upon, the United States sur- 
veys ought to be carried on. The emigration 
there demand that they should not be dimimished 
or suspended. The private land claims ought to 
be separat@l from the public lands. 

This appropriation of $10,000 is not enough 
for the surveys that are required. Why, sir, un- 
less you make a sufficient appropriation, you 
might as well abolish the office of surveyor gen- 
eral altogether. It takes more to keep him and 
his clerk in the Territory than it does to survey 
the land. If the surveys are to be ean 
then the committee ought to adopt my amend- 
ment. It provides the sum estimated by the De- 
partment, I do not really see what reason there 
can be to re duce the cstimate for New Mexico, 
and not reduce that for Kansas and Nebraska. 
There is more land surveyed in these Territories 
than there is in New Mexico; and the emigration 
to New Mexico is double that to Kansas and Ne- 
braska. ‘The settlers in the northern part of New 
Mexico are from the western States, and they 
demand that the lands shall be surveyed, so that 
they may locate them. I hope my amendment 
will be agreed to. 

Mr. QUARLES. The gentleman is mistaken 
in one respect. ‘There has been a pro rata reduc- 
tion on the estimates for California. Thirty 
thousand dollars was the estimate, and only 
$20,000 is provided for in the bill. The estimate 
for New Mexico was $15,000, and that is reduced 
to $10,000. It seems, however, that there is no 
reduction in the case of Kansas and Nebraska. 
W hen that appropriation is reached, any gentle- 
man can move to reduce it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means have appropriated the same sum tor 
New Mexico that was appropriated last year. 
No more was asked for Kansas and Nebraska 
than was appropriated in the previous bill. 

Mr. OTERO withdrew the amendment to the 
amendment. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Orero’s 
amendment; and it was not agree d to. 


 — ee 


The following clause being under consideration, 

For surveying the public lands in Washington Territory, 
at the rates now authorized by law, $15,000, 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, said: I move 
to amend that clause by striking out ** $15,000,”’ 
and inserting ** $20,000.’ [ move this amend- 
ment because $20,000 is the estimate of the De- 
partment, and I would ask the committee to re- 
store that estimate. It is much less than the sum 
recommended by the surveyor general of that 
Territory. 
but inasmuch as the estimates of the Department 
are a very great reduction of the estimates of the 
surveyor general, and inasmuch as the appro- 
priation has been very small fora period of years; 
and indeed, inasmuch as for several years there 
were no appropriations, | hope my amendment 
will be adopted. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


The following clause being under consideration, 

lor preparing the unfinished records of public and private 
surveys, to be transferred to the State authorities, under the 
provisions of the act of l2th of June, 1840, in those dis- 
tricts where the surveys are about being completed, per act 
of 22d of January, 1855, $8,800, 

Mr. QUARLES said: I rise merely for the 
purpose of asking a question of the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, for informa- 
tion. This clause is rather indefinite, and the 
amount appropriated seems to be very large. I 
desire to know what the records are which are 
required to be kept and preserved at an expense 
of $8,800? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


I will not enlarge upon this matter; | 


Under the law referred to | 


in the bill, copies of certain records of surveys | 


are required to be transferred to the State author- 
ities of certain States. 

Mr. QUARLES. Is this item estimated for 
by the Department, and was it supposed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to have been 
properly estimated? Did the Committee suppose 
that the preparing and filing of these papers would 
cost $8,000 a year? 

Mr. SHERMAN. The estimate of the Depart- 
ment was $8,800, and the committee could not see 
that it was too much 


| and $500 for the land offices. 


| year ending the 30th of June, 


Mr. QUARLES. I move to amend by strik- |! 


ing out *eight’’ and inserting in lieu thereof, 
‘*four;’’ so as to make the amount $4,800. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. PORTER. 


additional section: 


I offer the following as an 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there be, and is 
hereby, appropriated in like manner, for the purpose of 
compicting and providing the proper furniture for the pew 
court-house and post office at Indianapolis, Indiana, the 
sum of $0,000. 


Mr. MAYNARD. As this isan old acquaint- 
ance, I raise a point of order upon it. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I submit that the amend- 
ment is strictly in order under the rule. It is to 
provide for a continuation of a public work, and 
for furnishing a Government building in Indian- 
apolis. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must overrule 
the point of order raised by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, as the amendment isfor the contin- 
uation of an improvement already authorized by 
law. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
the contrary upon this very point, and I believe 
the present Chairman decided it. 


We have a precedent to | 


Mr. PORTER. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say 


a few words in supportof the amendment which 
I have offered. The Government has about com- 
pleted, at Indianapolis, ata cost of near one hun- 
dred and twenty-five thousand dollars, a building 
for the accommodation of the Federal courts 
which hold their sessions there, the post office, 
and the land offices. No provision has been made 
for supplying the building with the furniture need- 
ful to fitit for occupancy. The Secretary of the 
Treasury, in a letter which I hold in my hand, 
states that $5,000 will be required to provide the 
necessary furniture, 

The cireuit and district courts of the United 
States, for the district of Indiana, hold their ses- 
sions at Indianopolis only; the only distributing 


post office of the State is there; and the land offices | 


of the State have been consolidated into two, and 
are located there. 
amount of furniture required, properly to supply 
the building. 


. . 
I mention this to show the | 


The Government is now paying, in the way of | 
rents, $900 per annum for a building for the post | 
office, $200 for the marshal’s and clerk’s offices, | 


The State is also 
setting up a claim for rent for apartments fur- 
nished for the use of the Federal courts. ‘These 
expenses will be saved hereafter, by the passage 
of the pending amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN moved that the committee | 


rise, and report the bill to the House. 
The motion was agreed to. 


So the committee rose; and the Speaker hav- | 
ing resumed the chair, Mr. Burnett reported | 
that the Commitiee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union had, according to order, had the Union 


generally under consideration, and particularly | 


la bill (HH. R. No. 895) making appropriations for 


sundry civil expenses of the Government for the 
1862, and had di- 
rected him to report the same to the House, with 
sundry amendments, and with a recommendation 
that they do pass. 

Mr.SHERMAN. 
necticut, [Mr. Loomis,]} I believe, desires to offer 
his amendment in reference to marine hospitals. 
With the understanding that that amendment is 
vending, I call the previous question upon the 
bin and amendments. 

The several amendments recommended by the 
committee were agreed to in gross, with the ex- 
ception of the following; upon which separate 
votes were asked: 

First amendment: 

Page 1, line eleven, strike out “ $100,000,’ and insert 


| «6 gore ;’? so that the clause will read: 


“or continuing the survey of the Atlantic and Gulf coast 
survey of the United States, (including compensation of 


The gentleman from Con- 


| civilians engaged in the work, and excluding pay and emol- | 
uments of officers of the Army and Navy, and petty officers | 
| and men of the Navy employed on the work,) $259,000. 


Mr. QUARLES demanded the yeas and nays 


on the amendment; and also called for tellers on || 
| his amendment. 


the yeas and nays. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McKean || 


and QUARLES Were appointed. 
The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes thirty-six, noes not counted. 
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So the yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 41, nays 101; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Aldrich, Alley, Ashtey  Boenet 
Brayton, Buffinton, Burch, Burnham, Carter, Cobury ion 
Cochrane, Dawes, Duell, Edwards, Eliot, Floreyer’ P 
ter, French, Garnett, Gooch, Graham, Uindman. lu - 
Humphrey, DeWitt C. Leach, Longnecker, Marstoy, iy 
Knight, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Perry, Rice, Sich 
Stanton, Stout, Tappan, ‘Train, Waldron, Webster ... 
W oodruff—41. co. 
NAYS--Messrs. Green Adams, William C. 


i 


Ande reo 


Avery, Babbitt, Barret, Beale, Bingham, Blair, pi 
Bouligny, Branch, Brown, Burnett, Butterfield. Carey 
John B. Clark, Clemens, Cobb, Colfax, Covode, Cox Da’ 


vidson, John G. Davis, De Jarnette, Edgerton, Edmund 
son, Ely, English, Etheridge, Fouke, Gartre}|, G "ge 
Grow, Hale, Hall, Hardeman, John 'T. Harris, Hatton, Het’ 
mick, Hill, Hoard, Holman, William Howard, Irvine 


Jones, Junkiu, Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, | a 
rabee, James M. Leach, Lee, Logan, Loomis, Loy, ae 


Mallory, Charles D. Martin, Maynard, MeKenty. MePher. 
son, Montgomery, Laban 'T’. Moore, Sydenham Moors 
Moorhead, Niblack, Nixon, Noell, Palmer, Pengdjero,, 
Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Porter, Pottle, Pryor, Quay s. Bd 
win R. Reynolds, Riggs, Royce, Sedgwick, Sherpa, : Wil 
liam N. H. Smith, Spaulding, Spinner, Stevens, William 
Stewart, Stokes, Thayer, Tompkins, Trimble, Val\aydio 
ham, Vance, Van Wyek, Verree, Wade, Walton, Elliin 
B.Washburne, Wells, Whiteley, Wilson, and Wright—10! 

So the amendment was not agreed to, 

During the call, 

Mr. HINDMAN said: [ am one of those who 
have always opposed appropriations of this ehar- 
acter, upon grounds of justice and expediency 
but upon the present occasion It Ismy purpose to 
assist gentlemen upon the opposite side in bank 
rupting, as soon as possible, a Government whose 
purse and powers are soon to be used for the suly- 
jugation of my brethren of the South. 

‘6 ay ” 

Mr. TRAIN stated that he was paired off with 
Mr. Kunxex upon all political questions; but not 
considering this as in that category, he would vote 
“ec , 29 oie 

ay. 

Mr. COX stated that his colleague, Mr. Attey, 
was called home by the death of his child. 

Mr. LEAKE and Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia, 
severally announced that, had they been within 
the Hall when their names were called, they would 
have voted ** no.”’ 

Mr. McKNIGHT stated that Mr. Mittwanp 
had paired off wit: Mr. Hawkuss until Tuesday 
next. 

rn 

ihe vote was announced as above recorded. 

Second amendment: 

Page 3, strike out lines thirty-eightto forty-six inclusive, 
as follows: “ Provided, That the Secretary ot the Treas 
ury is hereby authorized to rent either of the several marin 


| Vote 


hospitals to the proper authorities of the cities, towns, or 
counties in which said hospitals are located, and contract 
with such authorities for the relief of the sick and disvbled 
seamen entitied to relief under the act of 3d of May, 1-02; 


and in cases of infectious diseases, to make such regulations 
for their relief as he deems expedient ;”’ and insert, in lieu 
hereof, the following: 

Provided, That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby 
authorized to lease or rent, fora term not exceeding 
years, either of the marine hospitals, (where the w 
number of seamen admitted to such hospitals during the 
last three years shall not have averaged fity per year, aud 
where a saving of money may be made to the Gove! 
and without detriment to the seamen entitled to relie!,) (0 
the proper authorities of cities, towns, or counties, oF 1 
private individuals, or associations, where such hosp tals 
are located, and to contract with such authorities, individ 
uals, or associations, forthe relief of such sick and disabled 
seamen entitled to relief under any laws of the United 
States now in force; and in eases of infectious diseases to 
make such regulations for their relief as he deems expedi 
ent. 7 

The first 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The & 
question will be upon the amendment offer d ny 
the gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr. Loomis) 
if | understand it. If that is voted down, then 


; ' : toast 
' the question will be on the amendment reported 


by the Committee of the Whole on the state 0! 
the Union, to strike out the proviso in the ori- 
ginal bill. Am I right? 

The SPEAKER. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. SHERMAN. In order to save a vote, l 
suggest that, by unanimous consent, the proviso 
reported by the Committee of Ways and Means 
be stricken out and that proposed by the gente- 
man from Connecticut be substituted for 1. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. We had 
better take the usual course. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well. 

Mr. LOOMIS demanded the yeas and nays 0" 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The 
Messrs. Stevens, of Pennsylvania, and Craié, 0 
Missouri. 
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The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes twelve; noes not counted. 
“So the amendment was disagreed to. 


The question recurred on the amendment re- 
ported by the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union—and on which a separate vote 
had been demanded—to strike out the following 
proviso in the original bill: 

« Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
authorized to rent either of the several marine hospitals to 
the proper authorities of the cities, towns, or counties in 
which said hospitals are located, and contract with such 
autborities for the relief of the sick and disabled seamen 
entitled to relief under thie act of 3d of May, 1802; and in 
ease of infectious diseases, to make such regulations for 
their relief as he deems expedient.” 

Mr. SHERMAN demanded the yeas and nays 
on the amendment; and called for tellers on the 
yeas and nays. 

” Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire the 
House to understand thatif this amendment shall 
be agreed to, these marine hospitals will remain 
as they now are; and sick and disabled seamen 
will be taken care of, as at present, by the Gov- 
ernment, and not be farmed out as paupers. 

Mr SHERMAN. I! object to debate. 

Tellers were ordered on the amendment; and 
Messrs. Matiory and Exy were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 78, noes 46. 

‘So the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time; and, being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. GARNETT demanded the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The bill was passed. 

Mr. SHERMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bilf was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

, PROPOSITION TO ADJOURN OVER. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
is generally called a privileged motion. I move 
that when the House adjourns to-day, it adjourn 
to meet on Monday next. 

Tellers were ordered on the motion;and Messrs. 
Houston and Spavu.pine were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes forty-two, noes not counted. 

So the motion was disagreed to. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


[ rise to make what I believe | 


I rise for the purpose of | 


moving that the House resolve itself into the | 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
but, before submitting that motion, I move that 
the naval appropriation Lill be made the speciad 
order. 

Mr. GARNETT. I rise to oppose the motion 
of the gentleman from Ohio. Ido not mean to 
debate 1t, but merely to ask a question in regard 
toit. Every appropriation bill thus far has been 
made a special order,and noopportunity has been 
given for general debate in the House. I saw it 
announced in the papers, the other day, that it is 
the determination of the party of which the gen- 
tleman is the leader that there shall be no general 
debate in this House. 
if he feels himself at liberty to state it, whether 
that course is to be pursued in regard to all the 


bills, or whether the minority upon this side of | 


the House are to be allowed an opportunity of 
presenting their views on the present state of the 
country ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


I answered that question 
the other day. 


I believe nobody in this House 


I shall be glad to know, | 


called, will be pressed without allowing oppor- 
tunity for general debate ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. TI understand that it was 
agreed that that bill should be debated; at least, 
my colleague, {Mr. Brxeuam,] who reported the 
bill said that 1t would be debated. 
this, that after the Army and Navy appropria- 
tion bills have passed the House, I shall line 
nothing further to present to the House, and shall 
be disposed, so far as I am concerned, to allow 
general debate. 


Mr. HARDEMAN, (at three o’clock, p.m.) | 


As we are going to meet to-morrow, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 


STATE OF THE COUNTRY. 
Mr. FLORENCE. Before the House adjourns, 


I ask the privilege of presenting a memorial from | 
ciuzens of Philadelphia signed by men of all 


political parties—Democrats, Republicans, and 
Union men or national Americans. It is very 
numerously signed, and I think it ought to have 
the consideration of this body. I do not care 
about having it printed, but 1 will move that it be 
referred to the committee of thirty-three. 

Mr. BURNETT. 


anything to the committee of thirty-three. 


Mr. FLORENCE. Then I trust it may have |} § , : ; . wha ; ; 
: || field, Carey, Clemens, Cobb, Coburn, Colfax, Covode, Cox, 


the consideration of this body. ‘The petition is 
very short, and asks the consideration of the Crit- 
tenden resolutions. It is from men of all parties 
in the city of Philadelphia, [Cries of ‘*Order!”’ 
Order!’’}) Assuch, I presentit and ask that the 


I object to the reference of | 


will say | 





sacred rightof petition may be at least accorded to | 


my people, 


Mr. LONGNECKER. LIeall the gentleman to | 


order. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made to the 
reference of the petition to the committee of thirty- 
three. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then I ask that it may 
simply be read. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
printed. 

Mr. LONGNECKER. 
to order. 

The SPEAKER. The petition may be pre- 
sented under the rules. That is all that can be 
done with it. 

Mr. HARDEMAN. 

The SPEAKER. 


in order. 


I object. 
I desire that it may be 


I call the gentleman 


Is my motion in order? 
The motion to adjourn is 


Then it cannot be received. | 





Mr. HARDEMAN. Thenthe gentleman from | 


Pennsylvania is clearly out of order. 
Mr. FLORENCE. ‘The situation in which the 


country finds itself at this me has prompted the | 


citizens of Philadelphia to ask that their voice | 


may be heard in the councils of the nation; [loud 


shouts of ‘* Order!”’ “*Order!’’} and in fulfilling | 
my duty to them to-day, I present this paper. | 


[Renewed cries of ‘* Order!’’| 
The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
motion to adjourn; and no debate is in order. 
Mr. BURNETT. Before that motion is put, 


| I desire to know if the memorial has been re- 
| ceived ? 


has ever resolved to cut off general debate; but I | 


believe I can say that it is the general desire upon 
this side of the House to pass the ordinary appro- 


priation bills as speedily as possible, and send | 


them to the Senate, and then to allow debate upon 
the reportof the committee of thirty-three, or upon 
any subject whatever. 
Navy bills will be sent to the Senate before we 
commence general debate. That is all I desire. 
Mr.GARNETT. If the gentleman will allow 
me, I will ask him whether, if the appropriation 
Ms are passed, he will press no other bills for 


ecuon without general debate? whether, for in- || 


The SPEAKER 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


It has not. 


| Mr. QUARLES. 


| 
| 
| 


A message was received from the Senate by | 


Mr. Hickey, its chief Clerk, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed, without amendment, 
House bill for the relief of Hockaday & Liggit. 
ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
The question was taken on the motion to ad- 


journ; and it was not agreed to. 
I move that when the | 


Mr. CRAWFORD. 


| House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday 


| voted down. 


I hope the Army and i) 


next. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


The SPEAKER. The motion is in order, if 
the gentleman insists on it. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Ido. There is no urgent 
necessity for our veing in session to-morrow. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL—-AGAIN. 


The question recurred on Mr. SHernman’s mo- 
tion to make the naval appropriation bill a special 


order in the Committee of the Whole on the state || Pendergast on the pension roll at the rate of eight 


Stance, the force bill, as I believe it is gencrally || of the Union. 


That motion has just been | 
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Mr. CRAWFORD demanded the yeas and 


| Nays. 


Mr. BURNETT. I think it must be obvious 
to the gentleman from Ohio that the course which 
he proposes, of making all the appropriation bille 
Special orders, will postpone general debate for 
twoorthree weeks. [ hope, therefore, the House 
will refuse to make this a special order. 

Mr. SHERMAN. We can pass these two 
appropriation bills—the Army and Navy—to-day 
and to-morrow; and next we can have 
debate. 


Mr. GARNETT. 


ceneral 


The gentleman from Ohio 


| is very much mistaken, if he supposes we can 


| 


i/*might as well rise now. 


get through them in that time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then it is the more im port- 
ant that we should go on to-day and get through 
all the work we can. 

Mr. COX. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on Mr. Sier- 
MAN’s motion. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 103, nays 36; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, William 
C. Anderson, Ashley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Biair, 
Blake, Brayton, Buflinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Butter 


John G. Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Edgerton, Edwatds, 
Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, Foster, Fouke, Frank, French, 
Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, John T. Harrie, 
Hatton, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Holman, Hutchins, 
Irvine, Junkin, Kenyon, Kilgore, Larrabee, DeWitt C. 
Leach, Lee, Logan, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mars 
ton, Charles D. Martin, McKean, MeKenty, McKnight, 
MePherson, Moorhead, Edward Joy Morris, Nixon, Olin, 
Palmer, Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, Peyton, Porter, Potue, 
Edwin R. Reynolds, Rice, Riggs, James C. Robinson, 
Royce, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, Stokes, ‘Tompkins, 
Train, Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, 
Waldron, Walton, Ellihu b. Washburne, Webster, Wells, 
and Woodrutl—1!03. 

NAYS—Measrs. Avery, Bocock, Branch, Brown, Bur 
nett, John B. Clark, John Cochrane, Crawford, De Jarnette, 
Edmundson, English, Florence, Garett, Gartreil, Hill, 
Hindman, William Howard, Jenkins, Jones, Kunkel, Lan 
drum, Leake, Elbert S. Martin, Maynard, Montgomery, 
Niblack, Noell, Pryor, Quarles, Reagan, Rust, Simms, 
William N. I]. Smith, Stevenson, Vance, and Wright—w6. 

So the naval appropriation bill was made the 
special order in the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move now that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

ry” ° 

The motion was acreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Cotrax if the 
chair,) and proceeded to the consideration, as a 
special order, of House bill No. 914, making 
appropriations for the naval service for the year 
ending 30th June, 1862. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, 


the first reading of the bill will be dispensed with, 


‘| and the bill will be read by clauses for amend- 


| ment. 

I object. 

The bill was read a first time. 

| Mr.SHERMAN. I suppose the committee 
I make that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Cotrax reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had had under consideration, as a special order, 
House bill No. 914, making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending 30th June, 1862, 
and had come to no conclusion thereon. 


JEREMIAI PENDERGAST. 


Mr. BURNETT. Iask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to discharge the Committee of 
the Whole House from the further consideration 
of Senate bill No. 144, for the relief of Jeremiah 


| Pendergast, of the District of Columbia, and put 


it upon its passage. It is a very meritorious bill, 
being for the benefit of an old soldier, who is 
lying sick, and suffering from want, in this city. 

There being no objection, the Committee of the 
Whole House was discharged from the further 


| consideration of the bill; and the House pro- 


ceeded to consider it. The bill directs the Seere- 
tary of the Interior to place the name of Jeremiah 


i| dollars per month, from the 4th September, 1656, 
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and to pay him that sum during his natural life, 


which he is now entitled by law. 

‘lhe bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
i third fine sand being engrosst d, it Was accord- 
ingly read the third ume, and passed. 


Mr. BURNETT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill w passed; and also moved to 
mouon to reconsider on the table. 

‘The latter motion was agreed to. 
SUTTON M. YOUNG, 
Mr. COBB. 


1 ‘ 
the Committce 


l appeal to the House to discharge 
of the Whole House from the 
furtherconsideration of House bill No. 333, grant- 
ing an invalid pension to Sutton M. Young, and 
to place it upon its passage. 

Mr. LEAKE. I object; and move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 

And there upon the House (at half past three 
o’clock, p. m.) adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, January 12, 1861. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurney. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate will 
come to order. The Secretary will read the 48th 
rule of the Senate. 

‘The Secretary read it, as follows: 

‘48. No person shall be admitted to the floor of the Sen- 
ate, while in session, except as follows, viz: The officers 
of the Senate, members of the House of Representatives 
and their Clerk, the President of the United States and his 
Private Secretary, the heads of Departments, foreign min 
isters, ex Presidents and ex-Vice Presidents of the United 
States, ex-Senators, Senators elect, and judges of the Su 
preme Court.” 

Mr. CAMERON, 
dispensed with. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
from Pennsylvania pause a moment? This isa 
rule of the Senate, which has been usually en- 
forced. Under the peculiar circumstances that 
surround us, there has been some relaxation of 
it recently, but not by the connivance of the Pre- 
siding Ofiicer of the body, or by his order. It is 
perfectly manifest that it is impossible to proceed 
with business, unless this rule be enforced. In 
obedience to his duty as Presiding Officer, and at 
the re quest of many Senators this morning, un- 
less the unanimous consent of the Senate be given, 
it is the painful duty of the Chair to request that 
those upon the floor, who do not come within 
this rule, shall withdraw. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I object. 

Mr. PEARCE. There is objection. 
ends it. 

Mr. HALE. I want to inquire, as a matter of 
practice under that rule, whether it has not been 
i ld to apply to the lobbies and entries leading 
from one part of the Chamber to another. | 
found some practical inconvenience this morning 
in endeavoring to get from the Chamber to the 
Secretary’s office. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Of course it in- 
cludes all the avenues from the Senate. 

Mr. CAMERON. I hope this rule will be 
dispensed with to-day. We have been in the 
habit of overlooking it very often, and I think 
that so far at leastas the ladies are concerned, 
we ought to make no objection to their presence. 
l‘or many years past, on occasions when distin- 
guished Senators on either side have addressed 
the Senate on subjects interesting to the country, 
we have permitted ladies to come inside of the 
Chamber. I found no inconvenience in coming 
m this morning, and I came by the usual route. 
I found there a great many graceful and beautiful 
women. That was no inconvenience; but grat- 
ified me, and did me good. I move that the rule, 
so far as ladies are concerned, be dispensed with 
to-day. | hope there will be no ebjection. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. It would have been convenient 
to ihe crowd, perhaps, to do this before; but it 
has never been asked, | think, and I am sure 
would never have been granted by the Senate; 
certainly not by me. 1 object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The rule can only 
be suspended by unanimous consent. 
unanimous consent to the suspension of the rule? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I said, no, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair did not 


I move that that rule be 


That 


in lieu of the pension (four dollars per month) to 


Is there | 


THE 


Chair respectfully requests those on the floor who 
do not come within this rule to withdraw. 

Mr. CAMERON. May not the rule be dis- 
sensed with by a vote of the Senate ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It cannot be done. 
The Chair hopes that the gentlemen on the floor 
who do not come within the rule, will very 
promptly withdraw. 

Afteran interval of seven minutes, during which 
the floor was partially cleared of persons not 
entitled to admission under the rule— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
mittees, and other persons connected with the Sen- 
ate, and all other persons who do not come within 
the rule of the Senate, must leave the floor. The 
Chair will not allow the Journal to be read until 
the rule is carried out thoroughly on the whole 
of this floor, including the cloak-rooms, and the 
passage in the rear. 

The floor having been cleared of unauthorized 
persons, at twenty-two minutes past twelve 
o’clock, 

The VICE PRESIDENT called the Senate 


to order, and ordered the Secretary to read the 


| Journal. 
The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. | 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
The VICE PRESIDENT signed the enrolled 
bill (HL. R. No. 693) for the relief of Richard C. 


Martin, which: had heretofore received the signa- | 


ture of the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were severally read twice by their 
titles, and referred as indicated below: 

A bill (No. 488) authorizing the holding of cir- 
cuitand district courts of the United States for the 


southern district of Illinois, at the city of Carro— | 


| to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


| Noah 


A bill (No. 918) for the relief of the heirs of 
Wiswall—to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

A bill (No. 919) for the relief of F. M. Beau- 
champ and Betsey D. Townsend—to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

A bill (No. 920) for the relief of Marvin M. 
Hickox and A. M. Pettingill, of Vigo county, 
Indiana—to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

ASSIGNEE OF DAVID C. BRODERICK. 

The bill (H. R. No. 921) for the relief of the 
assignee of Hon. David C. Broderick, deceased, 
was read twice by its title. 

Mr. LATHAM. I move that the Senate pro- 


ceed to the consideration of that bill. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


California asks unanimous consent to proceed to | 


the consideration of this bill. The Chair hears 
no objection. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 


ceeded, asin Committee of the Whole, to consider | 


the bill (AH. R. No. 921) for the relief of the as- 
signee of Hon. David C. 
It directs the Secretary of the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States to pay out of the contingent fund of 
the Senate, to the assignee of Hon. David C. 
Broderick, deceased, late a Senator of the United 
States, the amount of compensation and salary 
due to the deceased at the time of his death; and 
that so much of any act as may conflict with this 
act is hereby repealed, in so far as it may inter- 


fere with the payment authorized in the first sec- | 


tion of this act. 
Mr. LATHAM. I will state to the Senate 
Mr. BROWN and others. No objection. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 





a third reading, read the third time, and passed. | 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented the memo- | 


rial of Ethelbert C. Hibben, one of the adminis- 
trators of John L. Robinson, late United States 
marshal of the district of Indiana, praying the 
allowance of certain credits in the settlement of 
the said Robinson’s official account, incurred by 
him in taking the census of that State, and en- 
forcing the fugitive slave law as marshal; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. GWIN presented the petition of Anne M. 
Smith, widow of General Persifer F. Smith, pray- 


understand the Senator from Georgia. ‘Then the || ing compensation for the collection and disburse- 
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ment of public money by her late husband whjlo 
in command of the military division of th Pa 
cific; which was referred to the Committes .., 
Military Affairs and Militia, 

Mr. KENNEDY presented a memorial ¢, 


citizens of I’rederick county, in the State of M : 
land, praying the adoption of the compromi. 

measures introduced by Senator Crirt ENDI N, be- 
lieving that they will restore peace to our country . 


which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BIGLER presented two petitions of , st 
zens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, praying tie 
adoption of the compromise measures intrody, od 
into the Senate by Mr. Crirrenpen; which wer 
ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of York 
county, Pennsylvania, praying the adoption of 
the compromise measures introduced into the 
Senate by Mr. Crittrenpen; which was order, d 
to lic on the table. 

Mr. NICHOLSON presented the petition of 
Peter Moran, and other mechanics and laborers 
praying payment for work done on the public 
buildings in New Mexico; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. PUGH presented an amended petition of 
W.C. Jewett, of Pike’s Peak, giving his motiyes 
for desiring a postponement of the Pacific railroad 

| bill; which was ordered to lie on the table, 


SMITITSONIAN INSTITUTION. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I offer the following rego- 


|| lution; and ask for its consideration, if there be 
|| no objection: 
| Resolved, That the Vice President appoint a member 
| to fill the vacancy in the Board of Regents of the Smith 
sonian Institution, which will occur on the 3d day ot 
March next, by the expiration of the term of Hon. Janes 
| A. PEARCE. 
| Mr. HALE objected to the consideration of the 
| resolution; and it lies over, under the rule. 
|| Mr. PEARCE. I ask leave to submit a joint 
‘| resolution, and have it read for the information of 
'| the Senate; and, if a Senator does not object, to 
\| have it acted on by the Senate immediately. 
Leave was granted; and the Secretary rgad the 
|| joint resolution (S. No. 55) for the appointment 
|| of regents of the Smithsonian Institution, as fol- 
\| lows: 
| Resolved, §c., That the vacancies in the Board of Regents 
| of the Smitksonian Institution, of the class * other than 
members ef Congress,’’ be filled by the appointment o 
|| George M. Dallas, in place of Richard Rush, deceased; 
|| William B. Astor, of New York, in the place of Gid 
|| Hawley, whose term has expired; and that Cornelius ¢ 
|| Felton, of Massachuseits, whose term is about to expire, be 
| reappointed. 
The joint resolution was read a second time. 
Mr. PEARCE. lLask the immediate consid- 
eration of this joint resolution by the Senate, if 
| there be no objection. 
Mr. HALE. I object. : 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) Objection being made, does the Sena- 
| tor from Maryland move its reference? 
| Mr. PEARCE. No, sir. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
|| the table. 


e 





It will lie on 


BILL INTRODUCED. 
| Mr. DOOLITTLE asked, and by unanimous 


| consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso- 
| lution (S. No. 56) authorizing Commodore Hiram 
| Paulding to receive certain marks of distinction 
| from the Government of Nicaragua; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Foreign Relations. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
1} 
| 
| 
| 





Mr. HUNTER. The Committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 560) to 


he 
l 


supply deficiencies in the appropriations for U 
service of the fiscal year ending June 31, 1361, 
| have instructed me to report it back with amend- 
ments. I give notice that I expect to call 1 up 
some time in the day on Monday. 
| The amendments were ordered to be printed. 
|| Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
| dian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (HL. 
| R. No. 127) for the relief of O. F. D. Fairbanks, 


Frederick Dodge, and the Pacific Mai! eect | 
Wit 


|| Company, reported it without amendment, 

| a recommendation that it do pass. 

|| | MESSAGE ON THE STATE OF THE UNION. 
} 


Mr. GWIN. I hope that the Senate will pr 
ceed to the consideration of the special order for 
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one o'clock. The Senator from New York is 
ready to proceed. If there is no other business 
before the Senate, I move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the special order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
chat the Senate proceed to the consideration of the 
President’s recent message. 

The n. ton was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the special message of 
the President of the United States, communicated 
on the 9th of January, in reference to the state of 
the Union, the pending question being on Mr. 
Bicter’s motion that it be printed. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, Congress ad- 
journed Jast summer amid auspices of national 
abundance, contentment, tranquillity, and happi- 
ness. It was reassembled this winter in the 
presence of derangemeut of business and disturb- 
ance of public as well as private credit, and in the 


face of seditious combinations to overthrow the 
Union, The alarm is appalling; for Union is not 


more the body than liberty is the soul of the na- 
tion. The American citizen has been accustomed 
to believe the Republic immortal. He shrinks 
from the sight of convulsions indicative of its 
sudden death. The report of our condition has 
vone over the seas;and we who have so long and 
with much complacency studied the endless agi- 
tations of society in the Old World, believing our- 
selves exempt from such disturbances, now, in 
our turn, seem to be falling into a momentous and 
disastrous revolution. 

| know how difficult it is to decide, amid so 
many and so various counsels, what ought to be 
and even whatecan be done. 
itis time for every Senator to declare himself. | 


Certainly, however, | 


therefore, following the example of the noble Sen- | 


ator from Tennessee, [Mr. Jounson,] avow my 
adherence to the Union in its integrity and with 
all its parts, with my friends, with my party, with 
my State, with my country, or withouteither, as 
they may determine, in every event, whether o1 
peace or of war, with every consequence of honor 
or dishonor, of life or death. Although I lament 
the ocqasion, L hail with cheerfulness the duty of 
lifting up my voice among distracted debates, for 
my whole country and its inestimable Union. 
Hitherto the exhibitions of spirit and resolu- 
tion here, as elsewhere, have been chiefly made 
on the side of disunion. [do not regret this. Dis- 
union is so unexpected and unnatural that it must 
plainly reveal itself before its presence can be 
realized, 1 like best, also, the courage that rises 
slowly under the pressure of severe provocation, 
fit be a Christian duty to forgive to the stranger 
even seventy times seven offenses, it is the highest 
patriotism to endure without complaint the pas- 
sionate way wardness of political brethren so long 


union is to go on, this question will give place to 
the more practical one, whether many seceding 
States have a right to coerce the remaiging mem- 
bers to acquiesce in a dissolution. 

I dread, as in my innermost soul I abhor, civil 
war. I do not know what the Union would be 


worth if saved by the use of the sword. Yet, for | 


all this, I do not agree with those who, witha 
desire to avert that great calamity, advise a con- 
ventional or unopposed separation, with a vicw 
to what they calla reconstruction. It is enough 


for me, first, that in this plan, destruction g 


before reconstruction; and secondly, that the | 


strength of the vase in which the hopes of the 
nation are held consists chiefly in its remaining 
unbroken. 

Congressional compromises are not likely to 
save the Union. I know, indeed, that tradition 
favors this form of remedy. But it is essential 
to its success, in any case, that there be founda 
preponderating mass of citizens, so far neutral on 
the issue which separates parties, that they can 
intervene, strike down clashing weapons, and 
compe!anaccommodation. Moderate concessions 
are not customarily asked by a force with its guns 
in battery; nor are liberal concessions apt to be 
given by an opposing force not less confident of 
its own right and its own strength. I think, also, 
that there isa prevailing conviction that legislative 


compromises which sacrifice honestly cherished 


principles, while they anticipate future exigencies, | 
even if they do not assume extra-constitutional 


powers, are less sure to avert imminent evils than 


they are certain to produce ultuumately even greater | 


dangers. 
Indeed, Mr. President, I think it will be wise 
to discard two prevalent ideas or prejudices, 


namely: first, that the Union is to be saved by || 
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goes || 


| somebody in particular; and secondly, that it is | 


as there is hope that they may come to a better | 


mind, 


or conduct willnot save the Union. Il agree with 
the honorable Senator from North Carolina [Mr. 


CiinGMAN] that mere eulogiums will not save it. | 
Yetl think thatas prayer brings us nearer to God, | 


though it cannot move Him toward us, so there 
is healing and saving virtue in every word of de- 


vouon to the Union that is spoken, and in every | 


sigh that its danger draws forth. I know, at 
least, that, like virtue, it derives strength from 
every irreverent act that is committed and every 
blasphemous phrase that is uttered against it. 
The Union cannot be saved by mutual crimi- 
nauons concerning our respective share of re- 


sponsibility for the present evils. He whose con- | 


science acquits him will naturally be slow to 
accuse others whose coéperation he needs. 
tory only can adjust the great account. 


His- | 


_Acontinuance of the debate on the constitu- | 
tional power of Congress over the subject of sla- | 


very in the Territories will not save the Union. 


Cheopinions of parties and sections on that ques- | 


tion have become dogmatical, and it is this cir- | 
cumstance that has produced the existing alien- | 
ation. A truce, at least during the debate on the | 


Union, is essential to reconciliation. 


The Union cannot be saved by proving that | 


Secession is illegal or unconstitutional. Persons 
bent on that fearful step will not stand long enough 
on lorms of law to be dislodged; and loyal meu do 
hot need such narrow ground to stand upon. 

I fear that little more will be gained from dis- 
cussing the right of the Federal Government to 
Coerce seceding States into obedience. If dis- 


to be saved by some cunning and insincere com- 


| pact of pacification, If Lremember rightly, I said 


something like this here so long ago as 1850, and 
afterwards in 1854. 

The present danger discloses itself in this form. 
Discontented citizens have obtained political 


power in certain States, and they are using this | 


authority to overthrow the Federal Government. 
They delude themselves with a befief that the 


| State power they have acquired enables them to 


| State, but we cannot. 


|| State to an-unconstitutional purpose. 
| think it is easy to pronounce what measures 


discharge themselves of allegiance to the whole 
Republic. The honorable Senator from Llinois 
[Mr. Dougias] says we have a right to coerce a 
The President says that 
no State has a right to secede, but we have no 
constitutional power to make war against a State. 


| The dilemma results from an assumption that 


those who, in such acase,act against the Federal 
Government, act lawfully as a State; although 
manifestly they have perverted the power of the 
A class of 
politicians in New England set up this theory 


| and attempted to practice upon it in our war with | 


several States within their sphere. 





Great Britain. Mr. Jefferson did not hesitate to 


say that States must be kept within their consti- | 
tutional sphere by impulsion, if they could not be | 


held there by attraction. Secession was then 
held to be inadmissible in the face of a public ene- 
my. Butifitis untenable in one case, it is neces- 
sarily so in all! others. 
ality, the sovereignty, and the independence of the 


But I hold 


I fully admit the origin- ! 
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the Executive, the responsibility of saving the 
Union belongs to the people, and they are abun- 
dantly competent to discharge it. . 

l propose, therefore, with great deference, to 
address myself to the country upon the moment- 
ous subject, asking a hearing, not less from the 
people within what are called the s ceding, than 
from those who reside within the adher ing States, 
Union isan old, fixed, settled habit of the Amer- 
ican people, resulting from convictions of its 
necessity, and therefore not likely to be hastily 
discarded, The early States, while existing as colo- 
nies, were combined, though imperfectly, through 
acommon allegiance tothe British Crown. When 
that allegiance ceased, no one Was so presumptu- 
ous as to suppose political existence compatible 
with disunion; and, therefore, on the same day 
that they declared themselves independent, they 
proclaimed themselves also confederated States. 
Experience in war and in peace, from 1776 unul 
1787, only convinced them of the necessity of con- 
verting that loose Confederacy into a more perfect 
and a perpetual Union. ‘They acted with a cool- 
ness very different from the intemperate conduct 
of those who now on one side threaten, and those 
who onthe otherrashly defy disunion, They con- 
sidered the continuance of the Union as a subject 
comprehending nothing less than the safety and 
welfare of all the parts of which the country was 
composed, and the fate of an empire in many re- 
spects the most interesting in the world. [enter 
upon the subject of continuing the Union now, 
deeply impressed with the same generous and 
loyal conviction. How could it be otherwise, 
when, instead of only thirtcen, the country is now 


\| composed of thirty-three parts; and the empire 


embraces, instead of only four million, no less 
than thirty million inhabitants. 

The founders of the Constitution moreover 
regarded the Union as no mere national or Amer- 
ican interest. On the contrary, they confessed 
with deep sensibility that it seemed to them to 
have been reserved for the people of this country 
to decide whether societies of men are roully capa- 
ble of establishing good government upon reflec- 
tion and choice, or whether they are forever des- 


| tined todepend for their political constitutions on 


accident and foree. They feared, therefore, that 
their failure to continue and perfect the Union 
would bea misfortune to the nations. How much 
more, sir, would its overthrow now be a calamity 
to mankind ! 

Some form of government is indispensable here 
as elsewhere. Whatever form we have, every 
individual citizen and every State must cede to it 
some natural rights, to invest the Government 
with the requisite power. The simple question, 
therefore, for us now to decide, while laying aside 


| all pique, passion, and prejudice, is: whether it 


conduces more to the interests of the people of 
this country to remain, for the general purposes 
of peace and war, commerce inland and foreign, 
postal communications at home and abroad, the 
care and disposition of the public domain, coloni- 
zation, the organization and admission of new 


| States, and, generally, the enlargement of empire, 


one nation under our present Constitution, than it 


| would to divide themselves into separate Confed- 


the Federal Government to be equally original, || 


sovereign, and independent within its sphere. 
And the government of the State can no more 
absolve the people residing within its limits from 


allegiance to the Union, than the Government of |! 


the Union can absolve them from allegiance to | 


the State. The Constitution of the United States, 
and the laws made in pursuance thereof, are the 
supreme law of the land, paramount to all legis- 


lation of the States, whether made under the Con- | 


stitution, or by even their organic conventions. 
The Union can be dissolved, net by secession, 





with or without armed force, but only by the vol- | 


untary consent of the people of the United States, 
collected in the manner prescribed by the Consti- 
tution of the United States. 


Congress, in the present case, ought not to be 


impassive. It ought, if it can, to redress any 
real grievances of the offended States, and then it 
ought to supply the President with all the means 
necessary to maintain the Union in the full exhi- 


|| bition and discreet exercise of its authority. Be- | 
i} yond this, with the proper activity on the part of || is of two kinds: one, exemption from foreign 


eracies Gr States. 

Our country remains now as it was in 1787— 
composed not of detached and distant ‘Territories, 
but of one whole well-connected and fertile region 
lying within the temperate zone, with climates 
and soils hard] y more various than those of France 
or of Italy. This slight diversity quickens and 
amplifies manufacture and commerce. Our rivers 
and valleys, as improved by art, furnish us asys- 
tem of highways unequaled in the world. The 
different forms of labor, if slavery were not per- 
verted to purposes of political ambition, need not 
constitute an element of strife in the Confederacy. 

Notwithstanding recent vehement expressions 
and manifestations of intolerance in some quarters, 
produced by intense partisan excitement, we are, in 
fact, a homogeneous people, chiefly of one stock, 
with accessions well assimilated. We have, prac- 
tically, only one language, one religion, one sys- 
tem of Government, and manners and customs 
common to all. Why, then, shall we not remain 
henceforth, as hitherto, one people? 

The first object of every human society is safety 
or security, for which, if need be, they will, and 
they must, sacrifice every other. This security 
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argression and influence; the other, exemption 
from domestic tyranny and sedition. 


Moreicn wars come from either violations of 


treaties or domestic violence. The Union has, 
thus far, proved itself an almost perfect shield 
arainst such wars. The United States, continu- 
ally enlarging their diplomatic acquaintance, have 
now treaties with France, the Netherlands, Great 
Britain, Sweden, Prussia, Spain, Russia, Den- 
mark, Mexico, Brazil, Austria, Turkey, Chili, 
Siam, Muscat, Venezuela, Peru, Greece, Sar- 
dinia, Ecuador, Hanover, Portugal, New Gran- 
ada, Hesse Cassel, Wurtemburg, China, Bava- 
ria, Saxony, Nassau, Switzerland, Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin, Guatemala, the Hawaian Islands, San 
Salvador, Borneo, Costa Rica, Peru, Bremen, 
the Argentine Confederation, Loo Choo, Japan, 
Brunswick, Persia, Baden, Belgium, and Para- 
enay. Nevertheless, the United States, within 
their entire existence under the Federal Constitu- 
tion, have had flagrant wars with only four States, 
two of which were insignificant Powers, on the 
coast of Barbary, and have had direct hostilities, 
amounting to reprisals, against only two or three 
more; and they are now at peace with the whole 
world. Ifthe Union should be divided into only 
two Confederacies, each of them would need to 
make as many treaties as we have now; and, of 
course, would be liable to give as many causes 
of war as we now do. But we know, from the 
sad experience of other nations, that disintegra- 
tion, onee begun, inevitably continues until even 
the greatest empire crumbles into many parts. 
Lach Confederation that shall ultimately arise out 
of the ruin of the Union will have necessity for 
as many treaties as we now have, and will incur 
liabilities for war as often as we now do, by 
breaking them. Itis the multiplication of treaties, 
and the want of confederation, that makes war 
the normal condition of society in Western 
Europe and in Spanish America. It is union 
that, notwithstanding our world-wide intercourse, 
males peace the habit of the American people. 

I will not descend so low as toask whether new 
confederacies would be able or willing to bear 
the grievous expense of maintaining the diplo- 
matic relations which cannot be dispensed with 
except by withdrawing from foreign commerce. 


Our Federal Government is better able to avoid | 


giving just causes of war than several confedera- 
cies, because it can conform the action of all the 
Siates to compacts. It can have only one con- 
struction, and only one tribunal to pronounce that 


construction, of every treaty. Local and tempo- | 


rary interests and passions, or personal cupidity 
and ambition, can drive small confederacies or 
States more easily than a great Republic into in- 
discreet violations of treaties. 

The United States being a great and formidable 
Power, can always secure favorable and satisfac- 
tory treaties. Indeed, every treaty we have was 
voluntarily made. Small confederacies or States 
must take such treaties as they can get, and give 
whatever treaties are exacted. A humiliating, or 
even an unsatisfactory treaty, is a chronic cause 
of forcign war. 

The chapter of wars resulting from unjustifi- 
able causes would, in case of division, amplify 
itself in proportion to the number of new con- 
federacies and their irritability. Our disputes 


with Great Britain about Oregon, the boundary | 


of Maine, the patriot insurrection in Canada, and 
the Island of San Juan; the border strifes be- 
tween Texas and Mexico, the incursions of the 
late William Walker into Mexico and Central 
America; all these were cases in which war was 


prevented only by the imperturbability of the | 


Federal Government. 
This Government not only gives fewer causes 
of war, whether just or unjust, than smaller con- 


federacies would; but it always has a greater | 


ability to accommodate them by the exercise of 
more coolness and courage, the use of more vari- 
ous and more liberal means, and the display, if 


need be, of greater force. Every one knows how | 


placable we ourselves are in controversies with 
Great 
exacting we have been in our intercourse with 
New Granada, Paraguay, and San Juan de Nic- 
aragua. 

Mr. President, no one will dispute our fore- 
fathers’ maxim, that the common safety of all is 
the safety of each of the States. 
main united, the Federal Government combines 


sritain, France, and Spain; and yet how | 


While they re- | 
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all the materials and all the forces of the several | 
States; organizes their defenses on one general || 
principle;¢@armonizes and assimilates them with 
one system; watches for them with a single eye, 
which it turns in all directions, and moves all 
agents under the control of one executive head. 
A nation so constituted is safe against assault or 
even insult. 

War produces always a speedy exhaustion of || 
money and a severe strain upon credit. The || 
treasuries and credits of smal! confederacies would 
often prove inadequate. Those of the Union are 
always ample. 

I have thus far kept out of view the relations || 
which must arise between the confederacies them- 
selves. They would be small and inconsiderable 
nations bordering on cach other, and therefore, || 
according to all political philosophy, natural ene- 
mies. In addition to the many treaties which each 
must make with foreign Powers, and the causes 
of war which they would give by violating them, | 
each of the confederacies must also maintain 
treaties with all the others, and so be liable to give 
them frequent offense. ‘They would necessarily 
have different interests resulting from their estab- || 
lishment of different policies of revenue, of min- 
ing, manufactures, and navigation, of immigra- 
tion, and perhaps the slave trade. Each would || 
stipulaté with foreign nations for advantages 
peculiar to itself and injurious to its rivals. 

If, indeed, it were necessary that the Union 
should be broken up, it would be in the last de- || 
gree important that the new confederacies to be | 
formed should be as nearly as possible equal in |! 
strength and power, that mutual fear and mutual 
respect might inspire them with caution against 
mutual offense. Butsuch equality could not long 
be maintained; one confederacy would rise in | 
the scale of political importance, and the others | 
would view it thenceforward with envy and ap- 
prehension. Jealousies would bring sn frequent 
and retaliatory wars, and all these wars, from 
the peculiar circumstances of the confederacies, 
would have the nature and character of civil 
war. Dissolution, therefore, is, for the people of 
this country, perpetual civil war. To mitigate it, | 
and obtain occasional rest, what else could they 
accept but the system of adjusting the balance of || 
power which has obtained in Europe, in which 
the few strong nations dictate the very terms on 
which all the others shall be content to live. 
When this hateful system should fail at last, for- ; 
eign nations would intervene, now in favor of one 
and then in aid of another; and thus our country, 
having expelled all European Powers from the 
continent, would relapse into an aggregated form 
of its colonial experience, and, like Italy, Turkey, | 
India, and China, become the theater of transat- 
lantic intervention and rapacity. 

If, however, we grant to the new confederacies 
an exemption from complications among each 
other aa with foreign States, still there is too 
much reason to believe that not one of them could 
long maintain a republican form of government. 
Universal suffrage and the absence of a stand- 
ing army are essential to the republican system. 
The world has yet to sce a single self-sustaining 
State of that kind, or even any confederation of 
such States, except our own. Canada leans on 
Great Britain not unwillingly, and Switzerland is 
cuarantied by interested monarchical States. Our 
ownexperiment has thus far been successful; be- 
cause, by the continual addition of new States, the 
influence of each of the members of the Union is 
constantly restrained and reduced. No one, of 
course, can foretell the way and manner of travel; 
but history indicates with unerring certainty the 
end which the several confederacies would reach. 
Licentiousness would render life intolerable; and | 
they would sooner or later purchase tranquillity | 
and domestic safety by the surrender of liberty, | 
and yield themselves up to the protection of mil- | 
itary despotism. 

Indulge me, sir, in one or two details under this | 
head. First, it is only sixty days since this dis- 
union movement began; already those who are 
engaged in it have canvassed with portentous free- 
dom the possible recombinations of the States when 
dissevered, and the feasible alliances of those re- | 
combinations with European nations; alliances as | 
unnatural, and which would prove ultimately as 
pestilential to society here as that of the Tlasca- 
lans with the Spaniard, who promised them re- 


| venge upon their ancient enemies, the Aztecs. 
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Secondly. The disunion movementarises part! 
out of a dispute over the common domain of the 


| United States. Hitherto the Union has confin, d 
| this controversy within the bounds of political 
| debate by referring it, with all other nation 


al ones, 


to the arbitrament of the ballot-box. Does any 


| one suppose that disunion would transfer the 
| whole domain to either party, or that any othor 


umpire than war would, after dissolution, be 
invoked? 
Thirdly. This movement arises, in anothor 


| view, out of the relation of African slaves to tho 


domestic population of the country. Freedom js 
to them, as to all mankind, the chief object of 
desire. Hitherto, under the operation ‘of thp 
Union, they have practically remained ignorant 
of the controversy, especially of its bearing oy 
Can we hope that flagrant ciyj] war 
shall rage among ourselves in their very presence, 


and yet that they will remain stupid and idle spec- 


tators? Does history furnish us any satisfactory 
instruction upon the horrors of civil war amon 


| a people so brave, so skilled in arms, so earnest 


in conviction, and so intent in purpose, as we are? 
Is ita mere chimera which suggests an ageraya- 


| tion of those horrors beyond endurance when, on 


either side, there shall occur the intervention 0; 
an uprising ferocious African slave population ot 
four, or six, perhaps twenty million? 

The opinions of mankind change, and with them 
the policies of nations. One hundred years ago 
all the commercial European States were engaged 
in transferring negro slaves from Africa to this 
hemisphere. ‘To-day all those States are firmly 
set in hostility to the extension and even to the 
practice of slavery. Opposition to it takes two 
forms: one European, which is simple, direct ab- 
olition, effected, if need be, by compulsion; the 
other American, which seeks toarrest the African 


|| slave trade, and resist the entrance of domestic 
| slavery into Territories where it is yet unknown, 


while it leaves the disposition of existing slavery 


| to the considerate action of the States by which 


itis retained. Itis the Union that restricts th: 
opposition to slavery in this country within these 
limits. If dissolution prevail, what guarantee shall 
there be against the full development here of th 
fearful and uncompromising hostility to slavery 
which elsewhere pervades the world, and of which 
the recent invasion of Virginia was an illustra- 
tion? 

Mr. President, I have designedly dwelt solong 
| onthe probable effects of disunion upon the safety 
of the American people as to leave me little time 
to consider the other evils which must follow i 
its train. But practically, the loss of safety in 
volves every other form of public calamity. When 
once the guardian angel has taken flight, every 
thing is lost. 

Dissolution would not only arrest, but extin- 
guish the greatness of our country. Even if sep- 
arate confederacies could exist and endure, they 
could severally preserve no share of the common 
mrestige of the Valen. If the constellation 1s to 
oS broken up, the stars, whether scattered widely 
apart or grouped in smaller clusters, will thence- 
forth shed forth feeble, glimmering, and lurid 
lights. Nor will great achievements be possible 
for the new confederacies. Dissolution would 
signalize its triumph by actsof wantonness whicli 
would shock and astound the world. It would 
provincialize Mount Vernon and give this Cap!- 
tol over to desolation at the very moment when 
the dome is rising over our heads that was to be 
crowned with the statue of Liberty. After this 
there would remain for disunion no act of stupen- 
dous infamy to be committed. No petty cont d- 
eracy that shall follow the United States can pro- 
long,oreven renew, the majestic drama of national 
progress. Perhaps it is to be arrested because 1's 
sublimity is incapable of continuance. Let it be 
so, if we have indeed become degenerate. After 
Washington, and the inflexible Adams, Henry, 
and the peerless Hamilton, Jefferson, and the ma- 
jestic Clay, Webster, and the acute Calhoun, 
Jackson, the modest Taylor, and Scott, who rises 
in greatness under the burden of years, and F rank- 
lin, and Fulton, and Whitney, and Morse, have 
all performed their parts, let the curtain fall! 

hile listening to these debates, I have som’ 





'| times forgotten myself in marking their contrasted 
| effects upon the page who customarily stands on 


the dais before me, and the venerable Secretary 
| who sits behind him. The youth exhibits 1 
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tense but pleased emotion in the excitement, while 
at every reverent word that is uttered against 
tie Union the eyes of the aged man are suffused 
with tears. Let him weep no more. Rather 
coice, for yours has been a lot of rare felicity. 
You have seen and been a part of all the great- 
sess of your country, the towering national great- 
ssof alithe world. Weep only you, and weep 

, all the bitterness of anguish, who are just 
pping on the threshold of life; for that great- 
ness perishes prematurely and exists not for you, 
or for me, nor for any that shall come after us. 
Che public prosperity! how could it survive 
the storm? Its elements are industry in the cul- 
ture of every fruit; mining of all the metals; com- 
merce at home and on every sea; material im- 
provement that knows no obstacle and has no 
end; invention that ranges throughout the domain 
of nature; increase of knowledge as broad as the 
human mind can explore; perfection of art as 
high as human genius can reach; and social re- 
finement working for the renovation of the world. 
How could our successors prosecute these noble 
objects in the midst of brutalizing civil conflict? 
What guarantees will capital invested for such 
purposes have, that will outweigh the premium 
offered by political and military ambition? What 
leisure will the citizen find for study, orinvention, 
or art, under the reign of conscription; nay, what 
interest In them will society feel when fear and 
sate shall have taken possession of the national 
mind? Let the miner in California take heed; for 
its golden wealth will become the prize of the na- 
jou that can command the most tron. Let the 
orderer take care; for the Indian will again lurk 
sind his dwelling. Let the pioneer come back 

to our denser settlements; for the railroad, the 
istroad,and the telegraph, advance not one fur- 
long further into the wilderness. With standing 
armies consuming the substance of our people on 
the land, and our Navy and our postal steamers 
withdrawn from the ocean, who will protect or 
respect, or who willeven know by name our petty 
confederacies? The American man-of-war is a 
spectacle. I have seen it enter an ancient 
portin the Mediterranean. Atl the world won- 
dered at it, and talked of it. Salvos of artillery, 
from forts and shipping in the harbor, saluted its 
lag. Princes and princesses and merchants paid 
t homage, and all the people blessed it as a har- 
binger of hope for their own ultimate freedom. I 
magine now the same noble vessel again enter- 


hle 
nove 


ing the same haven. The flag of thirty-three stars | 


ind thirteen stripes has been hauled dawn, and 


i its place a signal is run up, which flaunts the | 


device of a lone star ora palmetto tree. Men ask, 


‘Who is the stranger that thus steals Into our | 


waters?’? The answer contemptously given is, 
‘She comes from one of the obscure republics of 
North America. Let her pass on.”’ 

Lastly, public liberty, our own peculiar liberty, 
must languish for a time, and then cease to live. 
And such a liberty! free movement everywhere 
through our own land and throughout the world; 
free speech, free press, free suffrage; the freedom 
of every subject to vote on every law, and for or 
against every agent who expounds, administers, 
er executes. Unstable and jealous confederacies, 
constantly apprehending assaults without and 
treason within, formidable only to each other and 
contemptible to all beside: how long will it be be- 


The occasion is theeelection of a President of 
the United States, who is unacceptable to a por- 
tion of the people. I state the case accurately. 
There was no movement of disunion before the 
ballots which expressed that choice were cast. 
Disunion began as soon as the result was an- 
nounced. The justification it assigned was that 
Abraham Lincoln had been elected, while the sus- 
cess of either one of three other candidates would 
have been acquiesced in. Was the election ille- 
gal? No;itis unimpeachabiec. Is the candidate 
personally offensive ? No; heis aman of unblem- 
ished virtue and amiable manners. Is an election 
of Presidentan unfrequent or extraordinary trans- 
action? No; we never had a Chief Magistrate 
otherwise designated than by such election, and 
that form of choice is renewed every four years. 
Does any one even propose to change the mode 
of appointing the Chief Magistrate? No; election 
by universal suffrage, as modified by the Consti- 
tution, is the one crowning franchise ofthe Ameri- 
can people. To saveitthey would defy the world. 
ls itapprehended thatthe new President will usurp 
despotic powers: No; while he ts of all men the 


most unambitious, he is, by the partial success of 


those who opposed his election, subjected to such | 


restraints that he cannot, without their consent, 


appoint a minister or even a police agent, nego- | 


tiate a treaty, or procure the passage of a law, and 
can hardly draw a musket from the public arse- 
nals to defend his own person. 

What, then, is the ground of discontent? Itis 
that the disunionists did not accept as conclusive 
the arguments which were urged in behalf of the 
successful candidate in the canvass. ‘This is all. 
Were their own arguments against him more sat- 
isfactory to his supporters? Of course they were 
not; they could not be. Docs the Constitution, 
in letter or spirit, require or imply that the argu- 
ments of one party shall be satisfactory to the 
other? No; that is impossible. What is the con- 
stitutional remedy for this inevitable dissatisfac- 
tion? Renewed debate and ultimate rehearing in 
a subsequent election. 
majority perverted power to purposes of oppres- 
sion’. No; they have never before held power. 
Alas! how prone we are to undervalue privileges 
and blessings. Hlow gladly, how proudly, would 
the people of any nation i Europe accept, on 
such terms as we enjoy it, the boon of electing a 
Chief Magistrate every four years by free, equal, 
and universal suffrage!’ How thankfully would 
they cast aside all their own systems of govern- 
ment, and accept this Republic of ours, with all 
its shortcomings and its disappointments, maintain 


Have the now successful | 


it with their arms, and cherish it in their hearts. | 


Is it not the very boon for which they supplicate 


| God without ceasing, and even wage war, with 


intermissions only resulting from exhaustion? 
How strange are the timesin which we live! The 
coming spring season, on one side of the Atlantic, 
will open on a general conflict, waged to obtain, 
through whatever indirection, just such a system 


| as ours; and on this side of the Atlantic, within | 
the same parallels of latitude, it will open on | 


fore, on the plea of public safety, they will sur- | 
ander alt this inestimable and unequaled liberty, | 
and accept the hateful and intolerable espionage | 


of military despotism? 


And now, Mr. President, what is the cause for | 
this sudden and eternal sacrifice of so much safety, 


greatness, happiness, and freedom? Have foreign 
uations combined, and are they coming in rage 
upon us? No. So far from being enemies, there 
i8 NOt a nation on earth that is not an interested, 
admiring friend. 
means partial to us, says: 

‘It is quite possible that the problem of a democratic 
republic may be solved by its overthrow in a few daysina 
spirit of folly, selfishness, and short-sightedness.”” 

Has the Federal Government become tyrannical 
or oppressive, or even rigorous or unsound? Has 
the Constitution lost its spirit, and wll at once 
collapsed into a lifeless letter? No; the Federa 
Government smiles more benignantly, and works 
‘o day more beneficently than ever. The Consti- 
‘ition is even the chosen model for the organiza- 
on of the newly rising confederacies. 


Even the London Times, by no | 


| embracing only slave States, would be. 


fraternal war, waged in a moment of frenzied 
discontent to overthrow and annihilate the same 
institutions. Do men, indeed, live only for them- 
selves, to revenge their own wrongs, or to gratify 
their own ambition? Rather do not men live 


terity and for their fellow-men? Have the Amer- 
ican people, then, become all of a sudden unnat- 
ural,as wellas unpatriotic? and will they disinherit 
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machinery of dissolution long ago prepared and 
waiting only for occasion. In other States there 
is a soreness because of the want of sympathy 
in the free States with the efforts of slaveholders 
for the recapture of fugitives from service. In all 
the slave States thers is a restiveness resulting 
from the resistance 1 


which has been so determ- 
inedly made within the last few years, in the free 
States, to the extension of slavery in the common 
Territories of the United States. “Phe Republican 
party, which cast its votes for the successful pres- 
idential candidate on the ground of that policy, 
has been allowed, practically, no representation, 
no utterance by speech or through the press, in 


| the slave States; while its policy, principles, and 


sentiments, and even its temper, have been so 
misrepresented as to excite apprehensions that it 
denies important constitutional obligations, and 
aims even atinterference with slavery and its over- 
throw by State authorities or intervention of the 
Federal Government. Considerable masses even 
in the free States, interested in the success of these 
Misrepresentations asa means of partisan Stral- 


| egy, have lent theirsympathy to the party claim- 


| ing to be aggrieved. 


While the result of the 


=> 


| election brings the Republican party necessarily 


| party is weak ina Jarge part of the Union, 


into the foreground in resisting disunion, the preju- 
dices against them which | have described have 
deprived them of the coéperation of many good 
and patriotic citizens. On a complex issue be- 
tween the Republican party and the disunionists, 
although it involves the direst national calamities, 
the result might be doubtful; for the Republican 


But 
on a direct issue, with all who cherish the Union 


on one side, and all who desire its dissolution by 


force on the other, the verdict would be prompt 
and almost unanimous, I desire thus to simplify 
the issue, and fot that purpose to separate from 
it all collateral questions, and relieve itof all par- 
tisan passions and prejudices, 

I consider the idea of the withdrawal of the 
Gulf States, and their permanent reorganization 
with or without others in a distinct Confederacy 
as a means of advantage to themselves, so cer- 
tainly unwise and so obviously impossible of ex. 
ecution, when the purpose is understood, that I 
dismiss it with the discussion I have already 
incidentally bestowed upon it. 

The case is different, however, in regard to the 
other subjects which I bave brought in this con- 
nection before the Senate. : 

Beyond a doubt, Union is vitally important to 
the Republican citizens of the United States; but 
itis just as important to the whole people. Re- 
publicanism and Union are, heveitre, not con- 
vertible terms. Republicanism is subordinate to 
Union, as everything else is and ought to be— 
Republicanism, Democracy, every other politi- 
cal name and thing; all are subordinate—and 
they ought to disappear in the presence of the 
great question of Union. So far as I am con- 
cerned, it shall be so; it should be so if the 


| question were sure to be tried as it ought only 


their children of the precious estate held only in | 


trust for them, and deprive the world of the best 
hopes it has enjoyed since the human race began 
its slow and painful, yet needful and wisely- 
appointed progress? 


Here | might close my plea for the American | 
Union; but it is necessary, if not to exhaust the | 


argument, at least toexhibit the whole case. The 
disunionists, consciously unable to stand on their 
mere disappointment in the recent election, have 
attempted to enlarge their ground. More than 
thirty years there has existed a considerable— 
though not heretofore a formidable—mass of citi- 
zens in certain States situate near or around the 
delta of the Mississippi, who believe that the 
Union is less conducive to the welfare and great- 
ness of those States than a smaller confederacy, 
This 


class has availed itself of the discontents result- 


| ing from the election to put into operation the 


to be determined, by the peaceful ordeal of the 
ballot. It shall be so all the more since there 
is on one side preparedness to refer it to the arbi- 
trament of civil war. I have such faith in this 
republican system of ours, that there is no polit- 


| ical good which I desire that I am not content to 
least of all for themselves, and chiefly for pos- || 


seek through its peaceful forms of administration 
without invoking revolutionary action, If others 
shall invoke that form of action to oppose and 


| overthrow Government, they shall not, so far as 


it depends on me, have the excuse that I obsti- 
nately left myself to be misunderstood. In such 
a case I can afford to meet prejudice with concil- 
iation, exaction with concession which surren- 
ders no principle, and violence with the right hand 
of peace. Therefore, sir, so far as the abstract 
question whether, by the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, the bondsman, who is made such by 
the laws of a State, is still a man or only prop- 
erty, | answer that, within that State, its As on 
that subject are supreme; that when he has es- 
caped from that State into another, the Constitu- 


| tion regards him asa bondsman who may not, by 


any law or regulation of that State, be discharged 


| from hisservice, butshall be delivered up,onclaim, 


| to the party to whom his service is due. 
| prudence and justice would combine in persuad- 


While 


lng you to modify the acts of Congress on that 
subject,so as not to oblige private persons to as- 
sistin their execution, and to protect freemen from 
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being, by abuse of the laws, carried into slavery, 
lar that all laws of the States,-whether free | 
States or slave States, which relate to this class 


of persons, Or any others recently coming from 
3s, and which laws con- 
titution of the United States, or 
any law of Congress passed in conformity thereto, 
ought to be repealed. 


Secon lly 


\ ’ 


or resident tn other State 


travene the Cons 


‘nce in publicaffairs has con- 
firmed my opimion, that domestic slavery, exist- 
ng many State, is wisely left by the Constitu 

tion of the United St ites exclusively to the care, 
management, and disposition of that State; and 
if it were in my power, | would not alter the Con- 
stitution im that respect. If misapprehension of 


’ 
Ie Kperi 
t 
{ 


my position needs 
ine to vote for an amendmentof the Constitution, 
declaring that it shal] not, by any future amend- 
ment, be so altered as to confer on Congress a 
power to abolish or interfere with slavery in any 
State. 

Thirdly. While I think that Congress has 
exclusive and sovereign authority to legislate on 
all subjects whatever, in the common Territories 
United States; and while 1 certainly shall 
never, directly or indirectly, give my vote to es- 
tablish or sanction s! y 
or anywhere else in the world, yet the ques- 
tion whatconstitutional laws shall at any time be 
passed in regard to the Territories, is, like every 
other question, to be determined on_ practical 
grounds. I voted for enabling acts in the cases 
of Oregon, Minnesota, and Kansas, without 
being able to secure in them such provisions as 
I would have preferred; and yet I voted wisely. 
So now, Lam well satisfied that, under existing 
circumstances, a happy and satisfactory solu- 
tion of the difficulties in the remaining Territo- 
ries would be obtained by similar laws, pro- 
viding for their organization, if such organiza- 
tion were otherwise practicable, If, therefore, 
Kansas were admitted as a State, under the Wy- 
andotte constitution, as | think she ought to be, 
and if the organic laws of all the other Territo- 
ries could be repe iled, J could vote to authorize 
the organization and admission of two new States 
which should include them, reserving the right to 
effect subdivisions of them whenever necessary 
into several convenient States; but I do not find 
that such reservations could be constitutionally 
made. Without them, the ultertor embarrass- 
ments which would result from the hasty incor- 
poration of States of such vast extent and various 
interests and character would outweigh all the 
But 
if the measure were practicable, I should prefer 
a different course, namely: when the eccentric 
movements of secession and disunion shall have 
ended, in whatever form that end may come, and 


of the 


very in such Territories, 


immediate advantages of such a measure. 


sided, and calmness once more shall have resumed 
its accustomed sway over the public mind, then, 
and notuntil then—one, two, or three years hence 
—I1 should cheerfully advise a convention of the 
people, to be assembled in pursuance of the Con- 
stitution, toconsider and decide whether any and 
what amendments of the organic national law 
ought to be made. A Republican now—as I have 
heretofore been a member of other parties exist- 
ing in my day—I nevertheless hold and cherish, 
as | have always done, the principle that this 
Government exists In its present form only by 
the consent of the governed, and that it Is as ne- 
cessary as itis wise, to resort to the people for re- 
visions of the organic law when the troubles and 
dangers of the State certainly transcend the pow- 
ers delegated by it to the public authorities. Nor 
ought the suggestion to excite surprise. Govern- 
ment in any form is a machine; this is the most 
complex one that the mind of man has ever in- 
vented, or the hand of man has ever framed. Per- 


»strong a remedy, lam will- | 


| ished convictions of my own. 
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vastly more powerful forholding civil commu- 
nities together than any mere covenants, though 
written on parchment or engraved upon tron. If 
remain, therefore, constant to my purpose to se- 
cure, if possible, the construction of two Pacific 
railways, one of which shall connect the ports 
around the mouths of the Mississi pl, and the 
other the towns on the Missouri and the Lakes, 
with the harbors on our western coast. 

If, in the expression of these views, I have not 
proposed what is desired or expected by many 
others, they will do me the justice to believe that 
I am as far from having suggested what in many 
respects would have been in harmony with cher- 
I learned -early 
from Jefferson, that in political affairs we cannot 
always do what seems to us absolutely best. 
Those with whom we must necessarily act, enter- 
taining different views, have the power and the 
right of carrying them into practice. We must 
be content to lead when we can, and to follow 


| when we cannot lead; and if we cannot at any 


time do for our country all the good that we 
would wish, we must be satisfied with doing for 
her all the good that we can. 

Having submitted my own opinions on this 
great crisis, it remains only to say that I shall 
cheerfully lend to the Government my best sup- 
port in whatever prudent yet energetic efforts it 
shall make to preserve the public peace, and to 


| maintain and preserve the Union; advising, only, 


that it practice as faras possible the utmost mod- 


| eration, forbearance, and conciliation. 


| as dissolution. 


And now, Mr. President, what are the auspices 
of the country? I knowthat we are in the midst 
of alarms, and somewhat exposed to accidents 
unavoidable in seasons of tempestuous passions. 
Wealready have disorder; and violence has begun. 
I know not to what extent it may go. Stull my 
faith in the Constitution and in the Union abides, 
because my faith in the wisdom and virtue of the 
American people remains unshaken. Coolness, 


order of General Scott, a detachment of United 
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INDIAN DEPREDATIONS IN OREGON. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the Hones a 


communication from the War Department, 
swer tothe resolution of the House of Rey 
atives, of December 17, 1869, relative to d 
tions by Indians in Oregon; which was 
the table and ordered to be printed. 


OCCUPATION OF PUBLIC BUILDINGs. 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I find by the Co, 


. . > ° On- 
stitution of this morning a statement that 


In Ane 
resent. 
epreda. 


laid on 


by 


States troops has taken possession of the 


Subd- 


| treasury, post office, and custom-house buildines 


in St. Louis, Missouri. I want to make an ox. 


| planation to the House, in order that this jy, 


| we labor, and to present to the American peop| 


| we regard as necessary for the perpetuity of J 
| Union. 


gence may not work mischief to the country, |, 
may not be generally known that the post offic, 

sub-treasury, and custom-house in St. Louis. ars 
all in the same building. I know not why toeethe 
statement is true. The people of Missouri haye 
been, so far, quict and loyal to the Union. Hy, . 
Legislature is now in session, and is engaged jn 
taking steps to redress the grievances under which 


’ 


and to the authorities of the several States, wha: 


We make no threats; but we are determ.- 
ined to take such steps as we think our honor and 
safety require. We propose to do this in our own 
way and at our own time. I offer the following 
resolution 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 

The SPEAKER. 





I object. 
Let the resolution be read 


| for information. 


calmness, and resolution, are elements of their | 
character. They have been temporarily displaced; || 


but they are reappearing. Soon enough, | trust, 
for safety, it will be seen that sedition and vio- 


lence are only local and temporary, and that loy- | 


alty and affection to the Union are the natural 
sentiments ofthe whole country. Whatever dan- 


vers there shall be, there will be the determina- | 


tion to meet them; whatever sacrifices, private or 
public, shall be needful for the Union, they will be 
made. I feel sure that the hour has not come for 
this great nation to fall. This people, which has 
been studying to become wiser and better as it 
has grown older, is not perverse or wicked enough 


to deserve so dreadful and severe a punishment 


This Union has not yet accom- 


| plished what good for mankind was manifestly 
the angry excitements of the hour shall have sub- || 


fect as itis, it ought to be expected that it will, | 


at least as often as once in a century, require 
some modification to adapt it to the changes of 
society and alternations of empire. 

Fourthly. | hold myself ready now, as always 
heretofore, to vote for any properly-guarded laws 
which shall be deemed necessary to prevent mu- 
tual invasions of States by citizens of other States, 
and punish those who shall! aid and abet them. 

Fifthly. Notwithstanding the arzuments of the 
gallant Senator from Oregon, [General Lawe,} 
1 remain of the opinion that physical bonds, such 
as highways, railroads, rivers, and canals, are 


designed by Him who appoints the seasons and 
prescribes the duties of States and empires. No, 
sir; if it were cast down by faction to-day, it 
would rise again and reappear in all its majestic 
proportionsto-morrow. Itistheonly Government 
thatean stand here. Woe! Woe! to the man that 
madly lifts his hand against it. It shall continue 
and endure; and men, in after times, shall declare 
that this generation, which saved the Union from 
such sudden and unlooked-for dangers, surpassed 
in magnanimity even that one which laid its 
foundations in the eternal principles of liberty, 
justice, and humanity. 
' Mr. GWILN. I move that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Satrurpay, January 12, 1861. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Dr. Nevin, of Philadelphia. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS IN NEW MEXICO. 


Prayer 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 


munication from the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting, for the action of Congress, contem- 


plated by the eighth section of the act of July 22, | 


1854, the transcript of five private land claims in 
New Mexico, designed for the House of Repre- 


| sentatives, as indicated by the letter of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office of the 29th | 


ultimo; which was referred to the Committee on 


‘| Private Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


The resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be requested to em 
’ a ] n 


| municate to this House, whether the post office, sub treas 


ury, and custom-house, or either of them, situate in the 
city of St. Louis, Missouri, have been taken possession of 
by a detachment of United States troops, and if so, by whose 
orders; and whether any attempt by the citizens or State 
authorities of Missouri, to improperly interfere with said 
buildings or prop :rty, were threatened or made, before the 
same were taken possession of by the troops of the United 
States. 

Mr. LOVEJOY and others objected. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I offer the resolu- 
tion in order that the country may be informed 
whether the statement is true or not. I want in- 
formationonthe subject I wantto know whether 
martial law is declared in my State; whether our 
women and children, when they go to their post 


| Office, are to be met by soldiers and bristling 





| take some action on it. 


bayonets. 

Mr. FENTON. 
business. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I hope the gen- 
tleman will withdraw his objection. Letus know 
whether we are to be put under a military despot- 
ism. 

Objection was not withdrawn. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I do not profess 
exactly to understand the rules of this House. 
I would ask the chair, therefore, whether it Is 
now in order to move a suspension of the rules 
for the purpose of allowing me to introduce my 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER. A motion to suspend the 
rules is not in order except on Monday. 

Mr. REAGAN. Itseems to me, Mr. Speaker, 
that When an honorable gentleman makes a state- 
ment like that which we have heard from the gen- 
tleman from Missouri, we owe it to ourselves to 
If a military despotsm 
really exist in the country, it ought to be known. 
[Cries of ** Order !”’ 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. If my people are 
to be placed under martial law, let us know It. If 
we are to be ruled by a military despot, let us 
know it. [Cries of ** Order!”’] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri is not in order. A motion to suspend the 
rules is not in order except on Monday; and the 


I call for the regular order of 


| gentleman’s resolution cannot be introduced 1n 


any other way, unless unanimous consent 13 
given. 
CHAD MILLER. 

Mr. BUFFINTON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, made an adverse report on the 
case of Chad Miller; which was laid upon the tabie, 
and ordered to be printed. 

FRANCES FOWLER. 


Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Invalid 
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Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Frances 
Fowler, widow of Abram C. Fowler, late second 
jientenantof artillery, United States Army; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 
ASA BUTTERFIELD. 
Mr. FOSTER also, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the case of Asa But- 
terfield; which was laid upon the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 


CLARISSA PECK. 
Mr. STOKES, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the case of Clarissa Peck; 
which was laid upon the table and ordered to be 


printed, 


- ELIZA M. PLYMPTON. 


Mr. STOKES also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill granting a pension to Eliza M. 
Plympton; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to aCommittee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompa- 
nying report, ordered to be printed. 

LARKIN TALLY. | 

Mr. STOKES also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill granting a pension to Larkin Tally, 
an invalid soldier of the war of 1812; which was 
read a first and second time. 

Mr. STOKES. Lask the unanimous consent 
of the Hlouse for leave to put that bill on its pas- 
It is a meritorious case. | 

Mr. GARTRELL. I object. 

Mr. STOKES. This man is totally blind, and 
unless the Government helps him, he will be 
thrown upon the cold charities of the world. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I insist on my objection. | 

The bill was referred to a Committee of the | 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


sage 


JOUN ROGERS. | 


Mr. STOKES, from the Committee on Invalid | 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to 
John Rogers, of Tennessee, an invalid soldier of | 
the war of 1812; which was read a first and second 
time, referred toa Committee of the Whele House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompa- 
nying report, ordered to be printed. 

PETER LAVARRE. 

Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill granting an invalid pension to Peter 
Lavarre; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany- | 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 


MARY CLEARWATER. || 


Mr. VANCE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of the late Mary Clearwater, of New York, 
formerly the widow of James Young; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Cal- 
endar,and, with the accompanying report, ordered 
to be printed, 

ROBERT PAUL. 

Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, re- | 


ported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert || 


Paul,a soldier of the Revolution; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, | 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be | 
printed. 


REGISTER AT VINCENNES. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Commit- | 
tee on Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief 
of the register of the land office at Vincennes, In- 
diana; and for other purposes; which was reada 
first and second time. 

The bill was read in extenso. It authorizes the 
Secretary of the Interior to make such allowance 
for Office rent during the temporary continuance 
of the land office at Vincennes, Indiana, as may, 
in his opinion, be just and proper; and that fur- 
ther, he be authorized to adjust the account of 
John Moore, postmaster at Vincennes, Indiana, 
and allow him, at the usual rate, compensation 
for taking care of the books, papers, &c., of the 


| Calendar. 


the same were in his custody, under instructions 
from the General Land Office of September 3, 
1858, the allowance to be paid out of the appro- 
eer for incidental expenses of the district 
and office. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
read the letter I send up. 
the case. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Generat Lanp Orrice, March 15, 1860. 

Sir: I have the honor to return herewith the letter from 
Hon. W. E. Niblack to the chairman of the Committee of 
Public Lands, House of Representatives, referred by you 
for report, recommending that an allowance be made the 
register at Vincennes, Indiana, for office rent; andalso that 


I ask the Clerk to 
It will fully explain 
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RETIREMENT OF MISSISSIPPI DELEGATION. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 


lowing communication: 


Wastineron, D. C., January 12, 1861. 
Sir: Having received official information that the State 
ot Mississippi, through a convention re presenting the soy 
ereignty ot the State, has passed an ordinanee withdrawing 
from the Federal Government all the powers delegated to 
it at the time ot her admisston into the Union. it becomes 
our duty to lay this facet before you. and to 
we are no longer members of this body 
While we regret the necessity which impels our State to 
the adoption of this course, we desire to say that it meets 
our unqualified approval; and we shall return to her boson 


aunounce that 


| to share her fortunes, whatever they may be. 


an allowance be made John Moore, Esq., of Vincennes, | 


forsate keeping the books, papers, &c., of that land district, 


in the interval between the closing of the land office, under | 


the sixth section of the act of August 18, 1856, and its re 
opening under the act of December 21, 1858, (laws 11, pages 
140 and 373,) and to state that, inasmuch as the continu- 
ance of this office is a mere temporary matter, and the duties 
of both a register and receiver devolve upon the present 
incumbent, whose salary is fixed at $500 per annum, with 
certain fees, believed to amount to an inconsiderable an- 
nual sum, a reasonable amount for rent may properly be 
made. 

In reference to the other allowance, I have to state that 
the practice of this office, in cases of this kind, is to admit 
a claim for safe keeping books and papers of district land 
offices, not to exceed, at the rate of the officer’s salary, for 
the time the archives remain in possession of the person 
having them in charge. Such allowance could properly 


have been made Mr. Moore; bat for the reason that he | 


was at the time postmaster at Vincennes, and in the opin 
ion of the Department, as expressed in your letter of June 


|| 25, 1859, was not competent, under the laws, to receive 
compensation for this service. Had these books, &c., been | 
in the hands of one not holding a public office under the | 
Government, there would have been no objection to the 


allowance. Under the circumstances, | am of opinion that 
the usual compensation should be made Mr. Moore, and 
submit herewith the draft of a bill to meet the case. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH S. WILSON, Commissioner. 
Hon. Jacos Tromrson, Secretary of the Interior. 


We have the honor to be, very respecttully, your obedient 
servants, OTHO R. SINGLETON, 
WILLIAM BARKSDALE, 
REUBEN DAVIS, 
JOHN J. MeRAB, ’ 
L. Q, C. LAMAR, 


| Hon. Witttam PennineTon, Speaker of the House of Rep- 


resentatives. 


Mr. JONES. I move that the names of the 


| Mississippi delegation, as well av those of the 


South Carolina delegation, be stricken from the 
rol. 
Mr. ELY. I object to that motion. 


The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the 


motion cannot be received. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read | 


a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, moved to reconsider 


the vote just taken;and moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
PRIVATE BILLS ON THE SPEAKER’S TABLE. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 


lowing private bills from the Senate; which were | 


severally read a first and second time, and referred 
as indicated below: 

An act (No. 395) for the relief of Samuel 
Worcester—to the Committce on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 


An act (No. 376) for the relief of Major Ben- 


| jamin Alvord, paymaster United States Army— 


to the Committee on Military Affeirs. 
An act (No. 463) for the relief of W.H. Vesey 
—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


IOWA PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


Mr. VANDEVER, I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House for leaveto take up Senate res- 
olution No. 2, to relinquish to the State of lowa 
the title of the United States to five sections of 
land donated to that State at the time of her ad- 
mission into the Union, to aid in the construction 
of certain public buildings. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I object; andI give notice 
that 1 will hereafter object to everything that is 
not in order. 

PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. BURNETT. I makea privileged motion. 


I move that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
If there be no objection, I hope this 
will be considered as objection day in the com- 
mittee. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


| arree to that. 


fand office at Vincennes, Indiana, during the time || 


o - — ° . 
Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I hope the gentle- 
man will not submit that motion at this time. 
Mr. BURNETT. I withdraw it for the present. 
JOUN D. OTT AND Il. J. M’ LAUGHLIN. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, from the Committee 
of Accounts, reported a joint resolution to pay 
John D. Ott and Henry J. McLaughlin for ser- 
vices rendered in the folding-room of the House 
of Representatives; which was read a first and 
second time, referred toa Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


Mr. BURNETT. If gentlemen notify the 
Speaker, and through him the House, that they 
have left the House, their State having withdrawn 
from the Union, it does seem to me that there is 
not the least necessity in the Clerk calling their 
names. 

Mr. SPINNER. Does the gentleman from 
Kentucky state that they have resigned their 
places in this House? If that be the position of 
these retiring delegations, then perhaps he may 
be right. 

Mr. BURNETT. They have retired from 
their seats here because their States have retired 
from the Union. 

Mr. SPINNER. They are not out of the 
Union. We all deny that. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the point 


of order of the gentleman from Kentucky. 


The communication was then laid upon the 


table. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. SHERMAN moved that the rules be sus- 


pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union on the Navy appropriation; and pending 
that motion, he moved that general debate in 
committee be terminated in five minutes after 
consideration of the bill shall be resumed. 

Mr. BURNETT. Lcannot consent to the idea 


| of confining all debate upon the naval appropria- 
| tion bill, which is already a special order, and 
| upon which debate must be confined to the merits 


of the bill, to the period of ten minutes. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will say, then, one hour, 
if the gentleman desires it. 

Mr. BURNETT. I do not believe, in this 
advanced stage of the proceedings of the House, 
with so many of our appropriation biils already 
passed, and in view of the action of the Senate, 
that there is any necessity for closing debate in 
this summary manner, orof confining debate upon 
so important bills as the Army and Navy bills. 
Hence I cannot agree to the motion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio; and I again submit the motion 


|| that the House resolve itself into a Committee of 


We will 


Hh 


| the Whole upon the Private Calendar. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. Then I hope it will be under- 
stood that it shall be considered as objection day. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I believe my motion takes 
precedence. 

Mr. BURNETT. This being private bill day, 
my motion isa matter of course. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Is this objection day? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I object to its being objec- 
tion day : 

Mr. BURNETT. It willbe impossible for us 
to make any headway upon the Private Calendar 
unless there be an agreement that this shall be 
considered objection day. As that is objected to, 
I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move, then, that all gen- 
eral debate be terminated upon the naval bill in 
one hour after going into committee. That will 
not cut off five minutes’ debate. 

The motion was agreed to. 








HAG 


Mr. SHERMAN. Now I cal! for the question 
« that the House resolve itself into 


onunmyt ) mn i 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, 
‘he question was put; and the motion wa: 
rY d to, 
The House accordingly resolved itself into th 


of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Coutrax in thechair,) and resumed the con- 
sideratron of the 


‘ immittes 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Clerk read the first clause of the bill. 
Mir. COX obtained the floor, and indicated a 
purpose to make a speech. 

Mr. BURNETT. Before the gentleman from 
Olio proceeds, I think it wise to submit a ques 
tion to the Chair. 


Mr. SHERMAN. This bill is a special order, 


and debate must be confined to the merits of the 


bill. 
Mr. BURNETT. 


I want to make an inquiry 
of the Chair. 


A gentleman on the floor attempted 
to make a speech a day or two ago, and was‘cut 


off almost as soon as he commenced. Now, I 
want—— 

Mr. SHERMAN. Unless my colleague speaks 
to the merits of the bill, I must object. He can- 


not indulge in general debate, 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to ask the Chair 
whether, t this hour’s debate, it would be in 
order for me, or any other gentleman upon this 
floor, to make a speech upon the present aspect 
of the politcal questions of this country, all of 
which would go to show that there ourht not to 
he any appropriation made for naval purposes by 
ihis Congress? 

TheCHAIRMAN. TheChairthinksnot. The 
rule adopted last session in reference to making 
special orders of appropriation bills reads as fol- 
lows: 

In the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union all debate upon special orders shall be confined 
irictly to the measure under consideration.” 


That was intended to change the old rule, which 
allowed unlimited debate: and therefore, the Chair 
thinks no debate will be in order, unless it Is di- 
rected to the particular merits of the appropria- 
tions contained in this bill. Debate as to whether 
there should be any appropriations at all in the 
Navy bill would not be in order. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I suppose it is understood 


that, after the appropriation bills are passed, the 


widest latitude of debate will be permitted. That | 


will probably be after Monday next. 

Mr. COX. I will very frankly state to the 
Chair that my object was to indulge in general 
debate. I did not intend to speak to the specific 
matter of the bill now under cv nsideration. Ido 
not want to enter upon my speerh and leave any 
portion of it not delivered, and therefore I would 
like the sense of the House upon this question 
before | commence. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would like to 
yrauty the gentleman from Ohio; but the word 
‘strictly’? being used in this rule for the pur- 
pose of changing the old practice of allowing the 
widest latitude of debate, the rule must be admin- 
istered strictly. The only way the Chair can sub- 
mit the question to the House, is by the gentleman 
from Ohio appealing from the decision of the 
Chair. 

Mr. COX. 


owh case 


I will not take an appeal in my 
, though in another case [ would. | 
therefore yield the floor, and will avail myself of 
another opportunity when this discussion will be 
iu order. 

Mr. BURNETT. Now, I will say to the Chair 
that I desire to make a speech, addressing itself 
to the aspect of the political affairs and condition 
of the country generally; and I desire, before | 
commence, to ask the Chair whether I shall be 

vrmitted todo so. And I want to state to the 
au that my argument will go to the whole 
merits of this bill. My object will be to show 
that the Army and Navy are, as | believe from 
present movements, to be used for the purpose of 
coercion against a portion of the States which 
have recently been in this Confederacy, but which, 
by their action, have placed themselves out of it; 
and believing that to be case, | want to make an 
argument to show that no appropriation ought to 
be made, either for the Army or the Navy, for 
such a purpose. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I make the pointof order, 
that such a speech would not be in order, because 
it is not rermane to this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to 
the gentlemen from Ohio and Kentucky, that he 

ustains the point of order made by the gentleman 

from Ohio, and for this reason: that were the 
construction to be placed upon th rule which the 
rentleman from Kentucky desires, the rule would 
be mere surplusage. ‘That was the old rule, which 
this rule was Mtendad tochange. Therefore the 
Chair decides that general debate is not in order. 
Mr. BURNETT. I appeal from the decision 


of the Chair. 


The question was put, ** Shall the decision of | 


the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- 
tee??? Aud it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

The Clerk read the next clause of the bill, as 
follows: 

“Por pay of commission, warrant, and petty officers 
and seamen, including the engineer corps of the Navy, 
$4.438,577.°? 

Mr. PRYOR. I move to strike out thé lines 
seven, cight, nine, and ten, including the chief 
appropriation to the naval service. 

Mr. Chairman, so long as the American Navy 


| was engaged in the lawful and beneficent enter- 


prise of protecting the interests of commerce, en- 
larging the boundaries of discovery, and main- 
taining the honor of our flag against foreign at- 
tack, | voted to accord ita generous support. But 


| now, sir, when it is to be employed for the inhu- 


man purpose of subjugating sovereign States, and 


| imposing the yoke of military despotism upon a 


people who are guilty of no other crime than a 
gallant resistance to wrong and oppression, I 
would sink it in the abyss of ocean before I 


| would grant ita farthing. A bulwark of national 


defense, it invokes the nation’s gratitude; the 
dread instrument of death and desolation in fratri- 
cidal strife, it deserves the nation’s exccration. 
‘To my mind, the most disastrous portent of 
these unhappy times is the obvious and absolute 
prevalence of the military temper in the councils 
of the Administration. An imbecile Executive 
has fallen under the ascendency of an aspiring 
soldier, and the country is ruled by a ** Mayor of 
the Palace.”’ The arts of statesmanship are no 
longer applied in the solution of politica! difficul- 


ties; but the sword is castinto the balance of sec- 


tional controversy. Instead of messengers of con- 
ciliation to a maleontent people, the Government 
dispatches men and munitions of war to constrain 
obedience to an obnoxious sway. Though no 
foreign foot treads the soil of America with hos- 
tile purpose, troops are distributed and concen- 
trated as if to repel imminent invasion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [rise toa point of order. 
I have listened to the remarks of the gentleman 
from Virginia, and I cannot see that they are in 
order. 

Mr. PRYOR. If the gentleman willallow me, 
I will conclude in a mbment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the gentleman will 


| confine his remarks to what is appropriate to his 


amendment, and not press them beyond that. 

{Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, here reported as truly enrolled an 
act for the relief of Hockaday & Liggit; when 
the Speaker signed the same. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio insist upon his point of order? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I waive it in the hope that 
the gentleman from Virginia will confine his re- 
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Sir, as I am restricted within the limits of aus 
bate pertinent to the amendment I have proposed 
I will conclude by availing my self of the oceasion 
to give warning to the people of Virginia tha; a 
plan is maturing, and preparations are making. to 
subject them to Federal tyranny by the compy 
sion of force, and to implore them, by every con 
sideration of safety and of honor toconcert prom, 
and adequate measures of resistance. For my 
I will discharge my duty here by opposing every 
appropriation for the support of an Army and 
Navy that are to be employed in this unhalloy 
enterprise, 

Mr. CLEMENS. Mr. Chairman, I should he 
unjust to myself; | believe I should be unjys: 
to the people of Virginia, if the inlammatory pe. 
marks of my colleague passed this House tinr- 
buked; and standing here, as I do, on terms of 
equality with him, representing a district which, 
in case of a conflict of arms, is thrown upon a 
defenseless border, I appeal to him to know 
whether 

Mr. GARNETT. 


aly 


ved 





Mr. Chairman, I cal! upon 


| you to enforce the rules of order upon that mem- 


ber from Virginia. You ruled my colleague {Mr, 
Pryor] and myself out of order. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. Turn about is fair play 
I hope the gentleman from Virginia willbeallowed 
to proceed. 

Mr. GARNETT. I know thathe will reeeiye 
aid from the Black Republicans; but I call him to 
order. 

Mr. PRYOR. My colleague will allow me a 
moment to make a suggestion. If the House wil! 
do my colleague [Mr. Cirmens] the courtesy to 
let him speak, and me the courtesy to allow me 
to reply to him, I shall be content. 

Mr.GARNETT. I will waive the point of 
order on that condition. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Let that be the understand- 
ing. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


I will not make myself a 


| party to any understanding which will tie my 


hands in enforcing the rules of the House. I hope 
gentlemen will confine themselves within the rules 
of the House in the discussion of this bill, and 
next week we shallhavea general field of debate, 
and I hope we shall all have a chance to pertici- 
pate in it. 


Mr. PRYOR. 


I trust my colleague near me 


| will withdraw his objection. 


Mr. GARNETT. I withdraw it. 

Mr. HINDMAN. [renew the objection. 

Mr. HILL. The Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ark- 
ansas raised a point of order. Does he insist 
upen itr 


Mr. HINDMAN. I do; but with the under- 


| Standing that the gentleman from Virginia, who 


first spoke, shall have an opportunity tor spond 
to his colleague, I will not insist upon the point 
of order. If that be denied, I will insist upon it. 

Mr. HILL. I object to any such understand- 
ing being made. The kind personal feeling which 
[ entertain toward the member from Virginia, 
who was first up, [Mr. Pryor,] induced me to 


| refrain from interposing during his remarks. | 


can perceive that members upon the other side of 


| the House are quite as ready for this kind of de- 


| marks within what was understood to be the de- || 
| cision of the Chair awhile ago. 


Mr. PRYOR. If the gentleman from Ohio will 
allow me, I will confine myself vigorously and 
logically to the question raised by my amend- 
ment. I was saying, Mr. Chairman, that al- 
though no foreign foot treads the soil of America 
with unfriendly purpose, yet troops are distrib- 


| uted and concentrated as if to resist imminent in- 
| vasion. 


Forts are garrisoned with the avowed 


purpose of overawing sovereign States; and, even | 


in this District, masses of mercenaries are ac- 


cumulating to inaugurate the President of the | 


people in blood. A salutary principle of an- 


tique liberty forbade the presence of a commis- | 
sioned general within the walls of Rome; but this, | 
along with all other maxims of republican free- | 


dom, is banished from the councils of this most 
detestable Administration. 


bate as the gentleman from Virginia or any other 
man from the South, however ardent he may be. 
It has been my policy from first to last to interpose 
objection to inflammatory debate. There ts spirit 
enough on my right, (the Republican side of the 
House,) and feeling enough to accept the gage 
thrown down here. I stand here for the conserv- 


| ative country, and against extremes anywhere. 


Mr. HINDMAN. I call the gentlewan from 
Georgia to order. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Georgia is not in order in debating the point ot 
order. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. 
ing very well. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will decide the 
,oint of order; and any gentleman who is dissat- 
isfied with the decision can take an appeal. 

Mr. HILL. I was merely interposing my ob- 


He is talk- 


|| jection, sir, to any such understanding as that 


proposed by the gentleman from Arkansas. | 
The CHAIRMAN. The first gentleman from 
Virginia who spoke, evidentiy went beyond the 
decision of the Chsir, which was sustained by 
the committee. The gentleman from Ohio | Mr. 
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joint of order was not pressed, the Chair allowed 
the gentleman to proceed—it being evidently by 
unanimousconsent. Very certainly the language of 
the gentleman from Virginia in regard to the Ad- 
ministration and the Navy was not legitimate to 
the Army appropriation bill; but as the point of 
order was not pressed, the Chair allowed the 
gentleman to proceed. But the point of order 
being now made upon the other gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Cremens,] the Chairis compelled 


to sustain it, and decides that the gentleman’s re- | 


marks are not in order, and that he cannot be 
allowed to proceed. 

Mr. GARNETT. Permit me to remind the 
Chair and the committee, that my colleague [Mr. 
Pryor] desisted the moment the point of order 
was made and decided against him. 

Mr. HILL. Let me remark, in justice to my- 
self, that I should not object if the colloquy was 
to be confined to the two gentlemen from Virginia, 
and not to take the wide latitude which I believe it 
would take. 

Mr. HINDMAN. 
to order. 

Mr. HILL. That is all I wished to say. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

The question was taken on Mr. Pryor’s amend- 
ment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. I offer the following amend- 
ment.to come in at the end of the tenth line: 

Provided, That if the monthly pay due any of the war- 
rant and petty officers and seamen of the Navy shall remain 
unpaid for more than three months at any time after the 
date of the approval of this act, said officers and seamen 
ehail be entitled, on demand, to receive their discharge. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
that amendment. 
fore not in order. 


Mr. PHELPS. 


I again call the gentleman 


I raise a point of order on 
It is legislation, and is there- 


I have a word to say in re- 


spect to the point of order. The clause under con- 


sideration appropriates the pay for the officers of 
the Navy, and also for the warrant and petty 
officers and seamen of the Navy. At the present 
time the warrant and petty officers and seamen of 
the Navy are enlisted for a term of three years, 
and are not entitled to their discharge till they 
have served that period of time. The Treasury 
of the United States is bankrupt. I expectit will 
continue bankrupt for some time to come. And 
Iam unwilling that these men, who are thus en- 
listed into the service, and who have families at 
home, shall not be continued in service if the pay 
due them by the Government of the United States 
is not paid them at least every three months. 

My amendment, therefore, proposes, thatif the 
monthly pay due the seamen of your Navy shall 
not be paid to them every three months, they 
shall, if they desire it, receive their discharge. 
Such a provision is properand right, and is a lim- 
itation on the appropriation contained in the 
clause. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order of the gentleman from Ohio. The 
op go ay of the gentleman from Missouri may 


ye a very judicious one; but as there is no pro- | 


vision of law authorizing it, and as the enlistment 
is for a term of years, this would be a change of 
the existing law, and therefore cannot be received 
as an amendment to an apprepriation bill. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
of the Chair. 

Mr. MORSE. 


out the following proviso: 


expended in any navy-yard in the repair of any vessel until 
the necessity of such repair, and the probable cost thereof, 
is ascertained by the reportof a board of not less than three 
officers of the Navy, with such one of the naval construc- 
tors as the Departmenf may designate ; and that it shall be 
the duty of the Secretary to cause a survey to be made by 
a board of naval officers, in connection with a naval con- 
structor, of the sailing vessels of the Navy, to ascertain 
which of them can profitably be fitted up with auxiliary 
steam power ; and that, in the expenditure of the money 
hereby appropriated, he shall, so far as the same may be 
applied to sailing vessels, employ the same, as far as prac- 


I must submit to the decision | 


I move to amend by striking | 


ticable, in supplying such vessels with auxiliary steam 


power.”’ 


This proviso proposes a change in the mode of 
surveying a vessel for repairs after her return from 
sea. The present practice, undera proviso adopted 
last session, is, that when a ship returns from a 
voyage and needs repairs that will cost over $3,000, 
she is examined by a surveying party, consisting 
of one officer of the Navy, one constructor, and 


THE 


SurrMan] raised that question of order; butas the 


are necessary, and estimate the cost thereof. The 
law, as it now stands, puts the business into the 
right hands—into the hands of men who under- 
stand it. Butthis proviso proposes to change that 
practice, and to put the survey into the hands of 
a board of naval officers, to consist of three officers 
and one constructor. Now, what would be the 
effect of that? There may be in the board one 
commander who has had some txperience, one 
lieutenant, and perhaps a midshipman. They go 
on and examine the hull of the vessel, the plank- 
ing, the deck, the frame work, to sce how much 
is ina state of decay, and what repairs will be 
necessary. These are not the right kind of men 
to make such a survey. 
your navy-yards a constructor, to whom you pay 
$2,600 a year, and master-workmen at a salary 
of $1,200 cach; responsible men, and best qualified 
to perform such a task. The repairing of a ship 
is a mechanical business. Itis the duty of officers 
of the Navy to sail and take care of a vessel, and 
to fight her; but not to repair her. This proviso 
takes the work out of the hands of practical work- 
men, and puts it into the hands of officers who 
know nothingaboutit. I wantto continue it where 
it is. The present practice works well. I am 
informed at the Department that it works admi- 
rably—much better than the old practice did. If 
it be necessary to repair an engine, and to spend 
five or ten thousand dollars upon it, would you 
send to examine ita younglieutenant? He may 


You have in each of 


understand the duties of his rank very well, and | 


know nothing about machinery. A commander 
may understand his business perfectly, and yet 
not be competent to judge of an engine. Would 
you notrathersend yourchief engineer, your mas- 
ter-workmen in the machine shop, to examine and 
see what repairs are necessary? Why, certainly, 
sir. I trust, therefore, that there will be no diffi- 
culty in striking out this proviso; because I con- 
sider it as degrading to the mechanics in your 
navy-yards, inasmuch as it takes from them the 
control of the business which they understand, 
and gives it to those who, of necessity, know 


nothing about it. 


Mr.SHERMAN. 


I trust that the amendment 


of my friend from Maine will not be adopted, for | 


this reason: formerly, there were large amounts 
expended on old hulks in the Navy, without any 
previous examination, or the report of any board. 
In one case there was from fifty to one hundred 
thousand dollars spent on the repairs of a vessel 
which, after the repaws, was not worth as much 
as they cost. Asimiler proviso to that now pro- 
posed was adopted two yearsago; and I was in- 
formed the other day by the head of the Bureau 
of Yards and Docks, that it operated well, and 
saved a large sum by preventing expenditures on 
vessels that were not worth repairs. 1 hope, 
therefore, the proviso will not be stricken out. 
Mr. MORSE. 
If this proviso be struck 
out, it will leave in operation the proviso which 
my friend says has been found to work so well. 
[agree with him that itis desirable to prevent 


| the useless expenditure of money which took 


piace under the old system. 

Mr.SHERMAN. The proviso offered by my 
friend from Maine last year, expired with the 
year; and therefore the phraseology in this one 
differs, so as to make it continuous. If this pro- 
viso be not similar to that one, I am perfectly 
willing to make it similar, only to extend its op- 


s 2 |! eration generally. 
“ Provided, That not more than $5,000 shall hereafter be | m y 


Mr. MORSE. I was informed at the Depart- 


| ment that if this proviso were not inserted, the 


| last sessien, would be continued. 


present practice, under the proviso offered by me 
I therefore, in 


I wish to say one word in reply | 
| tomy friend from Ohio. 


accordance with my friend’s suggestion, propose | 


to substitute the proviso of last year for this one. 


| I therefore withdraw my amendment; and | now 


move to amend by striking out the proviso, and 
inserting the following: 


Provided, That not more than $3,000 shall hereafter. be 
expended at any navy-yard in repairing the bull and spars 
of any vessel, until the necessity and expediency of such 
repair, and the probable cost thercof, be ascertained and re- 
ported to the Navy Department by an examining board, to 
be composed of one captain or commander in the Navy, to 
be appointed by the Secretary of the Navy, the naval con- 
structor of the yard where any vessel may be ordered for 
repairs, and two master workmen of such yard, or one mas- 
ter-workman and an engineer of the Navy, according tothe 
nature of the repairs to be made; said master workmen or 
engineer to be designated by the head of the Bureau ot Con- 


| out of order. 
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expended in repairs on the sails and rigging of any vessel 
until the expediency and necessity of such repairs, and the 
estimated cost thereof, have been ascertained and reported 
to the Navy Department, by an examining board, to be 
composed of one naval officer, to be appointed by the Sec 

retary of the Navy, and the master-rigger and master-sail 

maker of the yard where such vessel may be ordered. 


rr ° } 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. FLORENCE, | 


the 
amendment: 


move following 


And provided further, That the salary of clerks of vards 
and clerks to commandants at the navy-yards at Pen 
sacola, Norfolk, Philadelphia, New York, Kittery, and 
Boston, shall be the same as is paid to persons hulding 
the same positions and performing the same duties at the 
Washington navy-yard; to take effect on and after July 
1, in the year 1856. . 

Mr. Chairman, I sincerely trust my amend- 
ment will be adopted. It is a just one. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Is that amendment recom- 
mended by the Committee on Naval Affairs? If 
it is, I will not make a point of order on it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. T offer it on my own mo- 
tion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then I object toit. 1 un- 
derstand that the Committee on Naval Affairs 
have considered this matter, and are prepared to 
submit an amendment. To that amendment 1 
will not object. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I do not desire to press 
any amendment before the committee when it 1s 
Sut L appeal to the gentieman not 
to make a point of order on my amendment. If 
he will look into the subject, he will be satisfied 
that it is manifestly just., If | had the oppertu- 
nity now, I could convince the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, as well as the 
members of the committee, that we owe it to 
justice at once to adopt the amendment I have 


submitted. 


The CHAIRMAN. 
section. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Very well, then, I will say 
aword. In 1856 the Navy appropriation bill 
passed with a provision fixing the compensation 
of the clerks at the different navy-yards at $1,200 
perannum. Under that provision those clerks 
were paid that salary for two years and more. 
The Fourth Auditor of the Treasury, because, in 
his judgment, there was not in the Navy appro- 
priation bill of 1856 any clause specially repeal- 
ing the preceding law fixing the salary of those 
clerks, refused to check off $1,200 a year to cach 
one of them. For the years that they were paid 
that amount, all over what the preceding Taw al 
lowed has been put down against them as due to 
the United States. 1 propose that they shall be 
relieved from the payment of that money. They 
performed their services under the belief that 
$1,200 a year was their salary, and, indeed, as I 
have stated, they received it for several years. 

My amendment, beside doing that act of jus- 
tice, goes still further, and treats all these navy- 
yard clerks alike, by equalizing the salary of all 
those of equal grade. I do not desire to debate 
the question in full. Itis a meritoriédus amend- 
ment, and I sincerely trust that it-will be agreed 
to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Iam perfectly willing, as 
the Committee on Naval Affairs have acted on 
this subject, to waive objection to the amendment 
they will report. I make the point of order, that 


Debate is in order on the 


| the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
| vaniachanges the existing law, and is therefore not 


in order, under the rules, to one of the general 


| appropriation bills. 


| clerks at the navy-yards. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order, and the amendment cannot there- 
fore be received, 

Mr. FLORENCE, It does not change any 
existing law. There is no law in reference to the 
salary of these clerks that I propose to change by 
my amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman is mistaken. 
The existing law does fix the salary of these 
I think that it fixes 
them too low. At the same time, I will say, that 
I understand the Committee on Naval Affairs 
have had that matter under consideration, and 
have matured an amendment which they will offer 
at the proper time. , 

Mr. FLORENCE. That will suit me. Iam 
satisfied to get all the justice for these men that 
I can. | know when I was on the Committee on 


two master-workmen, who are to see what repairs || struction and Repairs; and not more than $1,000 shall be || Naval Affairs, I often tried to have the matter 
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matured, and finally acted on. At all events, 
whenever I did present the amendment, it was 
met by the same objection now interposed by the 





pentieman from Ohio. 

But, in answer to the gentleman from Ohio, I 
m t iy, that I think my amendment is not open 
to the charge that it changes the existing law. 
Chere is no existing law, as | understand it, fix- 


ing the salary of these clerks. It is fixed by an 
arbitrary decision of the Di partment. The Fourth 
Auditor did not, under the law of 1856, check off 
the salary that 1s due them; and my amendment 
is for the better execution of that law, and not to 
change it, 

TheCHAIRMAN. TheChairrules the amend- 
ment out of order. 

Mr. MORSE. I will state thatthe amendment 
I sha!! propose will legalize the payments which 
were made to these clerks, and prevent deductions 
from being made from their present salary of $900 
perannum. Ido not propose to raise their salary 
to what is allowed at the navy-yard in Washing- 
ton—some $1,400 per annum—but only to legalize 
what was paid to them in former years under the 

ustractions of the Navy Department. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Iam willing to take that, 
and then cet as much more as I can. 

Mr. MORSE. If the gentleman pleases, when 
my amendment is before the committee, he can 
inove hisasanamendmenttoit. We have agreed 
to report allthat we thought we could get through. 

Mr FLORENCE, 1 will pursue that course. 

Mr. COX. I move the following amendment: 


For the purchase of the right to use in the United States | 


Navy,on steamships and propellors, a governor to a marine 
Kteam engine, subject to the selection of the Secretary of 
the Navy, $25,000. 

Mr. Chairman, I speak to this amendment 
under some disadvantage. Perhapsthe House will 
remember thata few days ago I offered a resolu- 
tion calling for information from the Seer tary of 
the Navy, with reference to any experiments tried 
in his Departme ntconcerningagovernor for steam 
marine engines. The report, | know, has been 
pe pared in the Department, but whether it has 
vcen sent here, and is on the Speaker’s table or 
not, | cannot say. It ought to have been here at 
this time. In that report, when it comes before 
us, it will be seen that, two years ago, the Navy 
Department tried an experiment with reference to 
this great desideratum upon our steamships and 
propellors. 

Some three or four years ago the Seer tary of 
the Navy advertised for a governor to a steam 
marine engine, for the purpose of protecting our 
steam engines on shipboard from damage and loss 
in storms and shipwrecks. Under that adver- 
tisement various experiments were tried. Among 
others, a young mechanic from my own district 
invented a governor, and took out a patent for it 
in France and England,as wellas in this country. 
At the request of the Secretary of the Navy, he 
brought it to this city and fixed it up in the navy- 
yard here. It was there tried and found to be so 
valuable that officers in charge of the navy-yard 
would not let it go. They kept it, paying the 
inventor only the price of making it. He had it 
placed upon some of our steamships. It was 
placed upon the Pocahontas at Norfolk, and the 
Inventor went with it to Cuba, to see whether it 
would operate properly. It operated well, and 
answered perfectly the purpose for which it was 
designed. It operated so handsomely as to save 
all risk and danger of breakage upon the steam- 
ship; and the chief engineer of the Navy wrotea 
report sanctioning it as the very desideratum 
called for by the Secretary of the Navy. My 
object in calling the attention of the committee to 
this invention is, that just re muneration may be 
made to the inventor. In the opinion of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy it will save to the Government 
the expenses incident to the use of steam engines 
inour Navy. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I suggest to my colleague 
to strike out the words that the Secretary of the 
Navy be instructed, and provide that he shall 
authorize the use of this governor, if he deem it 
best and expedient to do so. 

Mr. COX. I accept the amendment; and I 
hope the amendment, as modified, will be adopted. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Marine Corps.—For pay of officers, non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, privates, clerks, messengers, stewards, 
and servants; for rations and clothing tor servants, addi- | 


tional rations for five years’ service ; for undrawn clothing 
and rations, bounties for reénlistments, $425,278 60. 

Mr. GARNETT. I move to reduce that ap- 
propriation $100,000; and I call for a division of 


the committee on the amendment. 


Mr. BRANCH. There is obviously no quorum | 


present; and many of those who are here would 


like, Ll have no doubt, to go over to the Senate. | 


I move that the committee rise. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let us first get through 
with this bill. However, I would not object to 
taking a recess for an hour. 

Mr. BRANCH. 


the committee rise. 


I insist on my motion that 


The committee divided; and there were ayes a 


noes 44; no quorum. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let us go on and finish 
this bill; and then we can rise and adjourn. 

Mr. GARNETT. I have an hour’s speech to 
make on the bill; which the Chair, | know, will 
decide to be pertinent; and I have also some two 
or three thousand amendments to offer. 

The roll was then called; when the following 
members failed to answer to their names: 


Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Adrain, Allen, 
Aliey, Thomas L. Anderson, Ashley, Ashmore, Avery, 
Babbitt, Barksdale, Barr, Barret, Beale, Bingham, Blair, 
Bocock, Bonham, Boteler, Bouligny, Boyee, Brabson, 
triggs, Brown, Burnett, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, 
Carey, Carter, Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, Clemens, 
Clopton, Coburn, Clark B. Cochrane, Johu Cochrane, 
Conkling, Corwin, Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, Craw- 
ford, Curry, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Reuben Davis, 
Dawes, De Jarnette, Delano, Dimmick, Duell, Dunn, 
Edmundson, Edwards, Ely, English, Etheridge, Fenton, 
Fouke, Frank, Garnett, Gartrell, Gooch, Graham, Hale, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hardeman, J. Morrison Harris, John T. 
Harris, Haskin, Hatton, Hawkins, Helmick, Hickman, Hill, 
Hoard, Humphrey, Jackson, Jenkins, Keitt, Francis W. 
Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kilgore, Kunkel, Lamar, Lan 
drum, Larrabee, James M. Leach, Leake, Lee, Logan, 
Longnecker, Loomis, Love, Lovejoy, Maclay, Marston, 
Charles D. Martin, Elbert S. Martin, Maynard, McCler- 
nand, McKean, MceKenty, McPherson, McQueen, McRae, 
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Mr.SHERMAN. A quorum having answ: red 
to their names, I move that all further proceedin 
under the call be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 

[A message was here received from the Senatp 
by Mr. Hickey, one of their clerks, notifying th, 
House that the Senate had passed, without am. nd- 
ment, a bill of the House, for the relief of the as. 
signee of Hon. David C, Broderick, deceased.) 

Mr. SHERMAN moved that the rules be sus. 
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pended, and that the House resolve itself jnto 


Miles, Millward, Montgomery, Sydenham Meore, Moor- | 


head, Morrill, Nelson, Nixon, Noell, Olin, Palmer, Pendle- 
ton, Perry, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Potter, Pottle, Pryor, 
Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Edwin R. Reynolds, Rice, James 
C. Robinson, Rust, Scott, Scranton, Sickles, Simms, Sin- 


gicton, William Smith, Somes, Spaulding, Stallworth, | 


Stevens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, William Stewart, | 


Taylor, Theaker, ‘Thomas, Underwood, Vallandigham, 
Vanee, Van Wyck, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Webster, Wilson, Windom, Winslow, Wood, 
Woodson, and Wright. 


The committee then rose, and the Speaker hav- | 


ing resumed the chair, Mr. Cotrax reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, acecording to order, had the naval ap- 
propriation bill under consideration, and finding 
itself without a quorum, had caused the roll to be 
called, and the absentees noted; and had directed 
him to report the facts to the House. 

Mr. FLORENCE. The House have not yet 
got into the habit of coming here on Saturdays; 
and believing that we shall do no business, as 
there is not a quorum present, I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. SHERMAN. We can pass this bill to- 
day; and therefore I call for the yeas and nays 
upon the motion to adjourn. There is a quorum 
since they have come in from the Senate. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I withdraw my motion to 
adjourn. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. As no quorum answered to 
their names, no motion is in order, except a mo- 
tion to adjourn or to call the House. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that there be a call 
of the House. Many members have come in 
since the call in the committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The roll was then called, when the following 
members failed to answer to their names: 

Messrs. Allen, Alley, Thomas L. Anderson, Ashmore, 
Barksdale, Barr, Barret, Bonham, Boyce, Brabson, Branch, 
Briggs, Burnett, Campbell, Carter, Horace F. Clark, Clop- 
ton, Coburn, John Cochrane, Corwin, Covode, Crawford, 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of tp 
Union, (Mr. Cotrax in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the naval appropriation bill: 
the pending question being on striking out* 400,” 
in line seventy-three, and inserting ** 300,” 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. GARNETT. I move to amend by styik- 
ing out the word * freight,’’ in line cighty-nine- 
and upon that I call for adivision, — ~ 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Spiyxer, 
and Craic of Missouri, were appointed, 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 4, noes 92; no quorum voting. 

During the division, 

Mr. SHERMAN said: I give notice that | 
will see who does not vote, and I will report 
their names to the committee. 

Mr. GARNETT. I think the Chairman has 
said that the rules of the House require that every 
member shall vote. There is the gentleman by 
my side, [Mr. Hinpman,] who did not vote, | 
hope the Chair will enforce the rules upon him. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will say to th 
gentleman from Virginia that, inasmuch as he in- 
sists that the Chair shall call upon members to 
vote who have not voted, he feels it his duty to 
remind the gentleman from Virginia himself that 
he has not voted. 

Mr.GARNETT. Then I hope the Chair will 
enforce the rules upon the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia. 

The CHAIRMAN. The chairman of the com- 
mittee can only suggest to members that the rules 
require that every member shall vote. 

Mr.GARNETT. I submit, asa point of order, 
that itis the duty of the Chair to report the names 


| of the delinquents to the House, 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state to 
the gentleman from Virginia that it is not th 


| duty of the Chair, unless ordered by the commit- 


tee, to report anything to the House. 

Mr. BURNETT. I think, under the circum- 
stances, that we had better, by unanimous con- 
sent, rise and adjourn. 


The CHAIRMAN. The rule is imperative 


| that the roll shall be called 


The roll was then called; when the following 


| members failed to answer to their names: 


move that the House | 


Messrs. Allen, Alley, Thomas L. Anderson, Ashmore, 


| Babbitt, Barksdale, Barr, Barret, Beale, Bonham, Boyce, 


Brabson, Branch, Burch, Burlingame, Campbell, Carter, 
Horace F. Clark, Clopton, Coburn, Clark B. Cochrane, 
Conkling, Corwin, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Cur- 
tis, Davidson, H. Winter Davis, John G. Davis, Reuben 
Davis, Delano, Edmundson, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Englis!, 
Etheridge, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Frank, Garnett, 
Gilmer, Graham, Hamilton, Hardeman, J. Morrison Har- 
ris, Haskin, Hawkins, Hickman, Hill, Hindman, Hoard, 
Holman, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Keitt, William Ke! 
logg, Kunkel, Lamar, Landrum, Larrabee, James M 
Leach, Leake, Lee, Logan, Love, Maclay, Marston,Charles 
D. Martin, McClernand, McQueen, McRae, Miles, Mill 


| ward, Montgomery, Sydenham Moore, Nelson, Noell, Olin, 


|| Palmer, Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Potter, Potte, 


Pryor, Pugh, Reagan, Rice, Ruffin, Scott, Scranton, Simms, 
Sing!eton, William Smith, Somes, Stallworth, James A. 
Stewart, Stout, Tappan, Taylor, Underwood, Vallandig 
ham, Vandever, Van Wyck, Webster, Whiteley, Wilson, 
Winslow, and Wood. 

The committee then rose; and the Speaker 


having resumed the chair, Mr. Cotrax reported 


| that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


Curry, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Reuben Davis, Edwards, | 
Ely, English, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Frank, Hamilton, | 


Hardeman, Haskin, Hawkins, Hickman, Hill, Hindman, 
Hoard, Jackson, Jenkins, Keitt, Kunkel, Lamar, Landrum, 
Larrabee, Leake, Lee, Logan, Love, Maclay, Marston, 


Charles D. Martin, MeClernand, McQueen, McRae, Miles, | 
Millward, Montgomery, Sydenham Moore, Noel!, Palmer, | 
Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Potter, Pryor, Pugh, | 


| Reagan, Royce, Scott, Scranton, Simms, Singleton, Wil- 


liam Smith, Somes, Spaulding, Stallworth, Stevens, James 
A. Stewart, Stout, Tappan, ‘l'aylor, Thayer, Underwood, 
Vallandigham, Vandever, Van Wyck, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, Webster, Wilson, Winslow, and Wood. 


| 
| 


the Union had, according to order, had under 
consideration the naval appropriation bill, and, 
finding itself without a quorum, had caused the 
roll to be called and the absentees noted, and had 


| directed him to report the fact to the House. 


A quorum having answered to their names, the 
committee resumed its session; the pending mo- 
tion being to strike out the word ‘freight, 12 
line eighty-nine. 


Mr. GARNETT called for a division. 
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The, CH: AIRMAN aaienadh tellers; neal: ap- 
pointed d Messrs. KILLINGER and GaRNETT. 

The committee divided; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 3, noes ]01; no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will again 
state to the committee that a number of members 
ye not voted; and the Chair will ordera recount, 
! all members to vote. 

‘The committee again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 5, noes 116. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. HINDMAN. I move toamend by strik- 
ing out the word * ferry,”’ in line eighty-nine. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to 
the committee that he is powerless to enforce the 
rule re quiring members to vote, unless they see 
fit to obey it; but the Chair would submit to the 
committee, and to the gentleman from Arkansas, 
whether he should be permitted to avail himself 
of the privileges of the rules by offering amend- 
ments, when he refuses to obey the rules by vot- 


ré aes 


ing; and whether the Chair ought to receive his 


amendment under those circumstances? 

Mr. BURNETT. This committee cannot con- 
fer upon the Chairman the power to refuse an 
amendment. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has repeat- 


edly appealed to gentlemen to vote; but they have 
refused. 


Mr. BURNETT. 
ize the Chair to exercise the power of refusing to 


recelve an amendment. I move that the commit- 
tee do now rise. 


The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. GARNETT. 
amendment is put to the committee, I am disposed 
to state to the committee the object of my course. 
I shall be brief as possible, if the committee will 
rive me their attention. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can pro- 
ceed under the five minutes rule. 

Mr. GAR NETT. We believe that one of the 
oldest privileges of any parliamentary body, es- 
pecially of the popular branch, according to all 
the traditions of ourrace, bothin the mother coun- 
try and in this, is to cut off the supplies when we 


Sut that would not author- | 


Before the motion on the | 


believe that the Government is obnoxious to the | 


people we represent. We have allowed all the 
other appropriation bills, as gentlemen upon the 
other side know, to pass through without debate 
and without the slightest difficulty, I venture to 
say that the chairman of the Committee of Ways 


and Means will acknowledge that never in hisex- | 


verience have the appropriation bills passed the 
Touse with so little difficulty and with so little 
trouble to the gentlemen having them in charge, 
or with so little factions opposition of iS kind. 
We come now to the bills for the Army and Navy. 
The House knows—everybody throughout the 
country knows—that the present Administration 
proposes, and the future Administration will prob- 
ably propose,to use that Army and that Navy for 
the | purpose of civil war, as we call it; for the pur- 
pose of enforcing the laws, as they call it; and we 
know that there will be resistance on the part of 
certain States. And I submit to the Chair and to 
the gentleman, if it is not really a pertinent in- 
quiry—whether strictly in order on this bill or 
not—whether itisexpedient to appropriate money 
to sustain an Army and Navy which will be used 
for such purposes? 

Now, it would be perfectly in order for me—I 
presume the Chair will not aes that—to movea 


concluding clause to the bill, that no portion of | 


the money hereby appropriated shall beexpended 
upon ships of the Navy employed fora particular 
purpose; and that would obviously open up the 
whole — suion. 

Gentlemen upon the other side of the House 
tell us that they are willing, during the course of 
the session, to have general debate. We, on this 
side of the House, tell them that we desire to have 
_ vate now. We have reached the middle of the 

‘ssion, and we think it notan unreasonable priv- 
llege that the minority—smaill though that minor- 
ity may be—should be permitted by the majority 
‘o eXpress the sentiments of our constituents, 
especially upon a matter which, I submit to the 

indor of the other side of the House, is so per- 
“nent to these bills as the question whether we 
- appropriate money for the Army and Navy 

T tot. 

lam not going into the argument now. I con- 
tend that this Government is 3 being converted into 


I, for one, 


| debate should be alldwed; 


ssiaiiioeii y de spotism, aad that the hoon and N vavy 
are now being used ina manner not authorized 
by law and not consistent with the principles even 
ot gentlemen upon the other side of the House; 
and I ask the Hwuse to allow me to show thatin 
a speech of the proper length. 

Now, if the gentleman from Ohio will say that 
he will open debate upon such an amendmént as 
I have indicated when the Army bill comes up 
vill withdraw all present opposition 
to this bill. It isobvious that we of the minority 
have it in our power, by offering amendments, to 
delay the passage of this bill, and it must become 
a mere question of phy sical endurance. I ac- 
knowledge a the majority, being larger, may 
have greate Pig 4 r of endurance than we have 
but it Soe be obvious _ we can worry them 
at least as much as they can worry us, and we 
may thus be engaged in a he acted struggle and 
auseless exp nditure of time. I submit to rentle- 
men upon the other side of the fers if it would 
not be reasonable to allow us to debate the bill in 
a manner which I cont nd, and which I think 
candid minds on the other side willadmit, is strictly 
in order, or, if not strictly in order, so nearly so 
as to make it perfectly fair and legitimate 

air. SHERMAN. Mr. Chairman, in reply to 
the gentleman from Virginia, I will again repeat 
that I do not desire to stifle debate. When the 


first appropriation bill of the session was called | 


up, | proposed then that : reasonable time for 
but both sides of the 
House, by a decisive mi jority , insisted that that 
bill should be made a special order. I have re- 
garded that as the will of the majority of the 
House, and have so acted. 
to cut off debate by the gentleman from Virginia, 
or any other member of the House. Whenever 
the House indicates a desire to debate any bill, 

they can do so; but yesterday a majority, on the 
re ntleman’s own side of the House, voted to make 
this bill a special order. The majority, not only 
on this side of the House, but on the other side, 


decided then that it was better to postpone the 


| debate upon the 


condition of the country to a 


I have no disposition | 
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~~ SHERM AN ‘Rieuae promise that in 
reference to these re cular ap propriation bills; but 
I have said over and over again that upon any bill 
of a general character which fait ly presents this 
question of the condition of the country, I have 
no objection to the widest latitude of debate; in- 
deed, | think it right that we should debate that 
quesuon, and gentlemen will find that we upon 
this side of the House will meet it frankly, fairly, 
and without equivocation. We know the duiy 
imposed upon us by the people of the United 
States, and we inte nd to pe rform it in debate or 
elsewhere. I think we shall have ample time for 
debate; the gentleman from Virginia will have 
opportunity enough to say all he desires to say 
in regard to the pending dispute ‘$s in the country: 
and I trust that every me selene of the House will 
have the same opportunity. If I desire te exer- 
cise the right of expressing my opinions, I will 
exercise it. I know the y will ees from those of 
the gentleman from Virginia; but he will find no 
disposition on this side of the Llouse to avoid de- 
habe or any other issue that may be presented to 
us by our duty, our sworn duty, here or clse 
where. But I trust he will allow the or dinary 


appropriation bills to go through in the ordinary 


proper time—when the committee of thirty-three | 


Pall report, or when the bill of my colleague, 
[Mr. Bincuam,] commonly called a * foree bill,”’ 
shall be under consideration. 

These appropriation bills contain no new items. 
They embrace only the ordinary appropriations 
for the support of the Army and Navy; and it 
would have been necessary to pass them if no 
State had attempted to secede, and there had 
been no disturbance in the country. ‘They are 
the ordinary appropriation bills; and it seems to 
me that they ought not to be met with what I 
cannot but regard as factious Opposition; because, 
the rules, and vote on one side or the other, we 
could pass this bill without difficulty, and send it 
to the Senate. 

I repeat, again, Mr. Chairman, that after this 
bill and the Army bill shall have passed the House 
and been sent to the Senate—to the political friends 


of the gentleman from Virginia—then I have no | 


doubt there will be no obj ction to the widest lat- 
itude of debate; indeed, if a majority of the House 
are willing to allow debate on the Army bill, I 

shall have no objection, and I will not move to 
make it a special order unless J find that it is the 
desire of alarge majority of the House to limit the 
debate to the terms of the bill. I hope, therefore, 
the gentleman will withdraw his opposition to this 
bill, or at least vote on one side or the other upon 
amendme nts. 

Mr.GARNETT. I acknowledge that the ma- 
jority of the House, which the gentlemen oppo- 
site constitute, do not want debate; but Lask that 
majority if it is not fair that the minority of ‘the 
House, smal! though it may be, should now, in 
the middie of the session, be allowed an oppor- 
tunity to pr sent our views on the condition of 
the count 7 ? 

Mr.SHERMAN. The only question is as to 
the point of time—whether we shall del ay th 
ording ary business of the session for the j purpose 
of engaging in gencral debate. 

Mr.GARNETT. Ifthe gentleman from Ohio 
will say, in behalf of his party—and everybody 
knows that he 1s able to pledge ‘them—that on the 
Army appropriation bill general debate shall be 


allowed, i shall be content to withdraw all Oppo- | 
| sition to the bill now under consideration. 


way, and then whenever any measure comes up 
which properly presents all these dispute sd ques 


tions, the gentleman can have debate to his heart's 
content. 
Mr. GARNETT. I ask the gentleman from 


Ohio whether it has ever been usual for this 
House to refuse to permit general debate on the 
appropriation bills? 

Mr. SHERMAN, 
man’s question—— 

Mr. HINDMAN. Let the gentleman from Ohio 
take his own course, and we will take ours. So 
faras lam concerned, I have no favor to ask from 
him or the other side of the House, either here 
or—to use the gentleman’s own phrase—else- 
where. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I suppose there is no neces- 
sity for any undue excitement about this matter, 

M:. HINDMAN, Isay to the gentleman from 
Ohio that ! am notunder the slightest excitement; 
and it is notin his power to create any excitement 
in me. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I certainly have no desire 
to do any such thing. Will the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Garnett] be kind enough to re- 


I will answer the gentle- 


| peat his suggestion, 


Mr. GARNETT. I suggested to the gentleman 
from Ohio that it certainly is not in the ordinary 
course of legislation to prevent general debate on 
any of the appropriation bills. I am aware that 
we are acting under a new rule, and the gentle- 


| man from Ohio uvails himself of that rule to cut 
| if gentlemen will simply perform their duty under || 


| point of view. 


off debate on every appropriation bill. I sub- 
mit to him this: let him just place himself in 
our position, and look at the matter from our 
Let him sup pose that the Army 
was to be used for purposes which he regard: d 
as unconstitutional and improper. Would not 
that be a fair motive for his refusing “all appro- 
pri ations forthe Army? In fact, did not the gen- 
tleman himself lead a movement ‘of this very ad 


| not six years ago? 


Mr. SHERMAN 
his suggestion. 
but 

Mr. GARNETT. The gentleman pursued a 
perfectly proper course, in his point of view; 
and now | only ask him to allow us that same 
privilege of debate and of voting which es took 
for himself. 

Mr. SHERMAN I will freely acknowledre 
that if I believed the Army was to be used for 
unconstitutional purposes, | would oppose it; but 
in Opposing it, | would at the same time observe 
all the rules of order which govern the action of 
the House and frovern the members of the House. 
On the occasion when | myself offered a proviso 
limiting the ay PP lication of the Army bill, a 
while I earne: stly advocated that proviso, and was 
opposed to granting supplies to the Army, to be 
used, as I believed, in an unconstitutional way, 
I never, so far as I can recollect, violated t! 
rules which require me to vote on one side or the 
other. 

Mr. GARNETT. I wish to come to soni 
understanding with the gentleman from Olio. 
Suppose that we, on this side, offer to the Army 


I thank the gentleman for 
1 did make such a movement; 





lla appropriation bill an amendment precisely the 
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same in character to that which the gentleman 
offered to that bill: will he then refuse us the priv- 
ile re of show Ing that the purpose for which the 
Army is to be used is unconstitutional? Will he, 
then, under a decision of the Chair, rule out all 
those sper ches, unless the y fo to the particular 
question of economy, or the mode of expending 
the mone y appropriated ? Does he not see that 
such an amendment as that would, even accord- 
ing to his own construction, open up general de- 
bate ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I shal! only state, in respect 
to that, that when I offered the amendment re- 
ferred to, | had no opportunity of debating it, 
because the bill was not then in a position where 
it couid be debated. I did not offer it until after 
debate had been closed on the bill: althouch I 
admit that the general subject was debated during 
the whole session. 

Mr. GARNETT. Butif the bill had been open 
to debate, the gentleman would have felt himself 
at liberty, in offering that amendment, to go into 
a general argument to show that the purpose for 
which the Army was to be used in Kansas was 
unconstitutional. 

Mr. QUARLES. I rise toa point of order. 
Al! this discussion is out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Choir sustains the 
point of order, and must arrest this debate, which 
is certainly irregular. 

Mr. SItCKLES. Is itin order to move to amend 
the pending amendment? If so, I move toamend 
by striking out the next word after the word 
** ferrics,’’ the word ** tolls.’”’ 

‘The CHAIRMAN. That amendment is in 
order. 

Mr. SICKLES. 


I concur entirely with what 


was said by the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. || 


Gannerr] as to the propriety of taking this occa- 
sion, or secking it, at all events, for the purpose 
of considering and discussing the state of the 
Union. Lagree with him, that all precedents in 
the constitutional history of the country, and of 
Great Britain, from which we derive our author- 
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ity and precedents, show the propriety of allow- | 


ing discussion. lL think the refusal of it on an 
appropriation bill is quite without precedent. But, 
sir, there was another remark made by the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, in which I do not concur, 
and to which I cannot allow my assent to be even 
implied by my silence; and that is his inference 
or statement—I do not know which—that the 
Army and the Navy are to be employed, and are 
employed, by this Administration, for coercive 
purposes against a sovereign State. 

Mr. Chairman, the President has solemnly de- 


clured to Congress twice, in two messages, that he || 


does not possess the power to employ the Army 
and Navy for such purpose. And, sir, I cannot 


arree in the statement that the President has done |} 


any act since the announcement of those proposi- 
tions to Congress in those two messages that is 
inconsistent with that policy or with that declara- 
tion. He.is only discharging his sworn duty to 
preserve intact, so far as he can, the possessions of 
the United States, its public buildings, its public 
works. Itis as much his duty to preserve Fort 
Sumter against attack from all comers, as it would 
be to defend this Capitol where we are deliberating 
patiently and assiduously on measures by which, 
if possible, we can adjust the unhappy differences 
between North and South—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must arrest 
this course of remark, as the gentleman has only 
five minutes to explain his amendment. 

Mr. SICKLES. 1 ask leave to withdraw it. 

Mr. STANTON. I object, as I desire to say 
a word in reply. 

The CHAIRMAN. I would state to the gen- 
tleman trom Ohio that this debate cannot be con- 
tinued. Itis not in accordance with the rule of 
the House, which allows a member offering an 
amendment five minutes to explain it, and allows 
five minutes to any other member to oppose it. 

Mr. STANTON. I will only occupy a few 
moments. I recognize the right of a minority to 
claim a reasonable time for debate. I have been 
generally in aminerity myself; and I find no fault 
with gentlemen on the other side for setting up 
that claim. 1 desire to make this suggestion to 
gentlemen on the other side. If they say that, 
having an ample reasonable time allowed for de- 
bate on the Army appropriation bill, no factious 
opposition shall then be interposed, | think it 
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entirely proper that that time should be granted. 
3ut if, after fair time for debate has been allowed, | 
factious opposition is still to be made, then cer- 
tainly the majority should not be expected to con- 
cede anything : 
Mr. SHERMAN. On consulting with some 
of my political friends, I am willing to say thus 
much for myself: that [ will not submit the mo- 
tion to make the Army appropriation billa special | 
order until after two or three days’ debate; so that || 
gentlemen on both sides can have full oppor- | 
tunity to debate it. I think that, by running into 
night sessions, two or three days will be suffi- | 
cient to allow every gentleman who desires to || Mr. BURCH. If would ask the chairman of the 
speak to do so. | Committee of Ways and Means, whether there 
Mr.SICKLES. Say three days. || has been any reduction by his committee from 
Mr. SHERMAN. Very well. Let it be three || the estimates for the havy-yard at Mare Island? 
days. It is understood that after these three Mr. SHERMAN. I think we did not make 
days of debate, the Army appropriation bill shall || any reduction upon the estimates for the Mare 
be taken up, and disposed of without any, what || Island navy-yard. We allowed, if I recollect 
has been called, filibustering opposition. aright, one or two items not contained in the 
The question was taken on the amendment of || estimates on the recommendation of Commodore 
Mr. Sickuies to the amendment; and it was not || Smith. 
agreed to. Mr. BURCH. I put the question to the gen- 
The question recurred on Mr. Hixpman’s || tleman from Ohio, because yesterday, in the bil! 
amendment; and it was not agreed to. | making appropriations for the survey of the pub- 
Philadelphia.—F or repairs of all kinds, $12,043. || lie lands, I noticed that while a reduction was 
Mr. FLORENCE. That is the appropriation gat oe a of ees Oregon, and 
for the Philadelphianavy-yard. Fifteen thousand | ae Kory ee Temeeeen made in the 
dollars was the amount estimated for that yard, |; (S¢™mates of the Department for Kansas, Nebras- 
: ; ; yare, || ka, and Iowa. 
and the Committee of Ways and Means have re- || Mr. SHERMAN. We allowed for the States 
duced it to $12,043. I move that that appropria- || , , eo a ahi cee ee _ 
tion be increased to $15,000. ‘Twelve taousand a ee ee . arene ener, More Uhan o 
and forty-three dollars is rather a stwange sum— | os for Se cee Sale oe Ferritoriés. For 
nin eearamentsaee ae 5 Kansas and Nebraska together, we allowed only 
Seg Ps ee $20,000, while we allowed $15,000 each for Cai- 
at by close calculation. [Laughter.] ifornia, Oregon, and Washington. If there be 


| ground forcomplaint, it is not with the gentleman 

» <NCEK rs > -11? < ’ s n . 

Mr. FLORENCE. I want the amount appro- |) but rather with the Delegates from Kansas and 
priated under this item to equal that which was 


; ; Nebraska. 

estimated for this yard by the proper Department. Mr. BURCH. There wasa reduction upon the 
I am told that the Committee of Waysand Means || estimatesin my State and for Oregon and Washing- 
have agreed to reduce the expenses of the Gov- ton, while there was none upon the estimates for 
ernment in all of its Departments. [ know that. || Kansas and Nebraska. 

The officers who have this yard under their man- Mr. SHERMAN. [If the gentleman had been 
agement, also know it; and they have ceased to nresent yesterday, he would have heard my ex- 
make application for any repairs that are not ab- 1 


ae aaa : planation on that point. 
solutely needed. The $12,043 here must be for Mr. BURCH. Lam sorry that I was not here. 
| some special purpose; and I would like to have 


, If I had been I would have opposed the reduction 
that purpose named. It is so exact that it cannot || jn the estimates for California. I was out upon the 
be an arbitrary sum. — ; select committee of thirty-three. I tried to be pres- 
| [I know, sir, that with reference to the Phila- |) ont when the civil bill was up, but failed to do so. 

delphia navy-yard there are many improvements || | ask the gentleman whether there has been any 
that could be introduced in it with great benefit || decrease in the estimates for this Mare Island 
to the Government. ‘There could, for instance, |) yay -yard ? 
be modern machinery introduced; but such things Mr. SHERMAN. We have allowed more 
are not applied for because of the system of econ- |! than was in the condensed estimates, and not so 
omy that has been determined upon by the Gov- 


much as was in the detailed estimates. 
ernment. I hope the appropriation will be in- For the purchase of nautical instruments for the use of 
creased to $15,000. 


the Navy; for the repairs of the same, and also of astron- 
Mr.MAYNARD. The gentleman from Penn- || omécal instruments ; and for the purchase of nautical books 
sylvania understands this subject better than any- 


| and maps. 
° ,. 7 ; , » * ° 
body else; and I would ask him to tell us why it Mr. FLORENCE. I move to amend that par 
is necessary to have the additional sum of $2,967 | 


agraph by adding the following: 
which he proposes to add to the amount in the Provided, That so far as it prevents the discretion of 
| bill? 


these officers in the purchase and use of any article re- 
+ TAD ° || quired for the purposes and use of the Army and Navy 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move to add it upon the | l a4 ; 
general principle of right—[laughter]—upon the 


which may have been patented, the Secretary of War and 
| the Secretary of the Navy are fully authorized and per 
principle, sir, that would accord to the necessities || mitted to make any purchases and to secure the use a 
4 : : . : article in their judgment absolutely needed or require¢ 
2p e service W s absolutely re red. ||. % ; “5 ; ean ceeapeo’ 
of the i ublic isd pies hat is ab Z lutely ” quired for the public service now forbidden by the provisions ot 
I think if we had four times $15,000 at the I hil- |) the second section of the act making appropriations * for 
adelphia navy-yard, it would all be economically 
and usefully expended. We would devote it to | 
the manufacture of material necessary for naval 


| sundry civil expenses of the Government,” approved June 
| purposes. We would then put that yard upon 


23, 1860. 
' a footing in respect of repairs and improvements 


amendment—as little, to be sure, as I could weil 
ask. 
The question was taken; and the amendment 
was disacreed to. 
|| Mr. FLORENCE. Very well, then, let it co: 
\ . . a > 
but, as they said in olden umes, we will look to 
the Senate. That body, I trust, will increase the 
appropriation. ' 
he Clerk read, as folluws: 
Mare Is'and.—For completing machine shop, $50,000 
For cowpleting smithery, $15,000. a 
For completing coopers’ shop, $10,000. 
For repairs of all kinds, $20,000. 





Mr. SHERMAN. I makea point of order on 
the amendment. It repeals the law enacted on 
this subject at the last session of Congress. 

| in machinery such as ought to be desired by the | Mr. FLORENCE. It merely authorizes the 

representatives of a great and progressive nation || Secretary of the Navy to purchase such patented 
like this. ‘articles for the service of the Navy as may be 
Mr. MAYNARD. lam for economy; and if |} needed. Nautical instruments may be patented, 
the gentleman will make it appear economical, I |} and yet they are needed in the service. 1 think 
will go with him to increase this appropriation to |, my amendment is a proper one, and in order 
$60,000. But he must first fully satisfy me of || attached to that paragraph. 
that fact. || I feared that a point of order would be made 
Mr. FLORENCE. Timeand again I have put | on the amendment; and if the chairman of the 
out my efforts to have full justice done to the Phil- || Committee of Ways and Means, as well as the 
| adelphia navy-yard. I have raised my voice for || Chairman of this committee—you, Mr. Chair- 
| economy in that yard, and for the promotion, by || man—will look at the language of my. amend- 
the introduction of useful improvements, of the || ment, they will see that it is a most ingenious way 
best interests of the naval service of the United || of getting around a repealing clause. (Laughter. 

States. I have for years raised my voice in this || I deem it an amendment which will benefit the 

House for right and truth and justice, without service. The law of the last session, In many 
effect. Iam not sure that I will succeed better || instances, sadly interferes with the naval service. 

/now; and I therefore choose to adhere to my |) So the Secretary reports. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
‘on the amendment is not in order. 


i 
For preparing for publication the American Nautical 
a aa $25 5e0. 


. QUARLES. I move to reduce that ap- 
pre ae to $10,000. 
* Mr. Chairman, in looking over the estimates 
for getting up this American Nautical Almanac, 
] find, among various items, a — for discover- 
ing new planets since 1849, § 3,000.’’ I am per- 
tly willing, sir, that this Gove rnment should 
appropriate mone y for its own uses, but I am not 
willing that it should take under its protecting 
wing the entire universe. The book does not 


state which planet, or how many planets, we must | 


pay $3,000 for. 

A Memser. All of them. 

Mr. QUARLES g 
to do to take care of not only this planet, but even 
of our own part of it from flying to pieces. Yet 
here, sir, we are asked to pay $3,000 for the dis- 
covery of one or more planets, and that, too, when 
the Government is nearly bankrupted, when it 
has to pay twelve pe recent. for money. In all, the 
items amount to $25,000. Twenty- five thousand 
dollars for getting up the American Nautical Al- 
manac! I think that istoo much money; and | 
therefore move to reduce it to $10,000. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I agree with my colleague 
that—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the gentleman can- 
not proceed, debate only being allowed in oppo- 
sition to the amendment. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. MAYNARD. The Chairman will recol- 
lect the old adage we used to hear when we were 
boys, (1 do net profess to give more than the sub- 

stance of it,) never to forestall a slow speaker. | 
was about to remark that | concurred with my 
colleague in having the American Nautical Alma- 
nac published on terms as moderate and reason- 
able as it could be done; and whatever reduction 


[Laughter.]} 


can be made in the estimates for that item, I shall | 


certainly concur in. But, sir, the gentlemen hav- 
ing + thie work in charge have re ported to us that 
itis necessary to appropriate this sum of $25,880. 
If my colleague could give us some idea of the 
operations of preparing a Nautical Almanac, and 
could show us how it could be as well prepared 
for $10,000, 
amendment. 

He has spoken of the planets discovered since 
1849. Ifhe will give us a list of them, and tell us 
which are without use or benefit for the purpose 
of promoting the general nautical interests of the 
country, we would deduct to that extent. Until 
we can have that information from my colleague, 
I pin ‘ss we must be permitted to rely upon the 
estimates made by the gentlemen who have the 

work in charge as prima facie correct. 

Mr. QUARLES. I cannot do all my colleague 
asks me to do in five minutes. If I am allowed 
proper time I will do it. 

Mr. MAYNARD. For the reasons I have 
stated, | oppose the amendment offered by my 
colleague. 

‘The question was taken; and the amendment 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. MORSE. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs to offer the following as 
an additional section: 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, 


heretofore made to the e lerks of y: ards, and to the com- 
mandant’s clerks, at the N 


adelphia, under appropriations made by Congress for that 


I think we have just enough | 


I would concur with him in his 


That the payments | 


> i} 
‘avy Yards of Kittery and Phil- || the United State s,in which the concurrence of | 


purpose, at the rate of $1,200 per annum, are hereby al- | 


lowed and confirmed. 


{ will say, in respect to this amendment, that 
When the pay of several clerks in different yards 
was arranged many years ago, the pay of all the 
clerks of the class mentioned in the amendment 


was fixed at $1,200 per annum, except those in | 


the Washington yard, and those in the yards at 
Kittery and Philadelphia. Those in the Wash- 
ington yard, somehow or other, got $1,400; but 
those in the Kittery and Philadelphia ‘yards were 
omitted, and their pay was left at $900. The De- 
partment, under the supposition that those two 

yards were included in the bill, made out their 
*sumates at $1,200; and Congress made an ap- 
propriation accordingly for three or four years, 

and paid the clerks in those yards $1,: 200, and 


their accounts were settled at the De partment for | 


that amount. 


ac 


Sut in the year 1858, when their 
‘counts came in, the Fourth Auditor declined to 


wlow them $1,200, upon the ground that some | 





old law fixed their pay at $900, notwithstanding 


the estimates were sent in at $1,200; and instruc- 
tions were sent by the head of the Bureau of Yards 
and Docks to the pursers of those yards to pay 
those clerks 61,200. Now the Fourth Auditor has 
cut down the supply, and the paymasters at those 


yards are deducting from the $900, the amount of 


$300 a year, leaving them only $600. 

This amendment is simply intended to legalize 
the pay which Congress intended to give to that 
class of clerks. My opinion is that we ought 
not only te legalize that pay ment, but to fix the 
pay at $1,200 a year. 


do that, for fear that some one may say that it is | 


not in order. It ce rtainly ought to be done. If 
we cannot do that, we can do this much: we can 


3ut I do not propose to | 


legalize the payments which have already been | 
made to them, and not permit the officers to de- | 


duct $300 from their $900, thus leaving them with 
only $600 to live upon. I hope the amendment 
will be adopted. 


Mr. FLORENCE. 


I will move to amend by 


providing that the salary of those clerks shaii be | 


$1,200. 


Mr.SHERMAN. Thatcertainly is notin order. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I desire that full and exact 
justice should be done to those clerks; but as Lam 


not disposed to embarrass the proposition of the 


chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, | 
will withdraw my amendment; though | contend 
that those clerks are entitled to $1,200, and ought 
to have it upon principles of right and justice. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Imove thatthe committee 
rise and report the bill to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Cotrax reported that the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union | 
had, according to order, had under consideration 


the naval appropriation bill, and had directed him 
to report it to the House, with sundry amend- 
ments, with a recommendation that they do pass: 


No obje ction being made, the several amend- | 


ment were agreed to in gross. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time. 


Mr. THOMAS demanded the yeas and nays | 


upon the passage of the bill. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The bill was then passed. 


Mr. SHERMAN moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the bill was passed; and also moved to | 


lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
And then, on motion of Mr. QUARLES, (at 
three o’clock, p. m.,) the House sincicend d. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 14, 1861. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurtey. 

The Journal of Saturday last was read and 
approved, 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed a joint resolution (No. 55) au- 
thorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to change 


the name of the schooner Spring Hill to that of | 


the Senate was requested. 


The message further announced that the House 


had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 144) forthe 
relicf of Jeremiah Pendergast, of the District of 
Columbia, 
CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The message also announced that the House 
had passed a bill (No. 895) making appropria- 
tions for sundry civil expenses of the Government 


| for the year ending June 30, 1862, in which the 


concurrence of the Senate was requested. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

The message furtherannounced that the Speaker 
had signed an_enrolled bill (H.R. No. 915) for 
the relief of Mockaday & Liggit; which there- 
upon received the signature of the Vice President. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of 
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the Senate of the o5th of June, 1860, a report of 

the acting engineerin charge of the office of con- 

struction, relative to the claim of George P. Kane, 

for extra work done on the post office building in 

the city of Baltimore; which, on motion of Mr. 
sIGLER, Was ordered to lie on the table. 


AMENDMENTS TO THE 


Mr. BIGLER. Lask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to introduce a bill, of which pre- 
vious notice has not been given. it is a bill to 
provide for taking the sense of the people of the 
several States on certain proposed amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States. As the 
bill relates toa subject of great importance, I ask 
that it be printed, and that it be read at this time 
at length. 

The bill (S. No. 537) to provide for taking the 
sense of the people of the several States on certain 
proposed semitone to the Constitution of the 
United States was read by its title and ordered 
to a second reading. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
ing of the bill will be at length. 
The Seerctary read the bill 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Pennsylvania moves that the bill be printed. 

Mr. BIGLER. I wish to make a single re- 
mark on the subject of this bill. It will be per- 
ceived by the Senate that it is the mere machinery 
to carry out the plan presented by the Senator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. é RITTENDEN.} The prop 
ositions submitted as amendments to the Con- 
stitution are somewhat different, but the main 
features are the same; and I beg to say, as that 


CONSTITUTION. 


The second read- 


| honorable Senator is absent this 1 morning, that he 


informs me that, so far as he understands these 
propositions, he concurs in them, and thinks they 
will answer the purpose he has in view. I further 
give notice that, at the earliest hour the business 
of the Senate will allow, I will call up the reso- 
lutions of the Senator from Kentucky, for the 
purpose of considering them in connection with 
the bill which I have just offered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion to print the bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON. I move that the bill intro- 
duced by the Senator from Pennsylvania be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BIGLER. I hope the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts will not insist upon that motion at 
present. If, when we take the bill up regularly 
for consideration, that is thought to be a proper 
disposition, [I shall have no objection; but at 
present, | hope the Senator will withdraw that 
motion until the bill is printed. 

Mr. WILSON. I think the proper way is, to 
send a bill to the appropriate committee. This 
is a bill of a very important nature, and I think 


| it should go to the Committee on the Judiciary ; 


and theretore I have made that motion, and must 
adhere to it. 


The question being put, 
were—avyes twe nty- -two, 

Mr.POWELL. I desire to ask what the bill is. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill just read 

the Secretary. 

Mr. BIGLER. The proposition is, to refer my 
bill to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT having put the neg- 
ative, there were twenty-two opposed to the 
motion, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
equally divided—— 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
nays on the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TRUM BULL. Before the question is 
taken, I desire to say a single word. Here is a 
bill introduced, as I understand from i imperfectly 
hearing it read, to change the Constitution of the 
United States, and, as L understand it, it proposes 
to change that Constitution in an unconstitutional 
wa It has never been before any committee, 
aks proposition is made to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. I would like to know 
what the Judiciary Committee is for, if so import 
ant a bill as one changing the fundamental law 
of the country is to be considered and passed 
without reference to acommittee at all. Itseems 
to me sur prising that any one should sup pos se that 
a bill of that character ean pass without duc con- 
sideration. {f trust that the motion will prevaul. 


on a division there 


The Senate being 


I ask for the yeas and 
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Mr. PUGH. Ido not understand the bill of 
my friend from Pennsylvania to propose to alter 
the Constitution, but to submit to the people, in 
their primary capacity, the question whether it 
shall be amended according to its own terms and 
forms. As to the present motion, I agree that a 
bill of this importance ought to go to a commit- 
tec before it is finally put on its passage; but 
when the Senator who introduces it re quests that 
it may not be committed for a few days, | think 
it is unprecedented in the Senate to insist upon 
committing his bill against his own wishes; and 
therefore | shall vote against it, holding myself 
at liberty, at some subsequent stage, to v te for 
committing it either to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary or to a select committee; but when the 
Senator from Pennsylvania asks the Senate not 
to commit it at this stave, I cannot imagine any 
reason why it should be done. 

Mr. BIGLER. 1 will simply state that I am 
unwilling to have this bill referred in the absence 
of the Senator from Kentucky. If he were present 
and assented to it, I should agree to it; because 
this bill hasclose connection with the propositions 
he has presente d. l desire to keep it before the 


Senate until that honorable Senator can have an | 


opportunity of seeing it, and seeing how far it 
meets the purpose he has in view in his resolu- 
tions. As | understand, it is supposed there are 
constitutional difficulties in the way. I will say 
that itis not pretended we can command the people 
of the States to vote. The vote must necessarily 
be informal. But, sir, the surroundings are very 
extraordinary; and itis believed that the people 
of the States would take this measure in hand and 
express their views, hoping they might thereby 
give peace to the country. Nor, sir, is it so 
clearly in conflict with the Constitution. At all 
events, itis not one of those conflicts which alarm 
the country; it is not an attempt to interfere with 
the rights of the people, but simply to consult the 
power which made the Constitution, and consti- 
tutes this body and the other House—the people, 
thi source of all political power, The propost- 
tion is to take their will in advance of any action 
here: that is all; and it will be for the members 
of both branches to consider whether the exigen- 
cies of the country warrant and demand such an 
extraordinary aneasure. I shall certainly not ob- 
‘ect to the reference of the proposition to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, after I shall have 
had an opportunity of consulting the Senator from 
Kentucky on the subject. I trust the Senator 
from Massachusetts will withdraw his motion for 
that purpose. 

Mr. BROWN, Mr. President, when the record 
shall be completed which the Senate is about to 
make, it will show the absence of the Senators 
from Alabama, Florida, and Mississippi. 1 rise 
to say ina word why this will be These States 
have taken steps to withdraw from this Union, of 
which we are not so well informed officially as to 
justify our filing a formal notice with the Senate; 
but we think that our duty to our States and to 
ourselves no longer permits us to take an active 
part in the proceedings of this body, either by 
speaking or voting. My colleagues confined to 
his room bya painful illness; but I am quite sure 
he concurs in what | now say. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
call the roll. 

Mr. FOSTER. I voted to refer this bill to the 
Committee on the Judiciary; but after the expla- 
nation of the Senator from Pennsylvania, request- 
ing that it may lie over until he can confer with 
the Senator from Kentucky, | shall be willing to 
accord that courtesy to him, and shall vote now 
not to refer it. 

Mr. WILSON. On the request made by the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, | will withdraw the 
motion at this time, if I can do so, by the general 
consent of the Senate, the yeas and nays being 
ordered 5 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is general consent 
given, the yeas and nays having been ordered ? 
The Chair hears no objection. The motion to 
refer the bill is withdrawn. 

NAVIGATION OF TILE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

Mr. GRIMES. I offer the following resolu- 
tion; and ask for its present consideration: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, if not incompatible with the public interest, to 
commupnieate to the Senate any information ia his posses 
sion in regard tO any attempts made or contemplated by 


armed bodies of meu to interfere with the free navigation 
of the Mississippi river; where and by what authority such 
mtempts have been or are to be made; and what efforts 
have been made by the Government to suppress the same. | 


Mr. GREEN. Let it lie over. 

Mr. GRIMES. Do I understand thatthe res- 
olution is obje ected to? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from | 
Missouri said: ** Let it lie over;’? which it must 
do under the rule. 
BILL RECOMMITTED. 
Mr. GREEN. I ask the recommitment of | 


| 
} 
| 
| 


House bill No. 377, for the relief of David V. || 


Whiting, to the Committee on Territories. 
lt was so ordered. 


PUBLIC PROPERTY AT ST. LOUIS. 


Mr. GREEN. I present the following reso- | 


lution; and ask its present consideration, if there 
be no objection: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the Senate by what authority the post 
office, court-house, and sub-treasury, at St. Louis, have 
been taken possession of by military power ; and, it com- 
patible with the public interests, to transmit copies of all 
letters or other evidence on that subject. 


Mr. GRIMES. Let it lie over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will lie over. 


Mr. POLK. With the permission of the Sen- 


ate, I will make a statement of a telegraphic dis- 
patch that I hold in my hand in reference to the 
matter referred to in the resolution of my col- 
league. I hold in my handa telegraphic dispatch 
from the postmaster at St. Louis, dated January 
12, in which hestates that ** a lieutenantand forty 
men were in the building yesterday (the 11th) 
from morning until five o’clock, p. m., when they 
retired to the arsenal.”? I suppose, therefore, 
they have not been there since. 
FORTIFICATIONS IN THE SOUTH. 

Mr. MASON. lIask the Senate now to take 
up for consideration the resolution which I offered 
some days since, asking information from the 
Secretary of War in reference to certain disposi- 
tions of the military force of the United States 


within the States; and I hope the Senate will take || 


it up for consideration. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Will the Senator allow | 


me to present a memorial? I have had no oppor- 
tunity this morning. 

Mr. MASON. If I can retain my motion, I 
will cheerfully do it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Thatcan be done by gen- 


eral consent. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis only by gen- | 


eral consent the Senator from Virginia can keep 
his motion before the Senate if he yields the floor. 
If there be no objection, the Chair will treat itas 
a motion waived for the present, for Senators to 
present morning business. 


AVENUE RAILWAY. 





ao aememeeneenenenees ena 


| for a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

; Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petition of 
citizens of Annapolis, Maryland, praying th, 
adoption of the compromise measures proposed 
by him; which was ordered to he on the table. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


‘ : 
| Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Claims, to 


| whom was referred the petition of George R 
Barrett, praying the payment of a balance dus 
him for revising and codifying the revenue laws 
of the United States, asked to be discharged from, 
| its further consideration; which was agreed to 


| Mr. FITCH, from the Committee on Printing, 


to whom was referred the motion to print the m.. 
morial of the Chamber of Commerce of New 

York, praying the aid of the Government in estal- 
| lishing a line of mail steamers across the Pacific 


i] 

|| ocean to the populous cities of the eastern world 
i] . - - . . , 
|| reported in favor of printing the usual number: 


| and the report was agreed to, 
| Healso, fromthesamecommittee,to whom was 
|| referred the motion to print the memorial of the 
|| representatives of the Choctaw nation of Indians, 
|| praying payment of the amount due them under 
| the treaty of June, 1855, reported in favor of 
printing the usual number; and the report was 
agreed to. 

| JOINT RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED. 

| Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President, I desire to 
| offer a joint resolution, and move that it be con- 
|| sidered now. 
|| The joint resolution (S. No. 53) authorizing 
| the Secretary of the Treasury to permit the own- 
|| ers of the steamboat John C. Frémont, to change 
the name of the same to that of Horizon, was 
| read and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. MASON. [I shall object to its considera- 
| tion. I have no objection to reading it. 

| Mr. CAMERON. It will not take a minute. 
| Mr. MASON. Let it be read. 

The Secretary read it. 
|| Mr. CAMERON. If there be no objection, I 
|, hope it will be considered. 

Mr. MASON. I must get, if I can, before the 
|| Senate, the resolution I offered some days since; 

| and therefore I object. 
|| Mr. IVERSON. I appeal to the Senator from 
Virginia to allow me to make a motion about 
myself. 
Mr. MASON. If I retain the floor. 
| COMMITTEE SERVICE. 
Mr. IVERSON. I have to ask the Senate to 
| discharge me from further service as chairman 
of the Committee on Claims. I will take occa- 
sion to say that I have been serving on the Com- 
|| mittee on Claims six years, and four years as 
|| chairman. It is one of the most laborious, if 
| 


| 


| not the most laborious, committees in the Senate. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Mr. FESSENDEN presented the memorial of || { leave it to the Senate, of course, to say whether 


Joseph Bryan and others, praying authority to 
uild a railway along Pennsylvania avenue and 
other avenues and streets of the cities of Wash- 
ington and Georgetown, District of Columbia; 

| which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. FESSENDEN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
538) in relation to a railway along Pennsylvania 
avenue and other avenues and streets In the cities 
of Washington and Georgetown, in the District 
of Columbia; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia. 

TIE WASHINGTON AQUEDUCT. 

Mr. WILSON. I submit the following reso- 
lution; and ask its consideration now, if there be 
no objection: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and 
Militia be instructed to inquire whether the appropriation 
made at the last session of Congress * for the completion of 
the Washington aqueduct’ has been “* expended accord- 
ing tothe plaus and estimates of Captain Meigs ;*? whether 
any alterations have been made in these plans and esti- 
mates, and by whom somadec. And the committee, in mak- 
ing these investigations, shall have power to send for per- 
sous and papers. 

Mr. MASON. Let it go over.# 

. 1 ; <> — 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. It will lie over. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. FOOT presented the petition of Mrs. Ann 
Eliza Platt, widow of the late Charies T. Platt, 
a commander in the United States Navy, praying 


|| [ havedischarged my duties faithfully or not; but 
|| I think it is time, after this long service, that I 
should be allowed to retire from the laborious 
| duties of that position. I therefore ask the Sen- 
| ate to discharge me from it; and I move, 1n cou- 
| nection with it, that the Vice President appoint & 
|| chairman in my place. There areyother consid- 
1 erations which the Senate will readily underst ind 
|| and appreciate, which induce me to ask for this 
|| indulgence, but which I will not state at present. 
‘|| The motion to discharge Mr. Iverson from 
| further service on the committee was agre d to. 
|| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
|| Georgia moves, not that the Chair appoint a chatr- 
‘| man, but that the Chair fill the vacancy on the 
committee. . ; 
‘| Mr. IVERSON. I move that the President ot 
|| the Senate, in filling the vacancy, appoint a chatr- 
|| man, for the reason that the next in order on te 
|| committee, who would be entitled to act as chair- 
| man, is the Senator from Florida, (Mr. Ma tory,) 
| who is already chairman of the Committee 00 
| Naval Affairs; and by the practice of the Senate, 
\| it is not usual to allow the same Senator to act as 
| chairman of two committees. Properly sp ak- 
ing, therefore, the right of precedence will be in 
the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Braces} 
|| but it will be necessary, I apprehend, to allow 
| the Chair to appoint lim or somebody else as 


i} 


|| chairman. et te age: 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will put 


| the motion in whatever form it is made. 
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Mr. CLARK. I think the rule of the Senate 
requires the Senate to elect their chairmen; and 
under the notice given by the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. Brown,] that there would be sev- 
eral vacancies in the Senate, and several chairmen 
to be elected, I think the rule had better be 
adlie red to. 


FORTIFICATIONS IN THE SOUTH. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


Virginia moves to take up the resolution submit- 


ted by him, calling for copies of orders from the | 


Commander-in-Chief of the Army, to officers in 
command of fortifications of the United States in 
the State of Suuth Carolina, &c., since the Ist 
day of November last. 

Mr. MASON. Read the resolution. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
now on taking it up. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Let us hear what it is, 
that we may see whether we will take it up. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 


The question is 


formally, that the resolution should be directed || 


to the President. I have thought it best, in the 


present state of things, to direct it to the Secretary | 


of War, and to make it imperative; to make a 
mandate; to take from him, at least, all discretion. 


|It is very certain, from the organization of the 


Government, that it will not be done without the 
sanction of the President; and if the President, in 


'the exercise of his high responsibility, should 


consider that there is anything which makes it 


incompatible with the public interests that we | 


should have that information, let him say so; but 
unless he does interpose, I desire that the resolu- 
tion of the Senate shall be imperative upon the 


| subject. 


Now, sir, we know the honorable Senator from 


| Mississippi has just announced that there are 


four States of this Union which have already de- | 


clared themselves no longer members of the Con- 


| federacy. We know that it is the opinion of many 


municate to the Senate copies of all orders issued from that | 


Department, or from the Commaner-in-Chiefofthe Army, 
to the officers in command of the fortifications of the Uni- 


ted States in the State of South Carolina, since the Istday | 


of November last; and that he also communicate to the 
Senate copies of any military plans, or recommendations, 
of the Commmander-in-Chief of the Army, or of any officer 
thereof, to the War Department, touching the military oc- 
cupation, by increased force or otherwise, of the forts or 
arsenals of the United States in the State of Virginia, or 


in any of the States bordering on the Auiantic or Gulf of 


Mexico, south of Virginia, in the District of Columbia, or 
the navy-yard at Pensacola; and that he inform the Sen- 
ate whether any such plans or recommendations have been 


adopted at his Department, and what orders, if any, have | 


becu issued pursuant thereto. 

The motion to take up the resolution was 
agreed to. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, the purpose of 
the resolution, as explained upon its face, is a 
direction to the Secretary of War to communicate 
to the Senate the information called for in the res- 


oluuon. Thatinformation isconcerning any orders | 


that have been issued to officers of the United 
States, commanding forts or arsenals in South 
Carolina, if any such there be, and any military 
plans or suggestions by the Commander-in-Chief 
of the Army touching the occupation by military 
force, or the increase of the garrisons, of an 

of the forts or arsenals in Virginia, and the States 
south of Virginia. The purpose of it, sir, is to 
learn whether, in the consideration of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, who is the Commander- 
insChief, there is any prevent necessity for in- 
creasing or for redistributing the military force 
of the United States in a certain section of this 
Confederation—for it is confined to the southern 
States. 1] should not have offered the re8olution 
as toany military plans, or military suggestions 
from the officer commanding in chief, but for in- 
formation, upon which I rely, that such military 
plans have been submitted to the Federal author- 
ity. 1 want to know, for the information of my 
State, and for the information of all the States in- 
terested, whether, in the opinion of the President, 


there is any military necessity for changing the | 


status of the military force of the country in ref- 


erence to one section of the country only; for the | 


inquiry is confined to one section. 

In times like these, we are all aware that the 
very atmosphere is filled with rumors and reports 
of the purposes of those in authority—the far 
greater proportion of them without any founda- 
tion in truth, and a great many of them with the 
truth perverted, whether designedly or ignorantly 
isimmaterial. What we ought to know—what 
we have a right, in my judgment, to know—is 
whether there is anything in the condition of the 
country which, in the opinion of those having 
authority—to wit, the President and those acting 
under him as military officers—calls upon him and 
authorizes him to ch 


of the distribution of the military force of the 


nited States with reference to one section of the | 


country only, 


a An honorable Senator near me, for whose opin- 
ions I have very great respect, has suggested, in- 


ange the previous condition | 


| 





very enlightened gentlemen that the act of those 
States is simply void, and in the career of Federal 
power not to be regarded. We learn, sir, from 
very pregnant information, that there are other 
States, all confined to the southern section of 
country, who have it in their immediate contem- 


| plation to take similar steps to abandon this Con- 
| federation. 


As to one of the States to which the 
resolution refers, we have official information, 


| communicated to us by the President, that that 


State, acting in its highest sovereignty by the 
people assembled in primary convention, have, in 
the exercise of their sovereignty, withdrawn them- 
selves from this Confederacy. 

Such being the state of facts in the section of 


| the country to which the resolution refers, if it be 


true that the President of the United States has 


deemed himself authorized, or if it be true that the || 
| very high military officer who is commander-in- | 
| chief of the Army of the United States, has con- 
| sidered it an occasion for him either to volunteer 
| or to prepare any instructions and plans for the 


distribution of the military forces of the United 
States in those States, or upon the borders of those 
States, [ should consider myself not discharging 
the duties that belong to me asa Senator from one 
of those States, if I did not take the most direct 
means of bringing that information before the 
country. I hope, therefore, it will be the pleasure 
of the Senate to pass the resolution. It is for in- 
formation only. 

Mr. CLARK. I move to amend the resolution 
by striking out the words, ‘ the Secretary of War 
be directed to communicate to the Senate,’’ and 
toinsertinlicu thereof the words, ‘*‘ the President 
of the United States be requested to communicate 
to the Senate, if not incompatible with the public 


| service;’? and on that amendment I ask for the 


yeas and nays. 

Mr. MASON. The whole subject will be neces- 
sarily under the control of the President of the 
United States. The Secretary of War is but his 


United Statesauthorizes himtodo so. Ifthe Presi- 
dent thinks that it isincompatible with the public 
interest to give this information, let him say so, 


upon his responsibility; but I object to our direct- | 


ing it to the President, and thus, in terms, leaving | 
it to his discretion, because it would imply that | 
in the consideration of the Senate there might be 
something inconsistent with the public interest in. | 
informing the whole country of the relations in 
which the executive authority, or in which the 
highest military officer in the land, stands in re- 
gard to one section of thiscountry. I want to obtain 
the facts by a mandate upon the Secretary of War. 
If the President chooses to interpose, and to with- 
hold from us the inforraation, let him do so; but 


I would not suggest it. I therefore oppose the 
amendment. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


feel particularly called upon to object to the reso- 


lution on the ground of a want of the ordinary || 
courtesy that is extended to the Chief Magistrate, || 


| 


particularly in this case, coming from gentlemen on 
the other side of the Chamber, and especially from 








the Senator from Virginia, who is usually ex- 
ceedingly particular upon those points. | recol- 
lect—although I could not specify—more than one 
instance in which, at the suggestion of the Sena- 
tor from Virginia, the amendment now proposed 


| by the Senator from New Hampshire has been 


made on the ground that it was not proper, in 
relation to matters of delicacy especially, to call 
upon an inferior officer in the form of a mandate; 
but that the direction should be to the President, 
suggesting, or requesting, that he would communi- 
cate the information if, in his judgment, he thought 
it was proper. 

Mr. MASON. 
moment? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Certainly. 

Mr. MASON. I think—indeed lam sure—the 
Senator misapprehends the sort of objection that 
I have heretofore made. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 

Mr. MASON. According to my recollection, 
! think the Senator is mistaken. Sometimes, 
when a resolution offered by a Senator has been 
addressed to the President, without leaving it to 
his discretion, | have taken leave to suggest that 
the President, being a coequal department of the 
Government, it has been always usual to leave 
him to determine whether it was compatible with 
the public interest; but | have never, [ am sure, 


Will the Senator allow me a 


I think not. 


| when any Senator, upon his responsibility, has 


thought it right to address a mandate to one of 
the officers of the Government, suggested that it 
should be addressed to the President instead of 
his subordinate in the Department. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 may be in error with 
regard to my recollection on that subject so fur as 
the Senator from Virginiais concerned. Of course 
I would not undertake to say so if he was posi- 
tive the other way. But, sir, we never address 
to the President a communication directing him 
to furnish us with information. The ordinary 
form is to request him, precisely in the terms sug- 
gested by my friend from New Hampshire. How- 
ever, when we send a resolution to the Secretary 
of War or any other Secretary, the head of a De- 
partment, we generally direct him to furnish the 
information. ‘The objection made in the present 
instance is: that from the very nature of this busi- 
ness, it is a matter of delicacy, and therefore we 
should not request the information, unless in such 
a form as to leave it to the discretion of the Ex- 
ecutive to communicate it; because it might be 
that he would have to be obliged, necessarily, to 
make the communication to us in the form sug- 


| gested by the honorable Senator from Virginia. 


| reason ? 


Mr. President, I do not | 


Now sir, why should we depart from the usual 
form in this instance? Has the Senator given any 
In the very nature of this matter sought 
to be inquired into, the Senate must perceive a mat- 
ter of delicacy and difficulty. Everybody knows 


| what the situation of the country is at the present 


wit \ | time, and if these 
minister. The Secretary of War will not obey the || 
mandate of the Senate unless the President of the | 


ovements are made, and they 
are certainly founded upon something, not upon 
mere suspicion, of course itisanexecutive matter, 


| a military matter, which it is very likely ought 


not to be, in the judgment of the President, com- 
municated to the country at the present time. The 
only reason the Senator gives 1s, that he should 
like to know whether the President will refuse the 
information. I do not perceive that that fact va- 
ries ita particle. If, he says, and itis undoubted! 
true, the President thinks it isnotcompatible wit 
the public interest to communicate this informa- 
tion, he willsay so. If he will say so, why, then, 
avoid theordinary course of proceeding, which is 
considered courteous to the Executive, and put 
thisin a different form from that which is usually 
adopted in like cases? Itis not to be presumed that 
the Secretary of War will, without consulting the 
Commander-in-Chief, communicate any informa- 
tion on matters of that description—I mean the 
President of the United States, the Commander- 
in-Chief of the Army. 

Why then avoid, I ask again, the ordinary 
course of proceeding in this case? I feel no very 
great interest in it, and I do not rise here to pro- 
tect the President against anything which is a de- 
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varture from the ordinary courtesy on the part of 

Me own political friends. They can do as they 
like with regard to him; but I suggest that it is 
hardly worth while to vary from the ordinary 
course,and that which has heretofore been deemed 
the properand formal one in addressing commu- 
nications of this sort from this body. 

But, sir, there is one suggestion which I wish 
to make, and I rose for the purpose of doing so. 
When the honorable Senator from New Hamp- 
shire |Mr. Cuark] introduced a resolution some 
days, perhaps some weeks, since, making certain 
inquiries with reference to the forts in Charleston 
harbor, and addressed, if I recollect properly, to 
the President, the Senator from Mississippi, the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
objected to the passage of the re solution, on the 
ground that it was an improper interference with 
un executive matter; and he went on at length to 
siate that he objected entirely—unless there was 
strong ground of suspicion that something was 
being done that was very injurious to the public 
interests—that we, who were a legislative body, 
should undertake to interfere with the details ot 
military arrangements. ‘That was a single in- 
quiry as to what had been done in a particular 
case, and addressed in the most respectful manner 
to the Chief Magistrate; and the objection made 
—ihough perhaps a technical one, but unques- 
tionably on sufficient grounds; grounds satisfac- 
tory to the mind of the Senator who made it—was, 
that it was an improper interference with the 
provinee of the Executive, especially in the direc- 
tion of the military arm, that all those matters 
depended for their effect, in a very great degree, 
upon secrecy, and it might be entirely improper 
for us to be making inquiries about them—l do 
not know that he said it, but of course he meant 
it—unless in those cases where we night suppose 
there was danger to the country. 

Now, sir, here comes a resolution—not direct- 
ed to the President—not left to his discretion, 
but directed to a subordinate officer, inquiring 
minutely into the details ofall the military proceed- 
ings which have been adopted for certainly a num- 
ber of weeks since this session commenced, and 
asking that they be made public and laid before the 
Senate, The objection certainly which was made 
by the Senator from Mississippi to the single in- 
quiry, to a mere request to the President, if ten- 
able at all—and gentlemen on the other side of 
the Chamber acted upon it—is certainly pertinent 
and strong when directed to an order mandatory 
in its character, and covering the whole ground 
of the military proceedings of the President and 
the military department in relation to all matters 
now involved, 

1 skali make no sort of objection to the passage 
of this resolution if put in its proper place; but the 
Senator and the Senate will perceive that nothing 


-_——_ > —— 





is gained by changing the ordinary course of 


proceedings; for we have as a body, as a Senate 
simply, no control over the Secretary of War. 
We cannot compel him to make the communi- 
cation if the President thinks it not advisable; 


or otherwise, in my judgment, he is not subject. 


to this bedy alone under any circumstances, and 
therefore nothing in the world can be gained by 
the proposed mode of proceedjng. 

ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fosrer 
in the chair.) It becomes the duty of the Chair 
at this hour te announce the special order, being 
the resolution of the Senator from Virginia, {Mr. 
Hunter.) which was made the special order for 
this day at one o’clock, on which the Senator 
from Missouri, {Mr. Poxrk,] is entitied to the 
floor. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The older order of the day 
is the bill for the admission of Kansas; and that 
hes precedence. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Vermontis right. The bill for the admission 
of Kansas into the Union has precedence. The 
other order oniy lay on the table. The bill (H. 
R. No. 23) for the admission of Kansas into the 
Union was made the special order’for this day at 
one o’clock; and being the older order, is prior to 
the resolution cf the Senator from Virginia, on 
which the Senator from Missouri has the floor. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desire that proceedings 
shail be taken on the bill. I have already pre- 
senied my views in relation to it; and | desire 


_that it may now be taken up and considered; 
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Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, ey 
| King, Latham, Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck’ 
Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—27. roe 
So the motion was not agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is vet 
before the Senate. ; 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I hope the Senator from 


indeed it is up. 

Mr. PUGH. I understand the other resolution 
to be the unfinished business of the last adjourn- 
ment; and if so, it has preeedence, and the Senator 
from Missouri is clearly entitled to the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The unfinished , LN 
business is the motion to print the message of the | Missouri will not take the floor upon the bill, as 
President of the United States on the present dis- | has been suggested. The vote just given is the 
turbed state of the country. Thatis the unfinished |; most insulting breach of courtesy, in my jude- 
business of Saturday. || ment, that has ever been given in the Senate 

Mr. PUGH. [ understand that the Senator || utterly unworthy of the Senate; and I do trust 
from Missouri claimed the floor on that, and gave || the Senator from Missouri will show a proper 
notice that he would speak to-day. i .| preciation of it by declining to take the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution | Mr. POLK. I shall decline taking the floor oy 
of the Senator from Virginia was the resolution |! the bill that has now, by the vote of the §; nate 
which was made the special order for to-day at || ona call of the yeas and nays, been held before 
one o’clock, and it was on that resolution thatthe | the Senate. I have no recollection of ever hayine 
Senator from Missouri was entitled to the floor. |; seen such a thing take place since I have been in 
The bill for the admission of Kansas into the || the Senate. 4 
Unien is an older special order, made the special Mr. GREEN. I hope my colleague will allow 
order for to-day at one o’clock; and under the | me to make a suggestion. The motion just made 
rules of the Senate, where there are several spe- |, was to postpone indefinitely. It is now perfectly 
cial orders, the older order is the one which has || competent to poveees toa day certain. As to- 
priority. That bill, therefore, is the business || morrow has been fixed for the consideration of 
now before the Senate. the Pacific railroad bill, I move to postpone the 

Mr. POLK. I believe the order of business | bill now before the Senate until one o’eise!: on 
has been correctly stated by the Chair. I would || Wednesday next, and make it the special order 
prefer to submit to the Senate the remarks which | 


for that time. 
I propose to address to the body, upon the order | 


ap 
i 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I was out of the Senate 
that was made specially for to-day, and which ||.when the question was put that has just beon 
the Chair first called up; but if the Senate shall | decided. I voted against postponing; but I cer- 
determine otherwise, and determine to adhere to | tainly did not vote against postponing with any 
the oldest special order—the one referred to by | idea that I was practicing a discourtesy upon al y 
the Senator from Vermont—I shall feel myself at |; one; and, as the Senator from Louisiana has so 


liberty to address the remarks that I may submit || intimated, I should like to know what the state 
to the Senate on that order; though I would pre- 
fer that they sheuld be submitted on the resolu- 
tion that was on Friday made the special order 
for to-day. i 
Mr. COLLAMER. I have no objection to the || 
gentieman’s course. I suppose he has a right to | 
deliver his remarks on what topic he pleases; | 
but this isa subject that has been passed over | 
several times, and I think the time has come when | 
it should receive action. I therefore desire, and |; 
insist on it, that we proceed to act upon the bill || 
in preference to any other special aa. until it || 
is finished. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. House bill No. | 
28, for the admission of Kansas into the Union, 
is before the Senate, as in Committee of the 

Whole. 
Mr. PUGH. I move to postpone all prior | 
orders, so as to take up the resolution on which | 
| 





the Senator from Missouri is entitled to the floor. | 
Certainly, | have never known a Senator who had | 
prepared himself to speak, to have itrefused that 
he should take up the particular question on which 
he desired to speek. 

Mr. COLLAMER., 
on this bill. 

Mr. PUGH. But he said he preferred to speak |) 
upon the resolution, |} 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
is, that the bill before the Senate, and all other 
prior orders, be postponed, with a view to pro- | 
ceed to the contention of the resolution of the | 
Senator from Virginia, on which the Senator from 
Missouri has the floor. 

Mr.GREEN. I suggest that, in justice to the 
Senator from Vermont, if the bill be postponed, || 
it should be fixed for a day certain. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I have no desire to post- || 
pone it at all; neither have | any desire to prevent | 
the Senator from Missouri from making his re- || 
marks. 

Mr. GREEN. They will be much more appro- | 
priate on the other question. {| 

| Mr.COLLAMER. The gentlemaz is not pre- | 
| vented from making his remarks; nobody desires || 
to take the floor from him; but I desire to pre- 1] 

} 


i 


| 





He said he would speak 





serve this special order; and if the motion is in- 
sisted on, as I suppose it will be, by the Sena- 
| tor from Ohio, to postpone this bill, I eall for | 
the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 24, nays 27; as follows: 
YEAS—Mesers. Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Cling- | 
| man, Fitch, Green, Hemphill, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of 
Arkansas, Johnson of ‘Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane, Mason, 
Pearce, Polk, Powell, Pugh, Rice, Saulsbury, Sebastian, 
Slidell, and Wigfall—24. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bingham, Cameron, 
| Chandler, Clark, Coliamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| statement. 
| that 


of facts was. The question was being taken whon 
I came into the Senate, and I voted against post- 


poms the proposition to take up the Kansas hill, 


ecause I thought it important that that question 
should be considered. I certainly am of that opin- 
ion still; but, in casting that vote, I certainly did 
not intend it as a discourtesy to the Senator from 
Missouri in any way. I do not think the ques 
tion was understood in that shape here around 
me. I certainly did not understand it so, 
Mr. LATHAM. I voted to continue the con- 


sideration of the bill to admit Kansas; because | 
} 


| understood the Senator from-Missouri to state dis- 


tinectly that he was perfectly willing to make his 
speech on that bill, ‘Therefore, 1 thought it was 
a mere question of priority of business; and ac- 
cordingly, | gave my vote to go on with the bill 
to admit Kansas. Certainly, no discourtesy was 
intended by me to the Senator from Missouri. 
Mr. FOOT. I desire to state it was so under- 
stood on this side of the Chamber; and under that 
impression and assurance, we voted against tlie 


postponement of the prior orders. 
| 


Mr.COLLAMER. I think it is due to myself 
to say whatI stated before, that I desired to keep 
this subject before the Senate; but we understood 
the gentleman to announce that he would speak 
on this bill. Nobody had any desire to prevent 
him from making his speech. : 

Mr. POLK. I am very glad that the vote ot 
the Senate was on a misapprehension of the facts 
as they were before the Senate, or rather of my 
I meant to be understood distinctly 





Mr. WILSON. If the Senator from Missour! 
will allow me, I will suggest that, if he prefers to 
speak upon the resolutions upon which he took 
the floor, by general consent we can take up those 
resolutions, and let this Kansas bill be passed over 
until he has made his speech, and then we can £0 
on with the bill toadmit Kansas. By general con- 
sent that can be done. J make the motion that, 
by general consent, the resolution of the Senator 
from Virginia be taken up, and this Dill be m- 
formally passed over until the Senator gets throug) 
with his speech. 

Mr. PUGH. I object to that. 

Mr.GREEN. That would be perfectly sats: 
factory, I think; but I want to add one sugges- 
tion in regard to this Kansas bill. 1 desire to have 
the Kansas bill taken up at the proper ume; 0” 


| Lhave a number of amendments to offer, av 


will devolve upon me to explain them ina le 
words, and my health is such that I shall not be 
able to do itto-day. If itis required of me, how- 
ever, I will try to do it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


Itis suggested 


by the Senator from Massachusetts that the res- 
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olutions of the Senator from 


Virginia, by unani- 


without displacing the Kansas bill. 
Mr. PUGH. I have objected to that. 
have it by a vote. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the bill 


Let us 


before the Senate is the act to admit Kansas into | 


the Union. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. The question is upon 
the reconsideration of the last vote, I think. 
Mr.GREEN. My motion is to postpone that 
bill,and make it the special order for Wednesday 
next at one o’clock. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question || 
That is the im- 


is on an amendment to the bill. 
wession of the Chair. 

Mr. GREEN. 
President. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I understood the Sen- 
ator from Missouri to move a reconsideration. 

Mr.GREEN. No,sir. I moved to postpone 
toaday certain— Wednesday next at one o’clock. 
‘The other motion was for an indefinite postpone- 
ment. ‘This makes a definite postponement, and 
is perfectly in order under the rules. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I understand from the 
Chair, that the question is on an amendment. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


That is not the question, Mr. | 
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|| in the afternoon. An amendment is proposed to | 
mous consent, be considered as before the Senate, | 





that motion, that it shall be postponed until half- 
past three o’clock to-day. In a matter of this 


| 


sort the question must be taken on the longest | 


time first. j 
on the motion of the Senator from Missouri, to 
yostpone the further consideration of the bill until 
atanader next at three o’clock, and make it 


| the special order for that time? 


The motion was agreed to; there being, on a 
division—ayes 25, noes 19. 
CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The bill (H. R. No. 895) making appropria- 
tions for sundry civil expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the year ending June 30, 1862, was read 


Is the Senate ready for the question | 


twice by its ttle, and referred to the Committee | 
on Finance. 


SCIIOONER SPRING HILL. 
The joint resolution (IT. R. No. 55) authoriz- 


ing the Secretary of the Treasury to change the | 


name of the schooner Spring Hill to that of the 
United States, was read a first time by its title, and 


ordered to a second reading. 


now is on the motion to postpone the bill before || 


the Senate until Wednesday of this week, and 


make it the speci rder fi ay 3d ence : r 
é e special order for that day at one || nittan often Wihalé. 


o’clock. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I shall vote for that mo- 
tion, merely to afford the Senator from Missouri 
{Mr. Pork] the opportunity of speaking. When 


i voted in the negative on the last vote that was | 


taken by yeas and nays, I did so on a mere ques- 
tion of competition of business—nothing else. I 
did not know that there was any question of cour- 
tesy to the honorable Senator from Missouri. 1 
merely voted for it as a question of business, and 
of the preference of business. I say this not be- 
cause I desire to acquit myself ofthe charge which 
the honorable Senator from Louisiana has made 
against this body, pronouncing ita proceeding un- 
worthy of the Senate. 


it to acquit myself of any part of that rebuke of || 


the Senator; but I do it because I think it isa 
proper matter of courtesy, when I understand the 
request of the gentleman. I do not think, how- 


Isay, sir, that [donotdo | 


| 


ever, that the action of the Senate should be char- | 


acterized in the Janguage in which it has been 
done. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ready for the question? 

Mr. POLK. What is the motion before the 


Senate ? 


Is the Senate 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion of | 


the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Green,] which 


Ss 


is to postpone the bill now under consideration, | 


until Wednesday next, and make it the special 
order for one o’clock on that day. That is the 
motion now before the Senate. 

Mr. POLK. I have only to say that I am sat- 
isfied, from what gentlemen have said, that in the 
vote that was taken, they misunderstood the re- 
mark that I made, and did not vote as they did 
with a view of violating what had been the unin- 
ee courtesies, heretofore, of the Senate. I 
stated that I preferred to speak on the resolutions 
that had been postponed until to-day, and made 


the special order upon my motion, with a view of | 


my having an opportunity to address the Senate 
on them, and that if that should not be done, I 
could make my speech on the other special order; 
but I preferred not to do it. I did not say that I 


would not make my speech on the other special 
order. 


Mr. CLARK. Will the Senator from Mis- 
sour allow me to ask him how longa time he will 
require, with a view of making a motion to post- 
pone this Kansas bill as long as may be necessary. 

Mr. POLK. I will state to the Senator that I 


cannot tell exactly how long I may speak to the 
Senate. i 


patience unnecessarily. 

Mr. CLARK. I move to amend so as to post- 
pone the consideration of the bill until half past 
three o’clock; and then 1 will move another post- 
ponement, if that is not long enough. 


I hope, however, not to weary their 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 


must be taken on the longest time first. A mo- 
tion is made to poripens the further considera- 
“on of the bill until Wednesday at one o’clock 


Mr. GRIMES. I have been requested to move 
that that bill be taken up and acted uponat once. 
I believe it is a bill merely proposing to change 
the name ofa vessel. I make that motion. 
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move that it be taken up and specially assigned 
for to-morrow at one o'clock. 

Mr. LATHAM. 1 believe that bill has al- 
ready been made the special order for to-morrow 
at one o’clock. . 

Mr. WILSON. No, sir;ithas not. It isout 
of place. I have inquired at the Secretary ’sdesk. 

Mr. LATHAM. Then I hope the motion 
will be agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
that the Senate take up the Pacific railroad bill, 
for the purpose of assigning a day for its consid- 
eration. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
the Committee of the Whole, resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. No. 701) to secure 
contracts and make provision for the safe, cer- 
tain, and more speedy transportation, by railroad, 


of mails, troops, munitions of war, military and 


| naval 


There being no objection, the joint resolution | 


was read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
It was reported to the Sen- 
ate without amendment, ordered to a third read- 
ing, read the third time, and passed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
= ’ 


| by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
| House had passed the following bills, in which 
| the concurrence of the Senate was requested: 


A bill (No. 929) for the relief of the register of 
the land office at Vincennes, Indiana, and for 
other purposes; and 


A bill (No. 583) for the relief of the heirs and 


legal representatives of Jean A. B. Dauterive. 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed a bill (No. 914) making appropria- 
tions for the naval service for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1862; in which the concurrence of 
the Senate was requested. ‘ 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. . 

The message further announced that the Speaker 

had signed the following enrolled bills; which 





thereupon received the signature of the Vice Pres- | 


ident: 


A bill (H. R. No. 921) for the relief of the | 


assignee of Hon. David C. Broderick; and 
A bill (S. No. 144) for the relief of Jeremiah 
Pendergast, of the District of Columbia. 
PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 
The message further announced that the House 
had ordered the printing of the following docu- 
ments, on January 12, 1861: . 


between the Atlantic States and 
those of the Pacific, and for other purposes; and 
it was postponed to, and made the special order 


stores, 


| of the day for, to-morrow at one o’clock. 


FORTS AND ARSENALS IN THE STATES. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution, submitted by Mr. Hunter 
on the 2d instant: 


Whereas certain forts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, 
and other needful buildings, have been placed under the 


| exclusive jurisdiction of the United States by a cession to 


that effect from certain States, and it may be the desire of 
one or more of those States to resume the jurisdiction thus 
ceded: Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved, That the President of the United States 
ought to be authorized by law, upon the application of the 
Legislature, or of a regular esnvention of the people, of any 
such States, to retrocede this jurisdiction to such States, 
upon taking proper security for the safe-keeping and return 
ot allthe property of the United States, or for paying for 


| the value of the same if destroyed or injured by the act of 
| any of the States making such application. 


The pending question was on the amendment 
of Mr. Trumsutt, which was to strike out the 
preamble, and all the resolution after the word 
‘‘that,’’ and, in licu of it, to insert: 

We fully approve of the bold and patriotic act of Major 
Anderson, in withdrawing from Fort Moultrie to Fort Sum- 


| ter, and of the determination of the President to maintain 


that fearless officer in his present position; and that we 
will support the President in all constitutional measures to 


| enfurce the laws and preserve the Union. 


A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 


transmitting a transcript of certain private land 


| claims in New Mexico—ordered at twelve o’clock 
| and fourteen minutes. 


A letter from the Secretary of War ad interim, 


| transmitting information in relation to depreda- 
tions committed by the Indians in the Territories | 


of Oregon and Washington—ordered at twelve 


| o’clock and fifteen minutes. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- | 


sentatives were severally read twice by their 


| titles, and referred as indicated below: 


A bill (No. 929) for the relief of the register of 


; the land office at Vincennes, Indiana, and for 


other purposes—to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

A bill (No 914) making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1862—to the Committee on Finance. 

A bill (No. 583) for the relief of the heirs and 
legal representatives of Jean A. B. Dauterive— 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

RAILROAD TO TIE 

Mr. WILSON. 


motion in regard to business. 


PACIFIC. 


On a motion of 


| mine the Pacific railroad bill lost its place; | now 


I desire to make a simple |} 


| fear. 


Mr. POLK. Mr. President, in the momentous 
crisis precipitated upon the country, | have feit 
constrained hitherto to refrain from participating 
in the debate occasioned by it. I have feared that 
if I should speak | might say something which 
might be productive of harm; that, under the 
pressure of excitement or of interest for my State 
and constituents, | might not heed as implicitly 
as [ ought the dictates of moderation and patriot- 
ism, 

But, representing, in part, on this floor, a State 
whose welfare | know is most deeply involved—a 
border slaveholding State, and though one of the 
youngest, yet one of the most populous of the 
southern States; indeed, the first of all of them 


| in white population—I feel that duty allows me 


, sed quale 
Suit.” 


to remain silent no longer. 

Mr. President, the Roman historian, Tacitus, in 
describing the condition of the eternal imperial 
city when about to receive the shock of one of 
those startling revolutions which transferred the 
imperial purple from one Empercr to another, 
used this language: ** Non tumultus, non quies, 
magne ire, magni metus, silentium 
There was not tumult, there was not 
quiet; but the silence of great wrath and great 
This, | apprehend, 1s the condition of the 
southern half of our Confederacy at this hour. 


| The noise and excitement of the late presidential 


canvass are past. The contest is decided. Sec- 
tionalism and anti-slavery fanaticism have tri- 


'umphed; their candidates are elected; and now 
| there is the calm, the silence, of men settled in 
| their purpose to accept the stern alternative forced 


upon them by the result. Now look, in the other 
direction, at the North. What isthe state of the 
case there? At first astonishment; then, among 
the honest and patriotic masses, regret, profound 
and wide-spread. 

The two sections are brought by the result face 


| to face, not in fraternal greeting, but in unnatural 


antagonism, separated by a geographical line. 
W hat is the condition of thingsall over the entire 

Confederacy, both North and South? Universal 

panic, prostration of credit, public and private. 





ee ee 


s — 


mae 


m 


Py 
q 
E 
of 
; 
i 


reciente hepato 


an al er 


us «s (seer 


= ; 


oa 





356 


Why, Mr. President, our Government has just 
advertised for a loan of $5,000,000, and she could 


only get half of it bid for; nor even that except 


at usurious rates of interest, running up to the ex- 


sreme of thirty-six per centum per annum. Fail- | 


ures and bankruptcies, stagnation and embarrass- 
ment everywhere and among all classes. Business 
languishing; trade crippled; commerce curtailed; 
industry paralyzed; artisans and mechanics idle 
for the want of employment; factories stopp d 
and operatives discharged; suffering among the 
laboring poor; and families without necessaries 
even now, and want,and perhaps starvation, just 
before them m the future; and this glorious fabric 
of our Union even now tottering to its fall. Four 
of the pillars that sustained the towering edifice 
are already removed; and among them, one of 
the original thirteen upon which it first reposed. 
Six others are on the point of being removed; 
soon to be followed, it may be, by half of the res- 
idue, including among the slaveholding States the 
first and the last to come into the Union. 

Mr. President, the circumstances which sur- 
round us are enough to force us to pause and to 
ponder. And if we do so, we shall perceive the 


cold shadow of events still more startling coming | 


upon us in the future, 
war begias to rise up befure us; but we are not 
yet abie to discern the form thereof. 

Sir, I feel, for one, that we are in the midst of 
a crisis unprecedented in our history. It may be 
the very crisis of our country’s fate. 

Some affect to ignore it all; as, for instance, the 
Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Wape,]} who first ad- 
dressed the Senate. 

Some, again, try to argue against it. That is 
the wisdom of the ostrich, which thinks to escape 
his pursuers by hiding his head in the sand. 

Others still strive toallay apprehension. 
still,’ they say; ** there is no sufficient cause for 
danger.’’ Grant it; and the danger is not thereby 
removed. Whatconcerns us, and what we ought 
to be concerned about, is the magnitude of the 
evil. It matters not how trifling and insignificant 
the cause. A verysmall leak will sink a line-of- 


Even now a vision of civil | 
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tion of the spirit of the Missouri conipromise. 
Moreover, the admission of California destroyed 


the equilibrium in the Senate between the slave- 1 


holding and the non-slaveholding States forever, 


and put the South a: the mercy of the North. || Very case the supreme court of Wisconsin co, 
But the complaint, [ repeat, is not against the | 


Government. itis against the action of certain 


States, and of the people of those States—States | 


which are the partics to the constitutional com- 
pact,on which rests the Union of which they and 
their southern sisters are alike members. 

They reap special advantages from the Union, 
in the protection it gives to their manufacturing 
industry; in the bounties it lavishes upon their 
fishing interests; in the discriminations it imposes 
in favor of their commerce; in the millions of ex- 
penditures it pours annually into their lap; and 
they ery very loudly.for its preservation, while, 
at the very same time, they are violating the Con- 
stitution Which supports the Union. ‘They vio- 
late the compact on their part, and insist that 
theirsouthern confederates shall be required, nay, 
coerced by force and by war, to keep it on their 
part; as if, in the language of Mr. Webster, ‘*a 
compact broken on one side was not broken on all 
sides.’” They pass their personal liberty bills— 
there are some exceptions; I single them out, and 
honor them—bills in the very teeth of the Con- 
stitution, in contempt of it, and intended to de- 


| prive their southern brethren of their uidoubted 


| rights under the Constitution. 


These bills not only do wrong and injury to || 
| their southern brethren, but they intensify the | 


wrong by adding insult to the injury. They are 


“ec Be i 


battle ship; and when the noble craft has gone | 


down forever, it will not relieve the disaster to 
point out the smallness of the cause. You may 
tell me never so eloquently how she was able to 
battle with the storm-king on his own element, 


and to vanquish him; but the fact still remains | 


that the gnawings of an insect has sunk her into 
the abyss. The American Revolution, says Mr. 
Webster, was fought on a preamble. Is it not 
wiser and better to admit the truth, and look the 
danger full in the face? Then we may hope to 
prevent, or at least to avoid it. 


“The prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth him- 
self; but the fool passeth on, and is punished.” 


But there are causes, Mr. President, for the | 


verilous condition of affairs which is upon us. I 
wren Senators say, ‘* state your grievances; draw 
up your bill of indictment;’’ implying that there 
are no grievances, and that no bill of indictment 
can be drawn up. They are in error. They 
say, ‘* you complain of the Government; and yet 


the Government has been, for most of the time, | 


in the hands of the Democratic party.’? Here 
they are in error aguin. The complaint fs not 
against the Government. 
is a great mistake. To be sure, the action of the 
Government affecting the institution of slavery 


To assume that it is, | 


has been prejudicial to the South, and violative | 


of its constitutional rights. 
That was the case when the admission of my 


own Staté was resisted, and the Missouri restric- | 


tion was enacted into a law. The South has 


passed in States where it has been admitted on 
this floor a fugitive slave scarcely ever goes—not 
one in forty years, according to the Senator from 
Vermont, {Mr.Corzamer.}] A high-spirited peo- 
ple may bear wrong, but it is quite too much to 


expect that they will bear with patience insult |} 


added to the wrong; and this, too, from those 
standing in the relation of friends and brethren. 
** It was not an cnemy that reproached me,’’ says 
the word of inspiration; ‘* then I could have borne 
it; but it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide 
and mine acquaintance.”’ 

The fugitiveescapes. Ishe delivered up in obe- 
dience to the command of the Constitution? 
sir: he is harbored and secreted and hastened on 
his way. If the master is passing through the 
State, is he bid *gGod-speed ”’ in the spirit of 
friendship and fraternity? On the contrary, his 
slave is enticed away by false promises, or is 
ravished from him by force. Underground rail- 
roads are established, stretching from the remotest 
slaveholding States clear up to Canada. 


our slaveholding communities, to steal away the 
slaves. 

The constitutional obligation for the rendition 
of the fugitive from service is violated. The laws 
of Congress enacted to carry this provision of the 
Constitution into effect are not executed. Their 
exccution is prevented. Prevented, first, by hos- 
tile and unconstitutional State legislation. Sec- 


' ondly, by a vitiated public sentiment. Thirdly, 


i them. 


borne the weight of that unconstitutional restric- || 


But 


tion for more than a quarter of a century. 


she did not complain, because it was the work in || 


part of southern men. 
That was the case again in the passage of the 
Oregon territorial bill. President Polk, a south- 


ern man, deprecated the blow aimed against the | 
rights of the citizens of the slaveholding States | 


Yet, yield- | 


by that bill as unjust and unequal. 


ing to what he deeined the spirit of the Missouri | 


compromise, he signed it. He signed it, be- 
cause Oregon was north of the compromise line 
of 36° 30’ 

That, still again, was the case in the admission 
of California. California did not lie north of 36° 
30’; and her constitution did not tolerate slavery; 
and yet she was admitted into the Unien, in viola- 


by the concealing of the slave, so that the United 
States law cannot be made to reach him. And when 
the runaway is arrested under the fugitive slave 
law—which, however, is seldom the case—he is 
very often rescued. It is said that, in such case, 
when suits are brought against the rescuers, 
courts and juries will enforce the laws against 
But all this is accompanied by delay and 
vexation, and the most serious expenses—far ex- 
ceeding the value of the slave. And even when 
judgment is obtained, it is, in many cases, value- 
less, for nothing can be made on the execution. 
The rescuers are either worthless negroes or 
equally insolvent white men. But worse than all, 


| these rescues are always accompanied by violence, 


| illustration. 
and the life of his master—whom I know well— | 
. was put in imminent peril. 


and consequently by the most imminent peril to 
the master. They are effected by mobs of ex- 
cited and fanatical white men and reckless black 
men, themselves runaway slaves. 

Sir, | know gentlemen of my own State who 
have slaves in a northern city, worth thousands of 
dollars, who prefer to bear the loss of them rather 
than jeopardize their lives in attempting to recover 
them. The very case to which the Senator from 
Wisconsin [Mr. Doouittre] alluded is a strong 
The slave was rescued by « mob, 


He has never reeov- 


No, 


Secret | 
agencies are put to work in the very midst of | 
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_ ered his slave; he has never recovered a dollar of 
| his value, although he has spent more than his 

value in the endeavor. He has recovered judg. 
| ment,and incurred costs,and thatisall. And inthis 


. - — ee n- 
mitted the judicial outrage of deciding the fucitiye 


slave law unconstitutional. And even yet the 
fruitless litigation is notended. This lawless, ss 
| is felt with special seriousness in the border slaye 
| States. The underground railroads start mostly 
| from these States. Hundreds of thousands of doj- 
|| lars are lost annually. And no State loses more 
| heavily than my own. Kentucky, it is estimated 
| loses annually as much as $200,000. The other 
|| border States, no doubt, lose in the same ratio 
| Missouri much more. : 
But all these losses and outrages, all this disre- 
| gard of constitutional obligation and social duty 
| are as nothing in their bearing upon the Union, 
‘| in comparison with the animus, the intent and 
| purpose, of which they are at once the fruit and 
'| theevidence. They demonstrate thatthe authority 
_ of the Constitution has ceased to be respected at the 
| North. That instead of fraternal feelings—instead 

of the good faith which ought to subsist between 
| confederates—there are animosity and bad faith. 
| And it is rendered worse stil! by the consideration 
| that it was not so in the earlier and better days of 
| the Republic. Then there were loyalty to the 
|| Constitution and kindness towards the South. 
|| These are now changed, it is to be feared, into 
disloyalty and hatred. If so, how remorseless js 
that hatred? 


| 
* Earth hath no hate like love to malice turned, 
| Nor hell a demon like a brother scorned.” 
| I fear 
| 
! 
| 
' 


Is this a gloomy ee er ? 
worse picture 


| it is not equal to the sa 
| is yet to be added. 
These sentiments have become the animating 
spirit of a political party. They have found ex- 
| pression in its platform of principles; they have 
_ nominated candidates for the Presidency and Vice 
| Presidency; and they have elected them bya strict- 
| ly sectional vote. 
| The candidate just elected to the Presidency 
| was the first man of his party to enunciate 
the dogma that there is an irrepressible conflict 
| between the slaveholding and. non-slaveholding 
| States. This house of the Constitution, made 
| by our fathers, and which they supposed, by being 
' 
| 
' 


reality. 


divided into many apartments, was thereby ren- 

dered more commodious for a harmonious family 
| of numerous and happy States; this Union, we 
i} have been told, is a house divided against itself. 
‘| The Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Puen,] not long 
since, showed, beyond cavil, that Mr. Lincoln, 
|| in uttering that sentiment, had referetice toslavery 
| in the States; not merely in the Territories, but 
‘| also and especially in the States. 
| Moreover, Mr. Lincoln has announced the dan- 
‘| gerous dogma that, in point of political rights, 
| the negro is the equal of the white man. Ina 
| speech made by him at Springfield, Illinois, on 
| the 17th of July, 1858, he said: 


| “1 adhere to the Declaration of Independence. If Judge 
| Dovevas and his friends are not willing to stand by it, let 
|| them come up and amend it. Let them make it read that 


| all men are created equal, except negroes.”’ 
j 


| Again: 

| My declarations upon this subject may be misrepre- 
|| sented, but cannot be misunderstood. I have said that | do 
| not understand the Declaration to mean that all men were 
created equal in all respects. They are not equal in color; 
; but I suppose that it does mean to declare that all men are 
| equal in some respects; they are equal in their right to ‘life, 
| liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.’ Certainly, the negro 
|| is not our equal in color—perhaps not in many other re- 
spects; still, in the right to put in his mouth the bread his 
| own hands have earned, he is the equal of every otherman, 
|| white or black.” 

| ‘This needs no coniment; its meaning is plain 
| and unequivocal. I now beg to call the attention 
| of the Senate for a moment only to the platform 
| upon which Mr. Lincoln secured his election. 
| Considering the history and antecedents of this 
| party, no man can doubt that the following a 
\ tion of the second resolution was intended to be 
'| applied to negro slaves: 


| « We solemnly reassert the self-evident truths that all 


among which are those of life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
| happiness; that governments are instituted among men 
secure the enjoyment of these rights.°’ 

And that it denies that there can many —_ 
of property in slaves, is clearly shown in the fifth 


j 
| 
’ 
i 


are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, 


to 


resolution, in whieh it is declared that the pres 
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ent Democratic Administration has exceeded the 
worst apprehensions of the convention, (the Chi- 
cago convention,) among other things, ‘‘in con- 
struing the personal relation between master and 
servant to involve,’’as they say, ‘* an unqualified 
property in persons.”? And again, the eighth 
resulution is as follows: 

“That the normal condition of all the territory of the 
United States is that of freedom. That as our republican 
fathers, When they had abolished slavery in ali our national 
territory, ordained that no person should be deprived of 
life, liberty, or property, without due process of law, it be- 
comes our duty, by legislation, whenever such legislation 
is necessary, to maintain this provision of the Constitution 


against all attempts to violate it. And we deny the author- | 


ity of Congress, of a Territorial Legislature, or of any indi- 
viduals, to give legal existence to slavery in any Territory 
of the United States.” 

Now, consider this in connection with the dec- 
Jaration made on the floor of the United States 
Senate in 1857, by the Senator from New York, 
{Mr. Sewarp,] who may be considered the leader 
of the party, that the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States must be reformed, which means that 
thenational judiciary must be abolitionized; and is 
it not evident that the writ of habeas corpus might 
be brought into use to effect the liberation of the 
slaves in the slaveholding States? Is not sucha 
mnrpose palpable, and such a result probable ? 
\ That, then, could the slaveholding States expect, 
after the election of such a candidate upon sucha 


platform, but that all the patronage and all the | 


power of the Federal Government, in allits depart- 
ments, would be brought to bear upon the insti- 
tution of slavery in the South, in order to com- 
pass its destruction ? 

To this effect have been the plain and unmis- 
takable avowals of the Republican party since the 
election of its candidates. It has constituted the 
theme of their rejoicings; it has rung from the 
press; it has spoken from the rostrum. Leading 
editors and politicians have reiterated it. 


The | 


attitude and temper of the party have been not | 


merely more arrogant, but more hostile and more 
threatening, since their triumph than before, evine- 
ing a determination to use their victory against 
the rights of the slaveholding States of the Union, 
regardless of the consequences. 


The New York Tribune, which may be said to | : z , 
: | section and State of our broad republic; and it 


have been the war-horse of Mr. Lincoln’s cam- 

aign, and whose editor is supposed to have been 
bie special friend in the Chicago convention, 6n 
the 22d of December last, published the following: 


“We are enabled to state, in the most positive terms, | 


that Mr. Linceln is utterly opposed to any concession or | 


compromise that shali yield one iota of the position occu- 


pied by the Republican party on the subject of slavery in | 


the Territories ; and that he stands now, as he stood in May 
last, when he accepted the nomination for the Presidency, 
square upon the Chicago platform.” . 

And the Springfield Journal, which is consid- 
ered Mr. Lincoln’s home organ, after the States 
bordering on the Gulf of Mexico had begun to 
evince a determination to take the steps deemed 
necessary by them to insure their domestic tran- 
quillity, published an article in which occurs the 
following strong language: ° 

“Let the secessionists understand it; let the press pro- 
claim it; let it tly on the wings of the lightning, and fall 
like a thunderbolt among those now plotting treason in con- 
vention, that the Republican party, that the great North, 
aided by hundreds of thousands of patriotic men in the slave 
States, have determined to preserve the Union—peaceably, 
fthey can; forcibly, if they must.” 

In a speech made by him, at a public meeting 
of his poumene friends in Massachusetts, shortly 
after the late presidential election, assembled in 
order to rejoice over their victory, one of the Sen- 
ators on this floor from that State [Mr. Wizson] 
is reported ty have said, that they now had their 
heel upon the neck of the slave power. 

And Mr. Giddings, of Ohio, who has the rep- 
utation of having procured the insertion in the 
Chicago piatform of the portion most hostile to 
southern institutions, has lately held forth in the 
following strain: 


“Let it be understood that we do not recognize the right 
of any member of Congress to make platforms for us; that 
we shall not recognize their right or assumption to abandon 
our principles or saerifice our honor, at the dictates of our 
enemies, whom we have triumphantly vanquished at the 
bullot-box.”? 


But, Mr. President, there was no need of his 
holding such language to the members of Congress 
of his party in either House. We know full well, 
‘rom the reports of the committee of thirty-three 
in the House, and of the committee of thirteen in 


the Senate, and from the temper evinced by the | 


TH 


| has triumphed. 


| her for its destruction? 





members of the Republican party, including both 
Senators and Representatives, that they have 


shown a disposition as unyielding and defiant as | 


even Mr. Giddings could have desired. Nothing 
is to be conceded, it would seem, even if the de- 
struction of the Union is to be the consequence. 
Sir, at the formation of the Constitution, twelve 
of the thirteen States were slaveholding. And 
even Massachusetts herself had been a slavehold- 
ing colony; nor had she ever abolished slavery by 


any statute law. They all recognized the right | 


of property in slaves. 


The Constitution was adapted to the institution 


of slavery as it then existed, and was in accord- 
ance with the public sentiment of the whole coun- 
try at the time. 
that it recognized property in slaves, and was 
designed to protect it wherever the national flag 
was enfaried on sea or on land, 


Accordingly, no man doubted | 


No question | 


was made as to the right of the master to carry | 


his slave with him into the common Territories 
of the Union. Even the men of Massachusetts 
would no doubt have conceded it. Its denial 
would have lessened the market, and consequently 
depreciated the price that the New England slave 


trader might get for the slaves he was importing | 


from Africa by the ship-load. The flag of the 
Union protected this property on its passage from 
Africa to the slave States of the South. 
ties of the country with foreign nations Specially 
stipulated for the indemnification of the loss of 
slaves. This was done in Jay’s treaty. 
done in the treaty of Ghent; and the treaty for 
the acquisition of Louisiana recognizes and pro- 
tects the right of property in slaves 

But the times have changed. States have 
changed their institutions; and now eighteen of 


The trea- | 


It was | 


of them are non-slaveholding—a majority in num- | 
ber, and the majority in population—and now the 


political power of the country is in their hands. 
But the Constitution is not changed. No amend- 
ment has been added to it on the subject of sla- 
very. It remains exactly the same to-day that it 
was in 1789. Yet, Mr. President, what do we 
now behold? A political party has been organ- 
ized upon the one central idea of hostility to sla- 
very,and its ultimate and certain abolition inevery 


It has wrought a revolution in 
the public sentiment of the country against sla- 
very, and is about to inaugurate a revolution in 
the policy and administration of the Government 
for its extinction. 

Mr. President, has the South no cause for alarm 
for the safety of her institutions, and the security 


— 


of her rights? Is not her very existence at stake? | 
| How long could she retain the institutionof sla- 
very after the whole power of the Federal Gov- | 
ernment shall have been brought to bear upon | 


Think what could be 
effected by the Federal legislation. Abolition of 
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mur, to the destruction of such anamazing amount 
ot property? Sir, no people, in any age of the 
world, in any country, or clime, under any form 
of government, has ever submitted to the de- 
struction of a hundredth part of it without resist- 
ance and revolutiog. 

But there is amore horrible result still to fol- 
low, especially in those States where the black 
slaves greatly outnumber the free whites. This 
I forbear to hold up to view. 1 draw a vail over 
it. Let not its horrors be even suggested to the 
imagination. 

] am satisfied, Mr. President, that there exists, 
and is spreading among the masses of the citizens 
of the southern section of our Union, alarm in all 
the slaveholding States, real and profound alarm, 
for the safety both of their property and of the 
lives of their wives and children. The Presiden: 
has sketched this in the following sentences of his 
last annual message: 

“The immediate peril arises not so much from these 
causes as trom the fact that the incessant and violent agi 
tation of the slavery question throughout the North, tor the 
last quarter of a century, has at length produced its malign 
influence on the slaves, and inspired them with vague no 
tions of freedom. Hence, a sense of security no longe: 
exists around the family altar. This feeling of peace at home 
has given place to apprehensions of servile insurrection. 
Many a matron throughout the South retires at night in 
dread of what may befall herself and her children betore 
the morning. Should this apprehension of domestic danger, 
whether real or imaginary, extend and intensify itself unt! 
it shall pervade the masses of the southern people, then dis 
union will become inevitable. Self preservation is the first 
law of nature, and has been implanted in the heart of man 
by his Creator for the wisest purpose; and no politica! 
union, however traught with blessings and beneiits in all 
other respects, can Jong continue, if the necessary conse 
quence be to render the homes and the firesides of nearly 
half the parties to it habitually and hopelessly insecure 
Sooner or later the bonds of such a union must be severed.”’ 

This very alarm is one of the most intolerable 
of the grievances inflicted on the South by the 
ceaseless and systematic aggressions of Northern 
abolitionism and negroism. No people can con 
sent to live in the midst of alarms by day, and 
terror by night. Lastof all others will the Amex 
ican people in the slaveholding States of this Con 
fi deracy consent to it. 

Sir, the “terror by night’ is ranked by the 
sacred penman in the same category with ** the 
arrow that flicth by day, and the pestilence that 


| walketh in darkness, and the destruction that 


slavery in the District of Columbia; abolition in || 


the arsenals, dock-yards, and forts; outlawry of || 


it on the high seas, and wherever the flag of the 
Union floats; exclusion of it from the common 


Territories belonging equally to all the States; | 


circumscribing it as with a wall of fire within the 
States, 


Then let the long and strong arm of the Exec- | 
utive power of the Government be put forth for | 


its extinction within the States. Sir, it will be 
southern institutions and rights. Against almost 
everything else but this, the South might protect 
herself. Cohorts of Federal office-holders, Abo- 
litionists, may be sent into her midst to exert the 
patronage, influence, and power of their offices, 
and to plot and conspire against her proper- 
ty, her peace. Postmasters—more than thirteen 
thousand—with all their employés, controlling the 


mails and loading them down with incendiary | 


documents Add to these, land officers, surveyors 
of iand, surveyors of ports, collectors of customs, 


assistant treasurers, judges and marshals, each of | 


these, with all his employés, intent upon one aim. 
What institution could withstand such an inva- 
sion, such sapping and mining? Even the Senator 
from Ohio [Mr. Wape] is not surprised that the 


| citizens of the slaveholding States should begin 


to arouse themselves from their supineness. 


wasteth at noon-day.”’ 

I am also satisfied, sir, that there ts a settled 
purpose on the part of the people of the southern 
States to have the difficulties now brought upon 
them settled fully and forever, and settled at once. 
Nothing short of this will meet the exigencies of 
the present crisis. And in order to such settle- 
ment, irrepealable amendments of the Constitu- 
tion ought to be made, covering the following 
points: 

1. Express and unequivocal recognition of the 
right of property in slaves. 

2. A similar recognition of the right of the 
owner to take his slaves into the common terri- 
tory of the United States, and to have his right 
of property in them protected by the Federal 
Government there, and wherever else its’ jurisdic- 
tion extends. 

3. That Congress shall have no power to abol- 
ish slavery in places under its immediate juris- 
diction situated within the limits of the States 


; | that permit the holding of slaves. 
mighty to the pulling down of the strongholds of || 


4. Nor within the District of Columbia, so long 
as slavery shall exist in either of the States of 


| Virginia or Maryland, nor without the consent of 


the inhabitants, nur without just compensation 
first made to such owners as do not consent to such 
abolishment. 

5. Nor shall Congress have power to prohibit 
or hinder the transportation of slaves from one 
State to another, nor to the District of Columbia, 
nor to a Territory of the United States. 

6. That, when the owner shall be prevented 
from retaking his fugitive slave, or when such 
fugitive shall be rescued from him by force, he 
shall receive compensation for the value of his 


|| slave. 


The slave property of the South, sir, is worth | 


three and a half or four billion dollars. 
be expected that a brave and intelligent people 
would submit without resistance, without a mur- 


All this the slaveholding States ought to have, 


_ and all this the non-slaveholding ought to be will- 


Is it to |! 


ing to concede. They ought to be willing to make 
these concessions, first, for the sufficient and com- 
manding reason that they would relieve the com- 
mon country. 


Secondly. They are fully warranted by the 


- Constitution as it now stands, and are im perfect 
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concord with both its provisions and spirit. Ac- || If I remember correctly the terms of the prop- || dents in the neighboring States 
esition offered by the Senator from Minnesota, || 
{Mr. Rice,]} in regard to the Territories, | prefer || by her as such, than she has been, 


cording to the opinion of the Supreme Court of 


the United States—the appropriate and the ap- | 
pointed tribunal for the arbitrament of such ques- 


tions—the tribunal of last resort—they are ruar- 


| 


antied by the Constitution, asjt was made by our | 


fathers. 


Thirdly. The Republican party has brought | 


about the condition of things which has made 
such concessions necessary, and that same party 
ought to be ready to grant the concessions which 


are needed in order to remedy these evils. If they |} 


j 
} 


j 
| 


have done wrong, or inflicted injury, both justice | 


and magnanimity require that they should make 
prompt and full reparation. In this, at least, you 
will receive the hearty and cordial coéperation of 
the Democracy of the North. The northern De- 


| 


mocracy have always been willing to sustain the | 


Constitution according to its truc construction, and 
80 as to secure to the citizens of the slaveholding 
States their just and equal rights. 


| 


Fourthly. You of the Republican party alone | 


have the power to heal the dissensions which are 
dissolving the Union. The South cannot do it. 


passed out of their hands into yours. The north- | 


ern Democracy are also unabl 

They can only aid you. 
Fifthly. The northern States constitute the more 

populous aud the more powerful section. Con- 


to accomplish it. 


sequently you incur no danger by making the | 


concessions. 

Sixthly. You are the victorious and the domi- 
nant party, and you ought not to be willing to 
abuse your power to the oppression of the van- 


quished and weaker section. Nay, more; stand- || 


ing ina position where a wantof generosity would 
be a reproach, you ought ever to be prompt to 
tender overtures. 

And, lastly, the South asks no pecuniary ad- 
vantage. She only demands safety. 
refused ¢ 

Mr. President, the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. Crirrenpen| has introduced 
into the Senate a joint resolution, proposing a 
number of articles as amendments to the Consti- 
tution. In the main, these articles meet my ap- 
probation, But | frankly confess 1 have objec- 
tions to that one—the first of the series—which 
aren to extend the ‘* Missouri restriction’’ 


Can it be 


| 
i} 
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in the n who are the foes 
of her institutions and her peace shall be regardec 
g : 


while they 


it to that of the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. || were treated as friends? In the changed posture of 


CRITTENDEN. | 


tion. I have it not before me. 
Mr. President, I repeat, that, in my opinion, 


the difficulties and dangers which are thickening || 
|| selected after Mr. Lincoln’s election for abolition 
attack. The New York Tribune, one of the most 


| prominent of the organs of the Abolitio 


around us every hour can be dissipated but by 
one course. Concessions must be made full and 
certain, and that without delay. There is but 
one other alternative left, and that is a dissolution 
of our beloved Union. 

And now, Senators of the Republican party, if 
you are resolved to force this alternative, and 
refuse everything else, all the slaveholding States 
must, of necessity, make common cause —the bor- 
der and more central ones with their sisters of 
the southern extreme; and thus it will be the 
secession, not of one State only, nor of the cotton 
States merely; but of fifteen States. 


|| common institutions and interests, common ties 
| and sympathies, and kindred blood. 
The politcal power, adequate to the task, has 4) 


| 
| 
| 


| 
' 





ine of 36° 30’ of north latitude, through the ter- | 
ritory of the United States, westwardly to Cali- | 


fornia, excluding slavery north of the line, and 


requiring that it shall be protected by the territo- | 


rial government, in all its departments, south of 
the line. And yet, sir, so anxious am | to re- 


' 
j 
i} 
} 


l apprehend that some harbor the belief that | 


there is difference of opinion among the slave- 


They have | 


But I speak of the proposition of || affairs her citizens will be more vigilant and be 
the Senator from Minnesota only from recollec- |) 


1] 


| 


| 





| 


| ing westward should, as far as possible, find homes 1 


‘ee cto And vigilance and preparation ime 
pest guarantees of safety. 

Mr. President, I am sorry to say that Missouri 
seems to be the first of the slaveholding States 


. ; nists 
shortly after the late presidential election ; 


. ‘ : » COnN- 
tained an article on that election. 


In that article 


| it descanted upon the results and bearings of the 
| election generally, and also especially in reference 
to Missouri. It used the following language: 


nce 


** Decply as we all rejoice on the general result of the 
election, there is even greater reason for pleasure and hope 
in the condition of things it thus reveals in Missouri. 

* Here, then, is a slave State entering upon a struggle to 
rid herself of the greatest curse that can ever befall a pe 0- 
ple. She needs our help. She needs the encouragement 


| of the moral influence of the North on bebali of freedom, 
| She needs, above all, that the tide of free emigration p 


Our- 


. S Ipon 
= ; = “> —_ ; @— : apis , ' 
her soil. This part of the subject, especialiy, we commend 


to the attention of all parties who propose to seek for then,- 


holding States, and that when the time comes, |} Selves new abodes in the great West.” 


there will be difference of action. . 
that the border States will refuse to go with the 
more southern ones. This, sir, lam sure, is a 
great mistake. God grant it may not prove fatal. 


They imagine || 


| 


But, sir, if disruption is to be forced upon us, 
we can at least guard ourselves against incursions 
| of that sort. 


| Mr. President, I ought not to say, I will not 


My own State is a border slaveholding State. || say, that Missouri would be better off in the event 


She loves the Constitution which supports this 


| Union with an affection as ardent and as profound 


as that of any of her gonfederated sisters. The 
principles of that Constitution constitute the very 
life-blood of her body-politic. ‘They animate 
and quicken her social system, and thrill and 
vibrate through its every nerve and fiber. Her 
ga.tant sons have always been proud ** to march 
under the flag and keep step to the music of 
the Union.’’ They have rushed to every battle- 


| field when the houor of the Union has been at 


| 


stake. And when, in our last war, Mexicans 
were heeding the exhortation ** to welcome Amer- 
icans to Mexican soil with bloody hands to hos- 
pitable graves,’’ they were quick to accept the 
bloody greeting. Butif you are determined to 
push and precipitate disunion upon the country, 


‘though Iam not authorized to speak for Mis- 


lieve the country, that | would consent to waive || 


my objections, and vote for the article, if peace 
and harmony could be restored, and the Union be 
paper | would vote for the article, although 


fo not think it will do equal justice to the South. || 


The partition of the territory it proposes to make 
is unequal and disproportionate, and for that rea- 
son unjust. It gives by far the larger part of the 
common territory to the North—at least four 
fifths of t. It says, to be sure, that the States 
that may be admitted into the Union, formed in 
this portion, shall come in with or without sla- 


very, accordingly as their constitutions shall pro- | 


vide. But, sir, we all well know, thatif the slave- 
holder is néver allowed to go there with his prop- 
erty, no slaveholding State will ever be formed 
there. This portion of the territory, therefore, 


which, as | have already said, is four times larger | 


than the other, is inevitably forever set apart for 
free States. 

Hut is the other portion, which is by far the 
smaller one, secured to the slaveholding States? 
3ynomeans. For the non-slaveholder may settle 
there as wellas the slaveholder. And, sir, all the 
northern portion being secured to the North, the 
emigrant aid societies will be able to devote all 
their means and energies to occupy the smaller 
southern part. It will, of course, be much easier 
to make the conquestof the one fifth than it would 
of the whol t may be accomplished in one 
fifth of the time. This proposition, it seems to 
me, gives them a more favorable opportunity even 
than they now have without it, of accomplishing 
the cherished object of surrounding the slave- 
holding States with a cordon of hostile non-slave- 


holding ones, as with a wall of fire, so as either to 


smother the institution or to make it destroy itself; 
the scorpion, as they say, surrounded by fire. 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 





i 
| 
| 
; 


| 





| 


sourl, yet I do feel authorized to express my 
belief that she will not hesitate to take her posi- 
tion with the South. Her institutions, her inter- 
ests, present and prospective, her lineage, and the 
manners and habits and sympathies of her peo- 
ple, all ** grapple her to the South with hooks of 
steel.”’ 

The institution of slavery was planted upon 
her soil when it was first purchased by Mr. Jef- 
ferson from the First Consul of the French. 
there still, with the ancient inhabitants of the upper 
Louisiana and their descendants. It has been 
greatly augmented and strengthened by the Amer- 
ican immigration. 
her citizens, to the large extent of perhaps one 
hundred million dollars. It contributes in a 
large degree to the support of her agricultural 
industry. It produces two of her great staples 
almost exclusively—hemp and tobacco. 

Mr. President, let it not be supposed that Mis- 


borders, some of whose people may be hostile to 
slavery. 

Sir, she has already suffered deeply, grievously, 
from this cause; suffered not only by the loss of 
property, but by the loss of the lives of her citi- 
zens. No State has suffered more, none perhaps 
so much. The underground railroad has been 
vigorously operated against her. Abolition incur- 


| 


} 


| 


Itis | 


It constitutes the wealth of || 


| sourt will be deterred from taking her position | 
| beeause she has non-slaveholding States on her || 





of secession than she is now. ButI may say that 
| Tcannot see how she can be greatly worse off. But, 
sir, I do not present before the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States the reasons why Missourians, in case of 
a division of the Confederacy into a northern and 
southern one, will fix the destiny of their State with 
| the South. ‘These reasons are properly reserved 
| for another locality. Yet, Mr. President, 1 am 
| satisfied that the citizens of Missouri do not 
desire to see the disruption of this Government. 





\| It would rend the great heart-strings of the entire 
|| State. 


She would submit to the most painful 


|| catastrophe with feelings like those with which 


| an affectionate daughter would part forever from 
| herlong-loved and deeply-venerated mother. Will 
| you not spare her the mournful separation. 

Mr. President, | do not propose to argue the 
right, under the Constitution, of separate State 
secession. The controversy, in my opinion, has 
| progressed beyond that stage of it. Secession is 
now already an accomplished fact. It has been 
thrice repeated. ‘To stop to argue its constitution- 
| ality is to lag behind the march of events. k 
would be something like discussing the legality 
| of the judgment of a court, after its sentence had 
been executed and the convict hanged. 

Secession having actually taken place in four 
States, and just on the point of taking place inat 
| least three others, we must now deal with is 
consequences. 

Following after secession, there comes upon us 
a questign of more momentous import; and that 
is: has the Federal Government, by the Consti- 
tution, the right to coerce a seceding State back 
into the Union by force? In the emergency which 
| is upon us this is now a practical question; and 
it is as Momentous as it is urgent. 

Gentlemen on the other side seem to me to 
approach the subject under wrong impressions. 

hey seem to think that the States were mat» 
| for the Federal Government, and not the Federal 
Government for the States. But the truth ts, that 
| the Federal Government was made by the States 
for the States. 

Now suppose that Government becomes hos- 
tile in its spirit and destructive in its action to tie 
rights and institutions of the people of a porto! 
of the States: what then? Let the spirit which 





sions have been made into her territory, destroy- || dictated our Declaration of Independence answer. 


ing both life and property. John Brown made 
his first raids into Missouri. As recently as the 
commencement of this very session of Congress, 
she has been compelled to march a regiment of 
her citizen soldiery to her southwestern border, 
to protect her peaceful agriculturists against the 
incursions for robbery and murder of Montgom- 


ery and his band of ** jayhawkers”’ and despera- - 


does. And at this very moment she has a patrol 
of three companies of rangers and one of artillery 
upon that border, in order to maintain her own 
sovereignty upon her own soil. 


On the other hand, suppose it fails to answer the 
purpose of its creation, and instead of insunns 
domestic tranquillity, destroys it: what then’ Let 
the example of the revolutionary fathers, 19 wit)- 
drawing themselves and their States from the 
Government of the old Confederation, answer. 
The Senator from Ohio [Mr. Puen] has said 
that he wi!! not stretch forth his hand to remov’ 


the vail behind which stands the Atlas which 


supports on his shoulders alone the firmament of 
our federative system. But, sir, I have no su h 
| aversion. 1 am willing to see the danger that lies 


Will she be worse off when those of the resi- || beforeus. Ifthis Government is about torush into 
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the vortex of ruin, | want to know it. If civil 
war is removed from us but by a single step, do 
not let me be ignorant of it, lest I take that step 
in the dark. Hide from me the day when the 


dying agonies of my country shall begin; but do | 


pot hide from me the lawless and fatal policy 
which must inevitably plunge her into the mortal 


strife. 


By the tenth amendment of the Constitution— | 


“The powers not delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved 
to the States respectively, or to the people.” 


The power to coerce, therefore, does notexist— | 


cannot exist,,unless it has been delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution. 
no delegation of any such power. It follows, of 
necessity, that the federal Government does not 
possess it. ' 
the Government ought to possess it. 


gle and simple truth that the Constitution nowhere 
gives the power. 

Nor will it answer to attempt to raise the power 
by implication. The very terms of the constitu- 


Sut there is | 


And it will not suffice to argue that | 
All such | 


argument is confuted and confounded by the sin- | 


was postponed by the convention, and was never 
again renewed. (Madison Papers, pp. 192, 198.) 
So that the proposition to give to the General 


| Government the power to coerce a State was dis- 


tional provision just quoted preclude the impli- || 
cation,expressly andemphatically, forever. They | 


utterly exclude any such conclusion. Yet some 
persist in the attempt to deduce the power from 
the nature of compacts. 
torfrom Tennessee,who firstaddressed the Senate, 


I understood the Sena- | 


tinctly put to the convention twice over, on differ- 
ent days, and each time it was refused. 

The convention was exceedingly careful and 
scrupulous on this point of the eee the Fed- 
eral Government, in all of its departments, over 
the States. 

2. The sixth resolution of Mr. Randolph’s plan 
contained another proposition akin to the coercion 
of a State. It was ** that the national Legisla- 
ture ought to be empowered to negative all laws 
passed by the several States, contravening, in the 
opinion of the national Legislature, the articles 


of union or any treaty subsisting under the au- | 


thority of the Union.”’ 

This power was first agreed to. This was on 
the 3lst of May. But afterwards, on the 8th of 
June, it was reconsidered and voted down. It was 
never again renewed. (Madison Papers, pp. 139, 
174.) 


On the 18th of June, Mr. Hamilton also pro- | 


posed aseries of resolutions, embodying his ideas 
of a Constitution. His tenth resolution proposed, 


'in order to prevent the passage of laws by the 


to pursue that course. I[t is said that ** when two || 
parties make a compact, there results to each the | 
"pk of compelling the other to execute it.’ | 


Results from what? 
sult, either, first, from the compact itself, or sec- 
ond, from the fact of making it. It does not result 
from the compact, because we have already seen 
that the compact itself gives no such power to the 
General Government. 
fact of making the compact, because the compact 
itself expressly declares that it shall not vest ex- 
cept by its own express delegation, 

But the States made the compact—the Consti- 


Such power can only re- | 


particular States contrary to the laws of the Uni- 
ted States, that the President should have power 
to appoint the Governor of each State who should 
have a negative upon the laws of the State®f which 
he wasGovernor. (Madison Papers, p. 205.) ‘This 
also was refused. Again: it was proposed, in the 
eighth resolution of Mr. Randolph’s plan, to give 
to the President and a convenient number of the 
Federal judiciary a power of revision of the laws 
of the several States. 


|| (Madison Papers, p. 128.) 


[t cannot result from the | 


tution—not with the Federal Government, but | 


with each other. The Federal Government never 
was a party to any compact with the States. 
Therefore, by the very postulate itself, that Gov- 
ernment can have no right to enforce the execu- 
tion of a compact to which it never was a party. 
The postulate assumed goes upon the further 
assumption, that the Constitution is a compact 


| ready alluded. 


| position. 


between the Federal Government and the States. | 


But that assumption is false in fact. 
If such a power, therefore, as is assumed in 
the postulate—the power of forcible coercion— 
exisis anywhere, it must belong to the other con- 


tracting States, which are parties to the Federal | 


Constitution, and not to the Federal Government. 
The Federal Governmentis the result of the com- 
pact, and that is all. It can only use the powers 


given to itin express terms by the compact, noth- | 
Unless the power, therefore, is vested | 


me more. 
in the Federa! Government by the very terms of 
the compact, or, in other words, by the Consti- 


tution, it can neither coerce a State to remain in | 


the Union, nor punish her when she goes out. | 


3ut no such power is delegated by the Constitu- 
tion io the Federal Government. 

The absence.of this power is no casus omissus 
in the Constitution. So far from it, the very point 


was presented and pressed upon the convention | 


which framed the Constitution, at the very com- 
mencement of its deliberations. The convention 
met, and commenced its labors on the 25th of 
May, 1787. 
29th, Mr. Randolph presented the plan of a Fed- 
eral Constitution. Itconsisted of a series of fifteen 
resolutions. The sixth resolution contained the 
following: 


“That the national Legislature ought to be empowered to 
call forth the force of the Union against any member of the 
Union failing to fulfill its duty under the articles thereof.” 


Only four days thereafter, on the || do not coerce the State. 


But it is said that what is contended for is not 


| coercion of a State; butonly thatthe Federal Ex- 
| ecutive is bound by the Constitution to see that 


the laws of the United States are faithfully exe- 
cuted. This I understand to be the position of 
the Senator from Tennessee, to whom I have al- 
Such I infer to be the position of 


And this was rejected. | 


|| and at the point of the bayonet. 
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Government, refuses to obey the laws. In the 
former case she has separated herself from the 
Union, and put off its jurisdiction. To my mind, 
the difference is a clear, a broad one. But, sir, 
to enforce the laws within the limits of a State 
after she has seceded is an impossibility. ‘This 
position was vindicated a few days ago to the 
Senate by the honorable Senator from Virginia 
{Mr. Hunter] much more ably than { can hope 
to be able to do it; and I shall therefore forbear 
to go over the ground much better occupied by 
him, and shall invoke the attention of the Senate 
to but a single view of it. 

The State has withdrawn herself from the Union. 


ey 


There is not a singte Federal officer within her 


boundaries—no judges, no clerks, no marshals. 
In our Government the laws can be executed only 
by the courts and their officers. ‘The President, 
in fulfilling the duty imposed on him by the Cen- 


| stitution to see that the laws are faithfully exe- 


cuted, has no right to act as judge, jury, and exe- 
cutioner. lle is no autocrat. 
If the United States law is violated, the offense 


| is cognizable under the Constitution only by the 


Federal judiciary. A court must be called; a 
Federal judge must preside; a United States mar- 
shal must be there to execute process, and a dis- 
trict attorney to prosecute the offense. But al! 
this, in the case under consideration, is impossi- 


| ble, because there is not a single one of all those 


| officers within the limits of the State. 


; courts. 


judges and marshals into the State? 
jude 


will 


Do you 
say you will change the laws, and send foreign 
Well, you 
make the alteration of the law,and you send your 
judge and marshal to the State. But the State 
not receive them. She excludes them by 
force of arms. If you are determined to force 
them upon her, it must be done by Federal troops, 
Here is war. 
3ut suppose you shall succeed in forcing your 
officers into the seceding State,and you open your 
The party to be proceeded against must 


| be indicted by a grand jury. This is the first 


step. Without it you cannot put him on his 
| trial. But the grand jury must be citizens of the 
State. Each one of them is prohibited by the au- 


the President elect, if the newspapers of his party || 
| which have spoken on that subject truly give his 


Let us examine this a little. Suppose 
a State sect des, in the exercise either of a con- 
stitutional or a revolutionary right—I do not care 
which, for the purposes in hand. She passes laws 
in conflict with the laws of the United States; they 
may be in regard to the revenue and its collec- 
tion, or the carrying of the mails, or anything 
else. An officer of the State, duly appointed such, 


acting in pursuance of her laws, and in the exe- | 


cution of them, does an act in violation of the laws 
of the United States. The Federal Executive un- 
dertakes to enforce the Federal laws against him. 


| Forthwith the sovereignty of the State, whose 


agent and servant he is, and whose command he 
is obeying, is interposed to protect him. On the 
other hand, the United States Government brings 
its power into play to punish him, Here is neces- 
sarily conflict and coercion. You may call it the 


| execution of the laws of the United States. Itis, 


| them only the more so. 


nevertheless, coercion, and coercion of the sover- 
eignty of a State. 

Mr. President, this is reaching coercion by an 
indirect and roundabout mode; and [ confess that 
that fact does not render its features any the less 
abhorrent tamy mind. Onthe contrary, it makes 
You coerce each indi- 
vidual citizen of the State, and yet you say you 
Then you may hang as 


| a traitor each individual citizen of the State, and | 
the State will not be depopulated, nor lose a single | 


On the motionof Mr. Madison, this proposition |, 


Was postponed, and it was never again called up. 
And it was upon this occasion that he uttered the 
Sentiments quoted a few days since by the Senator 
from Louisiana {[Mr. Bensamiy] in his speech on 


the question of State secession. (Madison Papers, | 


5 Elliot’s Debates, pp. 127, 128, 139, 140.) 


Afterwards on the 15th of June, Mr. Patterson || 


Proposed a project of a Constitution. 


consisted of a series of nine resolutions. His sixth | 
resolution also pees to give to the General | 


overnment the right to coerce a State. 


This alse || 


Thisalso |! 


soul. Sir, such a result is not what is contem- 
plated by the Constitution of the United States, 
when it makes it the duty of the President to sce 
that the laws are faithfully executed. ‘That Con- 
stitution never intended that the Federal laws 
should be executed by force of arms within the 
limits of a State which has, in the most solemn 
and authentic form, withdrawn itself from the 
Union, and displaced the jurisdiction of the Gen- 
eralGovernment. It has respect to the execution 
of the laws of the Union only upon the soil of a 
State while she remains within the Union, and 
subject to its jurisdiction. 

And here, sir, is the exact point of difference 
between secession and nullification. In the latter 
case, the State, still abiding in the Union, and 


thority of his State from finding a true bill, and 
therefore he cannot do it. And each one may be 
liable to the very same kind of a prosecution, and 
therefore he will not doit. And the next step, 
which is also an indispensable one, is, that the 
accused is entitled by the Constitution to be tricd 


| by a traverse jury, which must also be composed 


of citizens of the State. And they, too, for the same 
reasons already stated in regard to the grand jury, 
will not, and cannot, convict the accused. ‘The 
Army of the United States cannot be made to 
play any principal part in the process of enforcing 


| the laws of the United States. 


Nor is the President authorized by the Consti- 


| tution to allow the Army of the United States to 


play any principal part in the process of enfore- 
ing the laws. He can only send the troops to act 
in the capacity of a posse, under the direction of 
the civil authorities. These authorities must make 
demand for the posse, and take the charge of it. 
But in the case supposed, there is neither civil offi- 


| cer to make demand for the aid of the troops, nor 


acknowledging the jurisdiction of the Federal || 


is there any judgment of a court to be exeeuted. 

Now, Mr. President, suppose it be conceded 
that this kind of coercion 1s constitutional, and 
that you are able to put it into operation: what 
result have you reached in the process of it? You 
have inaugurated war—nothing less, nothing else. 
Sir, war is the most terrible of all calamities under 
all circumstances, and for the most righteous of 
causes. It stands first in the dreadful triumvirate 
for the scourging of the nations—war, pestilence, 
and famine; war first and chiefest of the three. 
But this would be the most wicked, horrib.e of 
all wars. It would be civil, internecine war; 
perhaps also servile war. 

In the dreary catalogue of wars that have cursed 
and depopulated and ravaged the earth, there is 
none which is a parallel to what such a war must 
be. ‘The civil wars of the Roman Empire in an- 
cient days, and those of the British in more mod- 
ern, are no types of what this American civil war 
must be. It will bea war of sections—the North 
against the South, and the South against the North. 
It will be a war of families—son against father, 
broth:r against brother, and husband against his 
wife's brother. It willbe bitter, bloody, remorse- 
less, and exterminating. No man can tell when 





3 
* 


; 
; 


PTL 


hs _ 
TR i 
Sneak antenang eee 





360 

it will terminate, and no fancy depict its horrors, 
its universal devastation and ruin. 
drawn by Mr. Burke of the havoc inflicted by 
Hyder Ali upon the Carnatic, will scarcely con- 
vey an adequate idea of tt, 

Sir, is any Senator on this floor prepared to re- 
sort to coercion in order to achieve such results? 
Ought any Senator to be willing to deny to the 
South the constitutional concessions and guaran- 
tecs necessary to maintain her rights and safety, 
at the risk of incurring these consequences? 

Mr. President, for myself, | denounce the pol- 
icy and the construction of the Constitution which 


a _ nl 





The picture | 


must lead to such disasters. If we must separate, | 


let us separate in peace. If Republicanism, hav- 
ing beaten down and subdued the gallant De- 
mocracy of the North, is determined, in spite 


of constitutional guarantees, in spite of social | 


duties, in spite of justice and right, to exterm- 


inate the institution of slavery from every part | 


of the soil of every State in the Union, or else 
to force the slavehulding States to go out of the 
Union, let our separation be without the shedding 
of blood. 

“ Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between thee and 
me, and between thy herdmen and my herdmen, for we are 
brethren. Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me. If thon 
wilt take the Jeft hand, then [ will go to the right; or if 


thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left.”— | 


Genesis, xiii, 8. 

Mr. President, South Carolina has, by solemn 
ordinance, declared herself withdrawn from the 
Union, and repealed the act by which she ratified 
the Constitution and entered into the Confeder- 
acy. 
erately called - her people for that purpose. 
Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida are in the same 
posiuion, 
same path. 

Sir, | am sorry that the good people of these 
States, in the exercise of their high discretion for 


Other States are following close in the |! 








epoch, to that height of happiness and power || to the consideration of the resolutions offe 


which has drawn upon us the gaze and the ad- | 


miration of the whole civilized world. 

3ut far better would it be, Mr. President, that 
dissolution should be arrested and civil war pre- 
vented; that timely concessions should be made, 


amply sufficient to assure to every southern | 


State her rights and her equality in the Union, 
in all time tocome. Then our career as a free 
people would only be momentarily checked by 
this shock of dissolution which is upow us, and 
we should hereafter continue to expand and im- 
prove and advance until we should reach the full 
meridian of national greatness and happiness. 
And, Mr. President, if the spirit of fraternity 
and conciliation has fled from this Congress and 
this Senate Hall, is it clean gone from the coun- 
try forever? Does it no longer move the masses 
of honest and true men of the North? Do they 
not sull love their country, the whole country, 


the South as well as the North? Willthey forget | 
the spiritin which the war of the Revolution was | 


waged: Willthey notrecollect that George Wash- 


ington, a southern man, led their fathers of the | 


North as well as the men of the South in that 
war; that while northern men offered up their 
lives on southern battle-fields, the men of the 
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South as cheerfully shed their blood in defense || 


of their brethren on northern soil? And remem- 


' bering that Heaven itself deals with his creature, 


This has been done by a convention delib- || 


securing their sacred constitutional rights, had not |! 
seen fit to consult with their sister slaveholding | 


States before adopting this policy. These States 
all have the same institutions, the same rights, 
the same blood. Their cause is a common one; 
their policy, it seems to me, ought to have beena 
common one also. 

But, Senators, I will never give my vote nor 


my consent either to coerce or to execute the laws | 


by force of arms in any one of them. To do that 


man, through mediation snd in infinite conces- 


sion; remembering, too, that in order to form the | 
, Constitution of our Government, their fathers 


made concessions upon this very subject of sla- 
very, will they refuse the concessions now de- 
manded by the South, not merely on the score of 
equality and of right, but as necessary to the 
safety of their wives and children? Will they 


not yield them, and so preserve, or, if need be, | 
| reconstruci, the wnion of these American States? | 
Mr. President, I appeal from their Representa- | 


tives to the sovereign people of the North; and 


may God grant to interpose for our country in | 
= ' 


this the hour of her extremity and need. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. 


|| consideration. 


would be to wage wer upon them; and that war | 


could have but one object, and that to subjugate 


the State, and bring her back a captive in chains. | 


Is there any Senator who would be willing to 
achieve that scandalous and monstrous result, 
even if it were possible to accomplish it? The 
Constitution of the United States was never de- 
signed by the fathers to be prostituted to an 
such base purpose of uppression and outrage. ti 
has no aptitude to coerce and hold in unwilling 
unionalienated, hostile, and belligerent States; nor 
to maintain a centralized despotic power to dom- 
inate over subjugated provinces, and to coerce 
their allegiance by the bayonet and the sword. 
itis clear that in the attitude now held by South 
Carolina and the other seceding States towards 
the Federal Government, the laws of the United 
States can be executed there only by the milita- 
ry power of the Government. The attempt will 
be resisted byarms. The very first step therefore 
is, inevitably, civil war. Other States will rush 
to her aid; and it will be a war of one half of the 
States against the other half. 


How can any | 


friend of the Union bring himself to support or | 


countenance such a measure. It will be a disso- 
lution of the Union in blood. In such case, 
there can be no hope of reconstruction. No man 
can be so blind as not to see it. 

But if dissolution must come, let it be peaceful. 


Then there may be a hope for reconstruction; | 
fraternal feelings may be restored; the evil spirit | 
of abolitionism may be exorcised; mutual inter- | 


ests and wants may, as at the first, again attract 
the separated States together. They may again 
send up their delegates to another convention, to 
make another Constitution, which shall indeed 
**form a more perfect Union, establish justice, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mason in 
the chair.) What disposition will the Senator 
make of the resolution now before the Senate ? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
position of it that is agreeable to the gentleman 
who offered it. I will move to postpone it to some 
day that will be agreeable to him, or to lay it on 
the table, and then he can call it up when he pleases. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Kentucky moves to ae the resolution now 
before the Senate on the table. 

Mr. GREEN. 


ator from Virginia to that question before the vote 


| is taken. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I do not object to the reso- 


| lution being postponed in order to take up the | 
resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky. Is | 


| that the object? 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
shali it be postponed ? 

Mr. HUNTER. I should like to have it post- 


To what time 


| poned until Thursday next, so as to give time for 


Senators to act upon the propositions 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved to 
postpone the further consideration of this resolu- 
tion until Thursday next at one o’clock, and make 
it the order of the day for that time. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SLAVERY QUESTION. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Now I submit my 


motuon. 
have a vote of the Senate upon this subject; and 
if the measures which I have proposed are not 


acceptable to the Senate, we may. perhaps, if 


| find favor. 


insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the com- |) 


mon defense, promote the general welfare, and 
secure the blessing: of liberty to themselves and 
their posterity.’’ And the third Union may be 
more lasting and glorious than cither that which 
bore us triumphantly through the revolutionary 


these are disposed of, agree upon others that may 
I wish to act upon the subject. I 
believe when we had this subject under consid- 
eration before, the question was upon the adop- 
tion of the first article of amendment which 
I had the honor of offering. I hope the question 
may be taken on it, and on that question I ask 
the yeas and nays. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


war,or that which has elevated us since that |! from Kentucky asks the Senate to proceed now 


Mr. President, I move | 
that the resolutions which I had the honor of || 
offering some time ago may be taken up now for | 


I will make any dis- | 


lam only desirous, Mr. President, to | 





I call the attention of the Sen- |! 
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red by 


him. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON. I move that the resolutions be 
postponed to and specially assigned for T| oe 
day next at half past twelve o’cloc). 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I hope the gentleman 
will agree to an earlier day than that; we ;¢ 
not to trifle with this subject. 

Mr. WILSON. The Kansas bill comes yp 
on Wednesday, and the Pacific railroad bij| = 
morrow. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, I will 
submit to a motion to postpone it until to-mor- 
row; but as for giving way to the Pacific railroad 
bill or to any other bill, I think the Senate will 
not consider it proper. The people expectat least 
a decision upon hie subject, and I shall insist 
upon it at the earliest period. If the gentleman 
will make a motion to postpone until to-morrow 
I will vote for it; but I will not agree to postpone 
this measure for the railroad bill or for any other 

Mr. WILSON. To-morrow has been assigns d 
for the consideration of the Pacific railroad bil}. 
the Senate have assigned Wednesday for the 
Kansas bill; and on Thursday, at one o'clock, the 
resolution proposed by the Senator from Virginia 
willcome up. I propose to assign these resoly- 


iurs- 


yught 


| tions for half past twelve o’clock on that day; my 


object being to say a few words upon the resoli- 
tions when they shall come up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the Senate 
ready for the question on the motion of the Sen- 


|| ator from Massachusetts ? 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Ido not want to appear 


to be too urgent and too pressing upon the Senate 


| in relation to this matter; but I do think that this 


may well be considered as trifling with the great- 
est subject that can possibly be before this Sen- 
ate, if we consent to such a postponement, and 
make the reason for it the pendency of this or that 
bill. I cannot consent to it; and I hope, if the 
Senate are disposed to treat the subject at all with 
the solemnity that belongs to it, that we shall at 
least show respect enough to the subject to man- 
ifest a temper and disposition to act upon it deci- 
dedly and promptly. The motion is to postpone, 
I believe—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Senators will 


please resume their seats. The Chair cannot hear 


| the Senator on the floor. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. With the per- 
mission of the Senator from Kentucky, | will 
state that it is utterly impossible for us on this 
side, from one cause or another, to hear a word 
that he addresses to us. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Then, Mr. President, 
I move to postpone this subject until to-morrow, 
with an order of the Senate that it shall be taken 
up at half past twelve o’clock, and proceeded with 
to the exclusion of all other business until finally 
decided upon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understands that the motion to postpone to the 
furthest day will take precedence; and the ques- 
tion will therefore be first put on the motion made 
by the Senator from Massachusetts, unless it 1s 
withdrawn by him. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Well, sir, it can be 
taken first on the longest day, and then on the 
shortest. 

Mr. HALE. 
adjourn. ; 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. On that question, I 
call for the yeas and nays. I want this question 
acted upon; and from this dilatory sort of pro- 
ceedings, it seems to me it is evident gentlemen 
are trying to postpone this subject, and give it no 
consideration. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I desire to ask a single 
question: whether, if we adjourn now, It does 
not leave this subject to come up to-morrow as 
unfinished business? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I want the order voted 
upon that we shall continue the consideration of 
this subject until it is disposed of; and upon that 
I want the yeas and nays, and intend to have 
them. 


Mr. GREEN. Mr. President, I desire to ask 


I move that the Senate do now 


| a question of the Senator from Massachusetts. 


he PRESIDING OFFICER. A motion to 
adjourn is not debatable. . 
Mr. GREEN. I merely wished to ask whether 
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it is asa matter of personal convenience and ac- 
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commodation that he makes this motion to post- 


none until Thursday? 
' Mr. WILSON. 
co nt. 1 . 

Mr. GREEN. Then I shall vote against it. 

Mr. WILSON. To-morrow has beenassigned 
for the consideration of the Pacific railroad bill, 
and the day after for the Kansas bill; I do not 
wish to interfere with them, and I should like to 
have this subject go over. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 9, nays 30; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bingham, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, 
Hale, Kings Sumner, Wade, and Wilson—9. 

NAYS — Messrs. Anthony, Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, 
Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, 
Douglas, Fiteh, Foster, Green, Harlan, Hemphill, Hunter, 
Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Ken- 
nedy, Lane, Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, 
Powell, Saulsbury, and Wigfall—30, 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mason in 
the chair.) ‘The question now is on the motion 
of the Senator from Massachusetts to postpone 


"I do not ask it on that ac- || 


| 


| ThePRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the rule required, 
The Secretary read, as follows: 
Special Orders. 


SSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


31. When the hour shall have arrived for the consider- | 
ation of a special order, it shall be the duty of the Chair to | 


take up such special order, and the Senate shall proceed 
to consider it, unless it be postponed by vote of the Sen 
ate. 

Precedence in Special Orders. 


signed for consideration, they shall take precedence accord- 
ing to the order of time at which they were severally 
assigned, and such order shall at notime be lost or changed, 
except by the direction of the Senate. 


Precedence in Special Orders and over General Orders. 
When two or more subjects shall have been assigned for 


the same hour, the subject first assigned for that hour shall 
| take precedence ; but special orders shall always have pre- 


| be postponed by direction of the Senate. 
| Special Orders not to lose their position. 
Special orders shall not lose their position on account of 


|| position on the Calendar, except by vote of the Senate, 


until Thursday next, at half past twelve o’clock, | 


the resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky. 
Mr. KENNEDY called forthe yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 19, nays 25; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Chandler, Clark, 


Doolittie, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, | 


Harlan, King, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, 
Wade, and Wilson—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. 
Crittenden, Douglas, Pitch, Green, Hemphill, Hunter, Lver- 
son, Jolunson of Arkansas, Jolinson of ‘Tennessee, Ken- 
nedy, Lane, Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, 
Powell, Riee, Saulsbury Sebastian, and Wigfall—25. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


Senjamin, Bigler, Bragg, Clingman, | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


recurs on the motion of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky to postpone the resolutions until to-morrow 


at half past twelve o’clock, and make them the 
} 


order of business to the exclusion of all other | 


orders. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
whether it is competent to make an order of that 
character? The resolutions may be postponed, 


doubtless; but is it competent to make an order || 


that they shall be considered to the exclusion of 


I should like to inquire | 


all other business until they be disposed of? | 


Would such an order amount to anything? Will 


not the Senate have it in its power, by a major- | 


ity, at any time, to set that aside? It wouldbea 
change, as it seems to me, of the rules of the Sen- 


seems to me that that portion of the motion is out 
of order, or rather that it would require a change 
of the rules to adopt it. Under the rules, the old- 
est special order set for one o’clock to-morrow, 
for instance, is entitled to be called up at that 
hour; and the Presiding Officer calls up that busi- 
ness at that hour. 


until finally disposed of. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


Is the Senate 


ator from Kentucky ? 
Mr. HALE. If it is inorder toask a division 
of the question, I ask for a division, 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
would suppose that it is proper and competent to 
ask for a division, as thg question is susceptible 
of a division. 
Mr. HALE. Then,I ask for a division. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


|} question. 
es Mr. CRITTENDEN. 1 do not wish to trouble 
or embarrass the Chair or the Senate with any 
questions about order. Itisa subjectabout which 
I do not profess to have any great skill or knowl- 
edge. I suppose, however, it must be a clear 
proposition that the Senate has the right to order 
the course of its business and say that it will act 
upon such a subject until it is concluded, when 
| that subject regularly comes up for action. I, 
however, will withdraw that part of the motion 


ject of action until finally disposed of, and leave 
the question so that they shall be called up to- 
morrow, at the hour named, to the exclusion of 
all other business. I suppose the Senate can 
make that order without any question. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 


|| ator so modify his motion ? 
ate. If there are special orders to which the rules | 
apply, would they not be entitled to precedence, | 
notwithstanding any such vote of the Senate? It | 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. 


way, with the hope that a majority of the Senate 


wiil feel with me that we should act continually || 


on the subject until it is decided upon. 


Mr. COLLAMER.,. 


|| as now modified. 


Now, is it competent for the | 


Senate to-day, by a vote, to change that rule, so | 


as to make this particular business the business 


of the Senate to the exclusion of everything else? | 


Iam certainly against any such proposition as 
that. I doubt if it would be competent for the 
Senate to pass it without changing the rules. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will say to the Senator, that he considers it in- 
cumbent on him to entertain the motion. The 
Senate can make such disposition of the motion 
as the Senate thinks proper. Whether it will 
conflict with the existing rules of the Senate, will 
be for the Senate to decide when that conflict 
may be shown. 
_ Mr. BIGLER. This case isin a nutshell. It 
is not proposed to make arule. It is perfectly 
competent for the Senate at any time to make an 
order, This is to be an order of the Senate. 
The Senate has a right to make an order, and to 
execute an order. It is equally true, that it is 
competent for the Senate to suspend the execu- 


tion of that order, and that is often done; but no | 
question of order or rule can be interposed against || 


this motion, It is competent for the Senate to 
make the order at any time, notwithstanding it 
would seem to be inconsistent with a former order, 
aneang fixing business by priority is a mere 
er, 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to heve the 
rule read which relates to special orders. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 


derstands the question now, as modified, to be, || 
that the resolutions of the Senator from Ken- | 


tucky be postponed until to-morrow, at half past 


sion of all other business. 


| Mr. HALE. 1 ask for a division of that 
question. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 


presumes it is divisible also; and if it be, any 
Senator has a right to call for a division. The 
Senator from New Hampshire has asked for a 
division of the question. The Chair understands 
that it is susceptible of being divided; and so un- 
derstanding, will put the question, first, on the 
motion to postpone until to-morrow at half past 
twelve o’clock. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Now, I will ask for the 


tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is now 
moved that the resolutions be taken up at the 
hour indicated to the exclusion of all other busi- 


demanded. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to understand 
what the gentleman means. Does taking it up to 
' the exclusion of all other business, mean that it 
| shall continue ? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. No, sir; I have with- 


drawn that part of the motion. 


Let the question be stated || ready to vote on these resolutions at any time 


When two or more subjects shall have been specially as- | 


Se 


Mr. FOSTER. I ask if there be any special 
order beside this fixed for to-morrow at half past 

| twelve o'clock? If there be not+as.in my im- 
pression there is not—the residue of the motion 
will be ineffectual and perfectly immaterial, 
whether we pass it ornot. If this subject is made 
the special order for nalf past twelve o'clock to- 


|; morrow, and there be no other, nothing will in- 
| 


|| terfere with this, and this will interfere with 
notking. 


| ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The Chair is 


| informed that there isa special order for to-mor- 


intervening adjournments; nor shall they lose their relative | 


ready for the question on the motion of the Sen- |, 


| 


| 


The Senator | 
from New Hampshire calls for a division of the | 
| order which we make at this time. 


| 
| 
| 
|| The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
| 
| 
| 


The Chair | 


row at one o’clock. 


Mr. FOSTER. 


But not at half past twelve. 
No, sir. 
Then this subject must come 


Mr. FOSTER. 


i} up. 
cedence of general orders, unless such special orders shall 


Mr. SIMMONS. Then I take it there is no 
necessity for saying that it shall be taken up 
at that time, if there is nothing else to interfere 
with it, 

Mr. BIGLER. Senators seem to confound the 
effect of am order and the execution of an order 

| by the body and the rule which controls the Pre- 
siding Officer. Now, suppose the Senate makes 
| that order that these resolutions shall be taken up 
at half past twelve to-morrow, and be proceeded 
with to the exclusion of all other business. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That is not the motion. 
| Mr. BIGLER. Very well; lam using 1 for 
| an illustration. At the hour of one the Chair an- 

nounces that sucha billis the special order. ‘Then 
| it is perfectly competent for the Senate to post- 

pone the bill which is the special order, or refuse 
to take it up, and proceed in the execution of the 
It is all the 
| while in the power of the body, and competent 
| for the body to make this order, It is competent 
| for the body to proceed with its execution. Itis 


|| also competent tor the body to suspend its execu- 


| tion. 


} 


| 
| 


|| Mr. DOUGLAS. Iam aware that it is com- 

petent for the body to postpone if they see proper, 
_even if. we make it a special order; but [I suppose 
| the object of the Senator from Kentucky, and cer- 


|| tainly my object is, to procure action on these 
that these resolutions shall be continued the sub- || 


resolutions. If there is a majority in this body 
determined that we shall not have a vote on his 
| proposition, | want that determination to appear 
|| on the record. The friends of this measure cer- 
| tainly do want action upon it; but if it is determ- 
| ined that by points of order and by giving it the 

go-by and coking up other questions, there shall 


f gi oy || never be a vote, let that purpose be avowed and 
I will modify it in that 


we on the record. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I presume there is nota 
| man in the Sinateneneialy there is not one on 
| this side of the Chamber—who is not perfectly 


|| when they shall come up. 


tweive o’clock, and then taken up, to the exclu- | 


| 


yeas and nays on the other branch of the ques- || 


ness; and on that motion the yeas and nays are | 


It is simply that || 


Mr. BIGLER. Then let us vote now. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. | mean whenever we come 
to the point where a vote is to be taken. There 
is no desire hére to shun the vote. | certainly do 
| not know anybody that desires it. There is not 

a question before the Senate that | am not ready 
| to vote upon when the proper time shall arrive, 
| and the matter has been discussed, without any 
| sort of hesitation. Therefore, as it seems to me, 
|, the object is to sacrifice the rules of the Senate 
| for the sake of having a vote by yeas and nays, 
‘| and putgentlemen on the record ona matter which 
| they do not hesitate to meet at any proper mo- 
| ment. Why, sir, it amounts to nothing. The 
| proposition of the Senator from Kentucky is 
| simply this: to postpone this subject until to- 
| morrow at half past twelve o’clock, and then take 
itup tothe exclusion of all other business. What 
is that? That it shall come upatthathour. That 
is the amount of it. Well, sir, will it not come 
| up on the motion to postpone until half past 
| twelve o’clock, unless there is a previous order? 
| If there isa previous order for that hour, you 
| cannot dispose of it by a vote of this kind, for the 

simple reason that the rule says, that an order 
previous in time shall come up and be disposed 
of first; and you cannot get over the rule of the 
Senate by any provision of this sort. Suppose, 
for instance, there is another order for half past 
twelve o’clock to-morrow, no matter what it is, 
and the Senator proposes to postpone this subject 
till half past twelve o’clock, and then make it 


it shall be taken up in preference to any other || the special order: when half past twelve o’clock 


| business at that time. 


i 


| arrives, will not the previous order come up in 





Dien sone 


s 





Si by 


spite of our order to-day? 


Necessarily so; be- 
cause you cannot by a vote get rid of the opera- 
tion of the rule, and the Presiding Officer must 
eallitup. Then all the effect of this motion, as 
taken now, 1s what is suggested by the Senator 
from Iilinois, and thatis to get a vote upon noth- 
ing for the purpose of having a record. Now, 
sir, | am ready to vote on nothing for that pur- 
vose, if the Senator wants me to do so. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator has said there 
was no one on that side of the Chamber that ob- 
jected to a vote on this question. Inasmuch as he 
seems to assume the rivht to sneak for that side 
of the Chamber, I hope he will now specify aday 
and an hour when we shall have a vote. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I cannot fix it, sir. The 
Senator knows very well that nobody can fix it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If he can speak for that side 
of the Chamber, and there 1s no opposition on 
this, there will be no difficulty in fixing the time 
when we shall have a vote. It is very usual in 
this body to agree by common consent that, ata 
parti ular hour and day, there shall be a vote on 
a measure Ail we want is a vote, and within 
reasonable time, and the shortest period that can 
be fixed; and if there 1s no disposition to keep it 
off by these other measures, why not indicate a 
time when we shall have a vote, instead of calling 
it up from day to day, and shoving it off by other 
questions, postponing and procrastinating until 
the end of the session. I desire to have a time 
fixed, by common consent, at which we may have 
a vote. Iam aware, if the majority are determ- 
ined that we shall not have a vote, they can call 
for another special order, or they can postpone 


this subject. ‘They have the power to give it the | 


{ want to find out whether itis the de- 
termination to give it the go-by, so that we shall 
not have a vote; and ifnot, why not agree then that 
we may have a vote at a particular day or hour? 

Mr. KENNEDY. IL have but a word to say, 
sir. Representing here, as 1 do, with my col- 
leagrue, the State of Maryland—a State as much 


go-by. 


Interested in the settlement of this question as, 


any other—I have refrained from expressing any 
views on the distracting subjects that are now 
agitating the country. 


every reasonable and honorable means that were 
decmed expedient, to settle this question. I have 
been anxious to see this matter brought to a test. 
if the gentlemen on the other side of the Chamber 
do carnestly and really and honestly desire to see 
the question settled before civil war is brought 
upon us, It want to see some test vote—something 
that will show their sincerity, at least—on the 
propositions of the Senator from Kentucky. If 
thy y are rejected, 1 consider that every hope has 
gone; that the last expedient has passed away 
from us; and I want to see whether those gentle- 
men now representing a dominant party in the 
country are willing to meet us in the spirit of 
compromise; and therefore | want the earliest 
yossible vote thatI can get. After that has failed, 
{ shall be prepared to speak for my State. If 
every just and honorable expedient shall fail to 


y- Ihave done so because [ | 
have been disposed, like my colleague, to exhaust || 


bring about a settlement of this question; if the | 


propositions of my distinguished and venerable 
friend from Kentucky, and of the Senator from 


Pennsylvania, will not meet the views of gentle- | 


men on the ether side of the Chamber, f want 


the people of Maryland to know it; and I am | 


prepared then, gentlemen, to accept the issue 
which you present. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I am very sorry to see a 
question of the order of business presented here 
as a test question. I have ros for the last 


three or four weeks, to change the regular order || 
of business, so that a man could speak ona thing | 


that he wished to address the Senate upon; and 
almost all of these propositions have come from 
the other side of the Chamber. 
got as many as haifa dozen distinct propositions 
to compose these troubles; and when a man gets 
up and asks to have his brought up, I vote for it; 
and now this sort of accommodation is attributed 
to a desire to postpone these questions. So far 


I think we have | 


as I know—and I never consult anybody as to |} 


how I shall vote—if I can find what will accom- 
modate a particular Senator who wants to address 


the Senate, | try to get that question before us, || 


that he may be accommodated. 
Mr. WILSON. Do not ask anything on my 
account, 


j 
| 
! 


' 


| 
| sition of them. 


Mr. SIMMONS. I do not ask anything on 
anybody’s account. I want to get at the business 
| in as orderly a way a8 we can; in as temperate a 
way as we can; but above all things, this mere 


question of which of these half dozen resolutions | 


that are up, that involve the same question, shall 
be put ahead of the others, I think, is rather too 
small aquestionto makeatest upon. Ihave no sort 
of desire to delay the general action of the Senate. 
I merely want every man who ts going to address 
the Senate to have up the resolutions in which he 
feels the most particular interest. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Allow me to suggest to the 


Senator that there is no conflict between the dif- | 


ferent movers of propositions as to which shall 
take priority. I believe we all agree to follow the 
lead of the venerable Senator from Kentucky. 
Mr. SIMMONS. But sul the Senator wants 
to make a question on this side of the Chamber, 
that we will not put some one of the half dozea 
distinct propositions that have been made, ahead 
of all the others, and consider it to the exclusion 
ofall the others. Thismorning we gotinto trouble. 
Senators almost thought we were guilty of dis- 
courtesy to them, because we took up onc bill 
when the Senator who was entitled to the floor 
said he was willing to address the Senate upon 
that, as well as anything else; but we corrected 
that in order that he might have his choice. I do 
not recollect, myself, what particular resolutions 


the Senator from Missgnri has been addressing || 
| the Senate upon, but I believe it was on the res- | 


olution submitted by the Senator from Virginia, 


[Mr. Hunter.] If Senators on the other side of | 


the Chamber first call up one of these resolutions, 
and then another, as a matter of personal conve- 
nience to themselves, why should the Senator 
from Illinois get up and say he wantsa test ques- 
tion, to see whether we will not give one the pref- 
erence over the other? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I willanswer. Itissimply 
to have the subject of an adjustment of these dif- 
| ficulties acted upon. 

osition of the Senator from Kentucky, which 
has priority, any Senator can move his own 
proposition as an amendment; and thus we shall 
geta vote in turn on every one of the propositions, 
and come to some definite conclusion on the sub- 


not. 
Mr. SIMMONS. I know the Senator from 
Illinois is very adroit. We have had a discussion 


| to-day on another subject; and he chooses to 


charge us upon this side of the Senate that we 
have accommodated those on that side witha view 
to delay. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not charge it at all. 
Mr. SIMMONS. You want atest on us. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 ask them to show by their 
votes, or by common consent fixing the time, that 
they are willing to act. 
Mr. SIMMONS. We have fixed the time for 


considering these resolutions at half past twelve 


| o’clock to-morrow, and it has been stated from | 


| the Chair that there is no prior order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. At that hour. 

Mr. SIMMONS. 
come up. 
pute with each other about whether they will 
come up or not? 
tucky does not expect that I would interpose any 
objection to following what was his particular 
wish on any subject, whatever others might 
charge. Alli wantis, that business shall be reg- 
ular; and that whoever chooses to address the 
Senate to-morrow may have his choice as to the 
subject on which he will speak. If he chooses to 
address it at half past twelve o’clock, we know 
what the subject will be. It will be these reso- 
lutions. I do not believe a rule of the Senate can 
be overturned by this sort of side-motion. I think 
it is useless to waste the time in disputing about 
which resolution shall come up, because | do not 
know who wants to address the Senate; but these 
will certainly come up at half past twelve o’clock 
to-morrow, and then we may make some dispo- 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, always 
desirous, as faras I can, toaccommodate the views 
and wishes of all gentlemen here; and believing, 
myself, that if the resolutions are taken up to- 


|| morrow at half past twelve o’clock, it will be the | 


disposition of the Senate to continue to debate 
them until they are decided, [** Certainly,”’) and 


When we take up the prop- | 


ject, either that we can pacify the country orcan- | 


Then they will certainly | 
Now, why should we sit here and dis- | 


I know the Senator from Ken- | 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. January 14, 


|| announcing my purpose to move for that course 

‘| of business whenever it shall become necessary 

_ that we shall postpone everything in their way’ 

I withdraw the motion. a 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion js 

withdrawn, and there is nothing before the sg 

ate. , 
Mr. LATHAM. 

|| now adjourn. 

| The motion was agreed te; and the Senate 

| adjourned. 

I] $$ ——$$$_—_____ 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mownpay, January 14, 1861- 

| The House met at twelve o’clock, m, 

| The Journal of Saturday was read and approved 

| 

| 


| 


I move that the Senatp do 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, Jai 
before the House a communication from the 8 


ec 


| retary of the Navy in answer to a resolution of 
| the House of the 9th of January, 1861, cone, ae 
| ing Coston’s telegraphic night signal and go, 
ernor for marine steam engines; which was yo- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
| ordered to be printed. 


|} 
| 
| PEACE OF TILE COUNTRY. 
| 
| 


Mr. ENGLISH. I desire to submit a resoly- 
| tion for the consideration of the House. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 
of business. 


| Mr. ENGLISH. 


I call for the regular order 


lask unanimous consent to 
| offer the resolution, and if there be objection, I 
| will move to suspend the rules. ; 

(| The resolution was read for information, as 
follows: 


Resolved, That the present alarming condition of the 
country imperatively demands that Congress should take 
immediate steps to preserve the peace and maintain the 
Union, by removing, as far as possible, all causes of irrita 
tion and division; and to that end patriotism should prompt 

| a cheerful surrender of all partisan prejudices and minor 
| differences of opinion; and this House, believing the plan 
|| of adjustment proposed by Hon. Joun. J. Crirrenpey, 
|| in the Senate, December 16, 1860, would be an equitable 
| and honorable compromise, invulving no sacrifice to any 
party or section that should not promptly be made for the 
sake of the inestimable blessings of peace and a united 
country, hereby instruct the committee of thirty-three here- 
tofore appointed by the House to report, without delay, the 
necessary measures to carry that plan into practical eflect. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I object to that resolution. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I move to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will remem- 
ber that he cannot move to suspend the rules 
until after the morning hour has expired. 
|| Mr. ENGLISH. Then I give notice that | 
shall endeavor to get the floor hereafter for the 
purpose of moving to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The order of business is the 
call of the States for bills for reference. 

The States were then called for that purpose. 


i WAR DEBT OF OREGON, ETC. 


Mr. STOUT. I have a petition in my pos- 
|| session, signed by some two thousand citizens of 
|| Oregon, praying Congress to pay the Oregon and 
|| Washington war debt, and I wish it referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

It was so referred by unanimous consent. 

DUVAL AND BROTHERS. 

Mr. BURNETT. Will it be in order to offer 
a joint resolution under this call ? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. BURNETT. Then I offer a resolution 
directing the Secretary of the Treasury to pay ' 
Duval & Brothers, merchant tailors in the city of 
Washington, assignees of R. A. Davidge, the 
amount of money appropriated for the benelit of 
said Davidge, by an act of Congress approved 
February 18, 1859. 

I ask the unanimous consent of the House to 
pass the resolution. If the House will indulge 
me in making a statement of fact, [ suppose they 
will pass the resolution without objection. 

By an act of Congress, approved 18th of Feb- 
ruary, 1859, a sum of $118 90 was appropriated 
for the benefit of R. A. Davidge. He was acon- 
stituent of mine, and was at that time a tempo- 
rary clerk in the Treasury Department. He made 
|| anassignment to Duvall & Brothers of this sum of 
| $118 90, to which ae justly entitled. But 
| the Comptroller of the Treasury, upon a technical 
objection, refused to pay the money. Hence !t 
becomes necessary to pass an act of Congress 
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authorizing them to receive it, R. A. Davidge 
has left his residence in this city, and his present 

residence is unknown. I know the facts are cor- | 
rect, and that these parties are entitled to the 
money. 1 

No obiection being made, the resolution was 
ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. BURNETT moved to reconsider the vote | 
by which the resolution was passed; and also | 
moved tolay the motion toreconsider on the table. | 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ENROLLED BILL. 

Mr. THEAKER, from the Committee on En- | 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act for 
the relief of the assignee of Hon. David C. Brod- 
erick, deceased; when the Speaker signed the 
same. 





HARBORS IN OUIO. 

Mr. WADE introduced a bill making appro- 
priations for the repairof the harbors at the mouth 
of the Cuyahoga river, in the county of Cuya- | 
hoga, in the State of Ohio; and also for the re- 
pair or reconstruction of the harbor at the mouth 
of Grand river, in the county of Lake, in said || 
State; which was read a first and second time, || 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

SUSPENSION OF FEDERAL LAWS. 

Mr. GARNETT introduced a joint resolution |} 
to suspend the execution of the Federal laws 
within certain States; which was read a firstand | 
second time, and referred to the select committee 
of five having in charge the special message of || 
the President of the United States. 

PORT OF BALTIMORE. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland, introduced a bill 
to continue in force the act therein mentioned, | 
relating to the port of Baltimore; which was read || 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce 

THE TARIFF. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, introduced a joint 
resolution repealing the tariff of 1857, and reviv- 
ing the tariff of 1846; which was read a first and 
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naturally comes within the province of that com- 
mittee. 


'| objection. . | 


five. 


House to listen a moment, while I introduce, and 
propose to put upon its passage, a bill for the 
relief of Franklin Torry. 


r 


and has been waiting some time for this bill to | 
| pass. 


| sage ofthe bill; but I hope thegentleman, inasmuch | 





second time, and referred to the Committee of 

Ways and Means. 1] 
MODE OF ELECTING PRESIDENT. 

Mr. WHITELEY introduced a bill pein 


an amendment of the Constitution ef the U 


Jnited 

States, in reference to the mode of electing the 

President and Vice President of the United States; 

which was read a first and second time, and re- | 

ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
BUSAN BAYARD. 

Mr. HALL introduced a bill for the relief of 
Susan Bayard, widow of A. W. R. Bayard, de- 
ceased, an invalid soldier of the war of 1812; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

UNION RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. ADRAIN. I beg leave to present the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting held in Newark, New Jer- 
sey, and ask that they be referred to the select 
committee of thirty-three. The resolutions breathe 
the spirit of compromise, and of devotion to the 
Constitution and the Union. 

By unanimous consent, they were referred to 
the committee of thirty-three. 

COLLECTION OF DUTIES. 
Mr. McKEAN introduced a bill to repeal-so 


much of an act regulating the collection of duties, 
&e., approved March 2, 1799, as makes certain 
ports in South Carolina ports of entry; which 
was read a first and second time. 

Mr. McKEAN asked that it be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BRANCH. I object to that reference of 
the bill. 1] move to refer it to the select commit- | 
tee of five to which was referred the special mes- | 
sage of the President. I think that is the proper 
relerence, and I hope there will be no objection 
to its going to that committee. 
. Mr. McKEAN. I object to it; and prefer that | 
it sha!l go to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DAWES. 1 hope the gentleman from 


| 
z > ; , i ; 1] 
New Y ork will permit the biil to go to the select || 
committee. The subject-matter of the bill most || 





| state that the ground of my objection was that I | 
| was not satisfied that the party applying here for 


| was mistaken. 


|| tend the provisions of the resolution relative to 





| a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
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lish a port of entry at Cincinnati, in the State of 
Ohio; which was read a firstand second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. McKEAN. 


Well, I will withdraw my 


ADDITIONAL DOORKEEPER. 
Mr. EDMUNDSON. 


resolution: 


The bill was referred to the select committee of | 


1 offer the following 
‘RANKLIN TORRY. 
Mr. HOARD. 


Resoli ed, That the Doorkeeper be authori zed to appoint 


I ask the indulgence of the |} an additional doorkeeper for the gentleman’s gallery. 


I understand that it is difficult to keep order in 
that gallery,and thatanotherdoorkeeper is needed, 
I offer the resolution in order to preserve the 
order of the House. 

The resolution was agreed to, 

Mr. EDMUNDSON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was agreed to; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 


| 

| 

{| PUBLIC PROPERTY IN TIE SOUTH. 
Does this bill authorize the | Mr. CLEMENS. 

| 


y- Itisa bill authorizing | 
the Treasury Department to reissue lost bonds. 
The proof of the ownership of the bonds, and of 
their destruction by the burning of the steamer 
Austria, is complete. The party lives in Italy, 


The bill was drawn up at the suggestion | 
of the Treasury Department, and provides for 
bonds of indemnity. It is a mere matter of form- | 
ality, and I hope it will pass. 

Mr. QUARLES. 
payment of money? 

Mr. HOARD. It does not. 

Mr. MAYNARD. lLask the gentleman from || 
New York, my colleague on the Committee of | 
Claims, if this case has been before that commit- | 
tee, and if the bill is a report from the Committee 
of Claims? 

Mr. HOARD. Itis. 

Mr. MAYNARD. [was not aware that the 
case had been before the Committee of Claims. I 
would prefer that the bill should go to a Commit- 


I offer the following reso- 
|| lution: 

| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested 
to communicate to this House copies of all deeds made by 
the several southern States to the United States for land to 
be used for forts, arsenals, dock -yards, navy-yards, custom 
houses, post offices, hospitals, and other publie buildings, 
from the commencement of the Government to the Ist day 
of January, 1861, 


Mr. BRANCH. I see in this resolution a very 
fruitful source of litigation, but Ican see no good 
that can result from it. 1 think, therefore, the 


|| tee of the Whole House. || gentleman from Virginia had better withdraw the 


resolution, 

Mr. BURNETT. If objection is made to that 

Mr. BURNETT. If object le to ul 
resolution, is it debatable ? 

The SPEAKER. If objection is made, the 
resolution is not debatable. 

Mr. CLEMENS. The gentleman from North 

arolina was allowed to make objection to the 
Carol ll lt ke object ! 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER. If objection be made, debate 
must stop. 

: . | Nf, PIT ieyyT 
as his attention has been called to the subject, | a: 5 JRNET r. Ears 
will report a bill of a general character to cover || he Sk EARKER, Then it cannot be received. 
all these cases. Mr. CLEMENS. a it saneprrnml for me to 

Mr. MAYNARD. move a suspension of the rules? 
The SPEAKER. Not until one hour has ex- 
pired. The resolution must lie over. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I understood that the call 
was on the States for resolutions for reference 
(only. Idid not suppose that it was competent 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read oy single member to defeat the object of that 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- || ©®!: 
° 4 2° D z | The S TAKT f nn ; » epnlling fne 
ingly read the third time, and passed. _ The SPEAKER. All resolutions calling for 
Mr. HOARD moved to reconsider the vote by on “— the Departments, must lie over 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay || ON® Gy, If ebjes ted to. That is the rule under 

the motion to reconsider upon the table. ae the action of the Chair has taken place. 
The latter motion was agreed to. we, Ir. VANDEV ER. Phe resolution was offered. 
|| The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 

COMMODORE PAULDING. 


|| Brancu] rose,and did got object to the reception 

Mr. POTTLE introduced a joint resolution || of the resolution, but urged his objections to its 
authorizing Commodore H. Paulding to accepta adoption. I supposed that it was before the 
sword and land from the Government of Nicar- || House for consideration, and I think that the ob- 
agua; which was read a first and second time, and jection of the gentleman from Kentucky comes 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


| too late. 
20RNE \ 2 oe » is mistake 
BIG PECAN ISLAND, LOUISIANA. | Mr.BURNETT. The gentleman is mistaken 
Mr. LANDRUM submitted the following res- | 


Mr. BRANCH. I will not object to the pas- | 
sage of the bill as proposed by the gentleman from 
New York. I avail myself of the occasion to | 
say, however, that there oughtto bea general law | 
to cover all similar cases. 

Mr. HOARD. Thiscase has been referred to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and the bill has 
been drawn by him. 


Mr. BRANCH. 


I will not object to the pas- | 


I object to the resolution. 


It is proper that I should 


relief had furnished evidence of his ownership of | 
the lost certificates. It seems, however, that I 





in a point of fact, as the Speaker will remember. 
I rose as soon as the resolution was offered and 


olution; which was read, considered, and agreed || addressed the Speaker; but the Speaker recog- 
to: '| nized the gentleman from North Carolina. As 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reviving the res- 
ervation on Big Pecan Island, Louisiana, so as to authorize 
its sale to the settlers thereon, in accordance with the 
prayer of their petition, and to report by bill or otherwise. 


PUBLIC LANDS IN KANSAS. 
Mr. PARROTT introduced a resoluti@m to ex- 


soon as I could get the floor, I made the objection. 

Mr. VANDEVER. Thenthe gentleman must 
have withdrawn the objection so far as to allow 
the gentleman from North Carolina to make a 
speech against the merits of the resolution, 

Mr. BRANCH. The rule is not that resolu- 
tions which are objected to shall lie over, but 
those which give rise to debate. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I suppose that it is com- 
petent for me to give notice that I will move to 

_ consider the resolution to-morrow. 


STATE OF THE COUNTRY. 
Mr. VANCE, I suppose that as Congress has 


been making speeches to Buncombe for forty 
years, there will be no objection to Buncombe 
making a speech for once, for herself. 1 there- 


sections sixteen and thirty-six, in the ‘Territories 
of Minnesota, Kansas, and Nebraska, to certain 
lands in the Territory of Kansas; which was read 


mittee on Public Lands. 
WAGON AND MILITARY ROADS IN NEBRASKA. 
Mr. DAILEY submitted the following resolu- 
| tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the necessity of appropriations tor 


wagon and military roads in the Territory of Nebraska, and 
| report by bill or otherwise. 


CINCINNATI A PORT OF ENTRY. } 
Mr. PENDLETON introduced a bill to estab- |! 


fore beg leave to offer resolutions from Buncombe 
county, and also from Caldwell county, North 
Carolina, in relation to the state of the country; 
and [ ask that they be referred to the committee 
of thirty-three. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Lllinois. 


I desire to 
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ask if these resolutions are in earnest, or merely 
for Buncombe ? 

Mr. VANCE. They are in earnest. Bun- 
combe never speaks for herself except when she 


t 


is in earnes 
The resolutions were referred to the committee 
of thirty-three, 


NEIRS OF JEAN A. B. DAUTERIVE. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. L ask the unanimous con- 
sentof the House to take up House bill No. 583, 
for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives 
of Jean A. B. Dauterive. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I object until the morning 
hour has expired. 

EVENING SESSIONS. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I offer the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That during this week it shall be in order, after 
four o'clock, p. m., to take a recess until seven o’clock, p. m. 

Mr. JONES. I object to that resolution. 

Mr-SHERMAN. I call the previous ques- 
tion. I offer the resolution in pursuance of the 
understanding entered into on Saturday last. 

Mr. JONES. I object. I wish to inquire of 
the gentleman from Ohio if it is the intention of 
that resolution to have night sessions? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It was the desire and un- 
derstanding on all sides of the House on Satur- 
day that we should have three days’ debate: and 
I offer this resolution simply to carry out that un- 
derstanding, without any desire to debate myself. 

Mr. JONES. I desire to know whether it Is the 
intention of the mover of that resolution merely 
to have debate when we meet at seven o’clock in 
the evening? If so, | will not object to it. But 
if any business is to be attended to at night I will 
object to it. F 

Mr. SHERMAN. It was understood that it 
was the desire of that side of the House that there 


should be general debate for three days. I sup- | 
pose that there is no legislative business to be | 


done. 
Mr. FLORENCE. Ifthe gentleman from Ohio 
would insert in his resolution that the evening 


sessions are to be for the purposes of debate only, | 


that would obviate all the difficulty. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ihaveno objection, if that 
be the desire of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be mod- 


ified so as to make it read, ** for purposes of de- | 


bate only.” 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I object to the 
resolution unless it 1s understood thata quorum 
is to be present. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair suggests to the 
gentleman from Ohio that that is a matter which 
must be controlled by the House. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to | 


ask a question of the Chair. Under this resolu- | 


tion it would be in the discretion of the House, 
as I understand it, to take a recess or not. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. It is only if 
the House desire to have a recess that it will take 
one. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. From the reading 


of the resolution, | cannot tell whether the debate | 


is to take place during the recess or after we meet 
in the evening. For my own part, it seems that 
the proper time would be during the recess. 
{Laughter.] 

Mr. KUNKEL. I desire to ask a question of 
the Chair. As that resolution infringes a rule of 
the House, I ask whether it will not require a 
vote of two thirds to pass it? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes, on re- 
flection, that it does require a vote of two thirds. 


Mr. KUNKEL. Then I call for the yeas and | 


nays on the passage of the resolution. 
he yeas and nays were not ordered. 


Mr. LEAKE. [ desire to make an inquiry of | 
the gentleman from Ohio who offered this resolu- | 


tion. lunderstand him to say that the agreement 
made was for three days’ debate. He now pro- 
poses, it seems, to have no day debate at all, but 
merely to have a session for debate in the even- 


ing. I want to know if the whole is to be oceu- | 


pied in debate ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I offer this resolution for 
the accommodation of other gentlemen. I shall 
not speak myself. It is for the purpose of allow- 
ing three full days’ debate, inaled 
evening sessions. The House can, at any time, 


ing day and || 
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if tired of debate, refuse to take a recess by a vote 
of the majority. The matter will be witain the 
power of the majority. 

Mr. VALLINDIGHAM. Has the amend- 
ment suggested, in regard to limiting the evening 
sessions to debate, been incorporated in the reso- 
lution ? 

The SPEAKER. It has been. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Then I raise the 
point of order, that this is equivalent to a change 
of the rules of the House. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has already de- | 


cided that it requires a two-thirds vote. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. There is another 
rule to which I call the attention of the Chair. 
[t is, that the rules cannot be changed without one 
day’s notice; and I make a point of order upon 
that. 


The SPEAKER. That position is correctly | 


taken. The resolution must lie over. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. ._Do I understand 


the Chair to decide that the resolution is to be laid | 


on the table, under the rules? 

The SPEAKER. Yes; because one day’s 
notice of a change of the rules is required. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 1 understood that 
the resolution was received by the House. There 
certainly was debate, and the resolution was be- 
fore us for our action. I think the point of order 
comes too late. 

The SPEAKER. ‘Phe Chair is of opinion 


that the point of order was made in time. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Then I give notice that, at |) 


the proper time, [ will move to suspend the rules. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 


point of order to apply only to the amendment to 


the resolution, not to the resolution itself, to | 


which IT have no objection. 


The SPEAKER: The resolution is an entire | 


thing. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I withdraw my point 
of order, inasmuch as the gentleman from Ohio 
has informed the House he will move to suspend 
the rules at the proper time. 


ABSTRACTED BONDS. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Lask leave to have acom- | 


munication referred to the select committee of five, 


| on the abstracted bonds of the Indian bureau. It 


is a letter from a former Secretary of the Interior, 
Mr. McClelland. I merely desire to have it re- 


ferred to the select committee of five on these | 


bonds. 

Mr. BOCOCK. [think it is proper, and is due 
to the gentlemen who have been implicated—Mr. 
McClelland among the number—that this letter 
should be referred to that committee, and that the 


subject of it should be investigated. Mr. McClel- || 
| land has been charged with improper conduct in | 


the matter of Indian trust bonds, and he wishes 
to have the subject investigated. [tis due to him 
that it should be. [tis understood that other gen- 


| tlemen who held office under former Administra- 
| tions are placed in the same position; and it is 


equally due to them—Mr. Stuart, of the State of 
Virginia, and other genlemen, are mentioned— 
that the reference should be made, and the subject 
fully investigated. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I will state to the 


| House that the communication Pers by the 


gentleman from Ohio was placed in my hands as 


chairman of the select committee. I advised the | 
| gentleman who handed it to me to have it pre- 


sented to the House and have it referred in the 


| proper way, as, without such reference, the com- 


mittee would not be authorized to take any notice 
of it. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
communication be read. 

It was read, as follows: 


I ask that the 


Detroit, January 7, 1861. 
Dear Sir: I have learned that some letter-writer inti- 
mated that, during the administration of the Interior De- 
partment by Messrs. Ewing, Stuart, and myself, the Indian 


| trust bonds were removed trom the Department for illegit- 


imate purposes. While I was Secretary [ never knew or 


| heard of it, and am confident there is not a particle of truth 


in the intimation. he then Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs (George W. Manypenny, Esq.) was a gentleman of 
scrupulous integrity, an excellent officer, and a zealous 
friend of the Indians. It will be found, upon inquiry, that 


, | adopted every precaution against fraud and peculation, 


not only in the Indian, but all the other bureaus. You will 
oblige me by requesting the present investigating commit- 
tee to direct their attention to fhis matter, and examine it 
thoroughly. 

I deein it duc to Messrs. Ewing and Stuart, my prede 


, a bill to repeal the first aud second sections of the 


I intended my | 





January 14 











ee 


cessors, to state that I never heard any such insinuatio 
against either while I was in the Department. _ 
With high regard, your obedient servant, 


R. McCLELLAN 
Hon. Witit1amM A. Howarp. AND. 

There being no objection, the communication 
was referred to the select committee of fiye On the 
abstracted bonds. 


COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS. 
Mr. ADAMS, of Kentucky. I offer the fo). 


lowing resolution; and move the previous 
tion upon it: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means } 
and are hereby, instructed to report to this House vile 


que 3- 


instanter 
act ap 


proved August 16, 1856, entitled “ An act to regulate tie 


compensation of members of Congress.”? 

Mr. LEAKE. I move to lay the resolution oy 
the table. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Kentucky. I demand tho 
previous question. 

Mr. LEAKE. I am informed that a sing|o of, 


OL 


jection will keep out this resolution. I therefore 


| object to its reception. 


he SPEAKER. The resolution canno: 
received, if objected to. 
Mr. ADAMS, of Kentucky. What am T to 


understand as the ruling of the Chair in regard to 


be 


| my resolution ? 


The SPEAKER. That, asit proposes a change 


| in the rule, it is not in order. 


Mr. HINDMAN. I hope the gentleman fron 
Kentucky will be allowed to offer that resolution, 
It is Washingtonian in its purport, and I think 
we ought to set an example to our fellow-citizens 
in reducing all compensation. I have no doubt 
the gentleman from Kentucky would do so. 


STATE OF THE UNION. 
Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. I ask leave to pre- 
sent a series of resolutions, passed unanimously 


by a convention of the Union and Douglas Dem- 
ocratic party, held in the State of Kentucky. [ 


| was the largest convention ever held in the Stat: 


I ask that they be read. 
Mr. LEAKE. I object to their being read. 
Mr. HINDMAN. Let them be referred to the 


| receptacle of all emanations of that sort—the com- 


mittee of thirty-three. 

They were so referred. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. lLask leave to offer a joint 
resolution proposing amendments to the Consti- 
tution of the United States. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I object. Are any resolu- 


| tions in order except for reference? 


Mr. ETHERIDGE. [ask that this joint res- 


olution be postponed till to-morrow week. 


The SPEAKER. The joint resolution is not 
in order. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Then I object to it. 

The resolution was not received. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I offer the following reso- 
lution for reference: 

Resolved, ‘That the special committee to which was i 
ferred the President’s special message of the 8th instant, 
be, and they are hereby, instructed to consider that portion 
of said message which recommends a reference to tlic vote 
of the people of the questions at issue between the diilerent 
sections of the country, and now agitating the public peace, 
and threatening the speedy dissolution ot the Government, 


and to report thereon at an early day, either by bill or joint 
resolution. 


I ask that it be referreed to the special comsit- 
tee of five of which Mr. Howarp, of Michigan, 
is chairman. 

lt was so referred. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I offer the following resolu- 
tions: 

Whereas the present alarming condition of our national 
affairs, while demanding of the General Government, as the 
common national representative of the whole people of the 
United States, in the execution of its duties, moderation 
and prudence, and a spirit of fraternal conciliation and for- 
bearance, also demands temperate firmness and a distinet 
declaration of the policy which will control the Govern- 
ment in the execution of the constitutional duty of matn- 
taining the common rights of all of the States of the Union: 
Theretore, as expressive of the opinion of this House on 
the pending questions, A d 

1. Resolved, That the right of a State to withdraw from 
the Union, recently asserted in certain qnarters of the Con- 
federacy, is not, in the judgment of this House, recognized 
by the Constitution of the United States, but is wholly in- 


consistent with the manifest design and declared purpose of 


that instrument; and neither the President nor the Congress 
of the United States have been invested by the people in 
the organization of their Government with authority to 
recognize a State, once admitted into the Confederacy, !D 


' any other character than as one of the States of the Union. 


2. Resolved, That by the Constitution the General Gov- 
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-pmnent is invested with the powers necessary for the col- 
ioetion of the public revenues under all circumstances 
* satever, and for the protection of the common property 
of tue people of the United States, wherever the same may 
ho situated, and generally to provide for the common de- 
and general welfare of the United States; the exer- 
of which powers, so far as is necessary to protect and 
ntain the common rights of all of the States, is de 
manded of the General Governmentas an act of good faith, 
and of imperative duty in the execution of the constitu- 
tional trust. y ; 
Resolved, Thatthe Judiciary Committee be instructed 
to report to the House whether the laws now in force are 
<yficient to enable the Government to effectually sustain 
it rights of property situate in the several States, or else- 
where. and to eollect its revenues Where an attempt shall 
be made to resist their collection ; and if, in the opinion of 
said committee, the laws are insufficient, the said commit- 
tev is instructed to report the necessary bill to accomplish 


; 


effectually the objects aforesaid, and making it the imper- 


ative duty of the Government to call into requisition all | 
the powers with which it is invested by the Constitution | 


to protect the property of the United States wherever sit- 
uated, and collect the revenues of the Government in all 


cases Whatever, by the employment of the Navy, or other- || 


wise, as the exigencies of the case may require. 

4. Resolved further, That the measures of the Govern- 
ment, in the temperate vindication of the laws, and in the 
maintenance of the constitutional rights of all ofthe States 
of the Union, shall receive the firm and unwavering sup- 
port of this branch of the national Congress. 

7 

Mr. SIMMS. [ object to the reception of the 
resolution. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
question. I will say, however, that I understand 
that if the previous question is ordered, I shall 
be entitled to address the House upon it after- 
wards. 

The SPEAKER. If the previous question be 
ordered, no debate will be in order under it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I demand the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. SIMMS. I object to the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. 0 
tucky will understand, that if there is a demand 
made for the previous question, as is the fact in 
this case, it is the right of the gentleman to have 
that question settled by a vote of the House. 

Mr. SIMMS. 
the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution was offered 
and received under a regular call of the States for 
resolutions, and must be received, notwithstand- 
ing objection be made. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I ask whether, if the de- 
mand for the previous question be withdrawn, it 
will be in order for me to submit a substitute. 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. GARTRELL. Then I will state that the 
gentlemen from Indiana consents to have the sub- 
stitute proposed read. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 


I object to the reading of 
the substitute. 


Mr.BURNETT. Ifthegentleman from Indiana | 


will allow me, I desire to make this appeal to him: 


| understand, from the preamble to his resolution, | 


that he desires an expression of opinion on the 


part of the House on the questions now exciting | 


the public mind of thecountry. Ifso, I ask him 
\o withdraw the demand for the previous ques- 


tion, and Jet us havea vote between the two prop- | 
ositions—I mean between the one I propose, which | 


is what is known asthe Crittenden propositions, 
and the one proposed in his resolution. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I object to any arrangement 
of the sort. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is out of order unless 
the gentleman from Indiana withdraws his demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr.GARTRELL. I ask to have my substi- 
tute read. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I object. 

Mr.GARTRELL. Well, [ hope the demand 
for the previous question will be voted down. 

_ Mr. BURNE T. I now ask the gentleman 
from Indiana to withdraw his demand for the pre- 
vious question, to enable me to submit, as an 


But I siject to the reception of 


Mr. HOLMAN. No,sir. Ipreferto have an 
expression of opinion upon the part of the House. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. ThenlI move to 
lay the resolutions on the table. 

Mr. BURNETT. I ask the gentleman from 
Indiana to withdraw his demand tor the previous 
quesnon. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must state to the 
gentleman from Kentucky that nothing is in order 
or can be received in the nature of debate. 

Mr. BURNETT. I am not proposing debate. 
I merely ask a gentleman to withdraw a motion, 
which I have the right to do. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 1 will withdraw 
my motion to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. BURNETT. I now again ask the gentle- 


man from Indiana to withdraw his demand for | 


to come In. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I will say to the gentleman 
from Kentucky, that [ do not regard the amend- 
ment he desires to offer as at all in conflict with 
my resolutions. 
Mr. BINGHAM. 


I object to debate. 
Mr. BOCOCK. 


I then renew the motion to 


|| lay the resolution on the table. 


I have called the previous || 


amendment, the Crittenden plan, and let the House | 


vote between them. 
Indiana consent? 
The SPEAKER. The question before the 
‘ouse is upon seconding the demand for the pre- 
Vious question. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The House has 


Does the gentleman from 


appointed a committee, to which has been referred | 


ail propositions of this nature. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. I object to debate. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
man from Indiana to allow the resolutions to go to 
‘he select e@ommittee of five. 


I ask the gentle- | 


‘Mr. BRANCH. [I give notice that, if the de- 
mand for the previous question is voted down, I 
| willmove to refer the resolutions to the select com- 

mittee of thirty-three. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I object to all debate. I call 
for the yeas and nays upon the motion to lay on 
| the table. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


the previous question, to allow my amendment 


Mr. HOLMAN. [trust the House will allow | 


tions. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Unless we can all 
have a chance, I shall certainly object. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Very well. Then, if the mo- 
tion to lay on the table is withdrawn, | will with- 
draw the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. BOCOCK. To enable the gentleman from 
Indiana to withdraw his demand for the previous 
question, | will withdraw the motion to lay on 
the table. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
the previous question. 

Mr. GROW. I rise to a question of order. I 
ask if the morning hour has expired ? 
not, the resolution must be referred. 

The SPEAKER. It has not quite expired. 

Mr. GROW. ‘Then the resolution must be 
referred under the rule. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution was receives 
| in the regular call of States for resolutions. The 


resolution is regularly before the House. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
Indiana if he has withdrawn his demand for the 
previous question ? 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


I have. 


| me to say one word in reference to these resolu- | 
The gentleman from Ken- | | 


If it has | 


rule, in that respect, has not been changed. The | 


I ask the gentleman from | 


Mr.SHERMAN. Irise toa question of order. 


If the gentleman from Indiana withdraws his de- 

mand for the previous question, I propose to de- 
| bate the resolution; end that will send it over. 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman from Ohio 
cannot get the floor for that purpose under color 
of rising to a question of order. I was entitled to 
the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
has not yielded the floor, as the Chair under- 
stands. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
| rose to a question of order, and the point I make 
is this: that he cannot obtain the floor under color 
of a question of order, for the purpose of debate. 


'| If he had struggled with me for the floor in the 


regular way, and had succeeded in obtaining it, 

| I would not complain; but I distinctly addressed 

| the Chair three times in a distinct voice before the 
gentleman was recognized. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio is 
| clearly entitled to the floor, in the opinion of the 
| Chair; and the Chair decides that, debate having 
been proposed, the resolution must go over. 

Mr. KUNKEL. I understood the Chair to 
recognize the gentleman from Kentucky who pro- 
pounded a question to the gentleman from Indi- 


|} ana, to which the gentleman from Indiana re- 
sponded. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair recognized the 
|: gentleman frem Kentueky several times; but on 


The gentleman from Ohio | 
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I withdraw the demand for |) 
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this occasion he recognized the gentleman from 
Ohio. 

Mr. GROW. 
object. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [I desire to state that I did 
not withdraw the demand for the previous ques- 
tion, except for one purpose; and if that cannot 
be accomplished, I desire still to insist on the 
demand. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot recoenize 
these agreements among members. The gentle- 
man from Indiana withdrew his demand for the 
previous question, and debate having been pro- 
posed, it must go over. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I desire to submit a resolu- 
tion; and I call the previous question upon it. t 
submit the following: 

Resolved, That the present alarming condition of the 
country imperatively demands that Congress should take 
immediate steps to preserve the peace and maintain the 
Union, by removing as far as possible all causes of irritation 
and division, and to that end patriotism should prompt a 
cheerful surrender of all partisan prejudices and minor dif 
ferences of opinion; and the House, believing the plan of 
adjustment proposed by Hon. Joun J. Crrrrenpen, in the 
Senate, December 18, 1860, would be an equitable and hon- 
orable compromise, involving no sacrifice to any party or 
section that should not be promptly made for the sake of 
the inestimable blessings of peace and a united country, 
hereby instruct the committee of thirty-three, heretofore 
appointed by the House, to report without delay the neces 
sary measures to carry that plan into practical efiect. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. I rise to a 
question of order. That resolution proposes to 
change the rules, by instructing one of the com- 
mittees of the House, and must therefore lie over 


No debate is in order, and I 


| one day. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes the 
point not to be well taken. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. It has been 
decided to be well taken once to-day. 

Mr.SHERMAN. [eall for tellers on second- 
ing the demand for the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Simms and 
SPINNER were appointed, 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes, 71; noes, 79. s 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr.GROW. I propose to debate this resolu- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. Then the resolution must go 
over. 

JEAN A.B. 
Mr. DAVIDSON. 


DAUTERIVE. 
I ask 


the consent of the 


| House to discharge the Committce of the Whole 
: House on the Private Calendar from the further 


consideration of House bill No. 583, for the relief 
of the heirs and legal representatives of Jean A. 
B. Dauterive. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH objected. 

Mr. DAVIDSON moved to suspend the rules. 

The bill was read. It enacts that the claim of 
the heirs and legal representatives of Jean Antoine 
Bernard Dauterive, late of Louisiana, to a certain 
tract of land in said State, having forty-four 
arpents front on the Mississippi river,and extend- 
ing in depth to the Atchafalya river, bounded 
above by a line beginning on the Mississippi 
river, in township ten, of range thirteen east, of 
the southeastern district of Louisiana, at the lower 
corner of the tract of land surveyed, in the name 
of Vicente Delpino, on the 14th of February, 
1772, by Don Luis Andry, surveyor general of 


| the province of Louisiana, and granted to Delpino 


on the 11th of July, 1774, by Don Luis de Un- 
zaga y Amezaga, the ne Governor of said 
province, and confirmed by the Government of the 
United States to Joseph Hebert as claim No. 406, 
and running north west thence until it strikes Atch- 
afalaya river,and bounded below by a line begin- 
ning on the Mississippi river forty-four arpents 


| below the beginning of the upper line, at the upper 


corner of a tract of land surveyéd, in the name of 
Antonio M. Dorval, on the 12th of March, 1772, 
by Don Luis Andry, surveyor general of said 
yrovince, and granted Dorval by Don Luis de 
ae y Amezaga, Governor under the Spanish 
Government, on the 7th of July, 1774, and con- 
firmed by the Government of the United States to 
Barbé Chlatre as claim No. 206,and running south 
forty-five degrees west from there until it strikes 
the Atchafalaya river, with the exception of and 
excluding therefrom the front thereof on the Mis- 
sissippi river to the depth of forty arpents from 
the river, be confirmed to the heirs and legal rep- 


oO 


resentatives of Jean Anteine Bernard Dauterive. 
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That the surveyor gen¢ral of the United States for 
Louisiana be directed to survey the tract of land 
as described in section one, excluding therefrom 


the first forty arpents in depth fronting on the 
Mississippi river, and to certify in his plats of 
survey What portions of the land are held under 


confirmed French or Spanish titles, or have been 
sold by the United Stat 8, or granted, disposed of, 
or appropriated as swamp lands, in any other 
manner Whatever; and in this, as well as in all 
other cases where a confirmed claim remains un- 
satished, and the owner thereof is entitled to acer- 
tificate of location, the surveyor general shallissue 
to the claimant, or his legal representative, a cer- 
tificate of location for a quantity of land equal to 
the portion of the confirmed claim which remains 
unsatisfied; and upon the production by the claim- 
ant or his legal representative of sucha certificate 


of location in any of the aforesaid cases before the | 


General Land Office, and upon satisfactory proof 
being exhibited by the party producing the same 
that he is the true owner thereof, he shall be enti- 
tled to receive, in his own name, certificates or 
scrip for the amount thereof, divided into tracts of 


eighty acres, which may be located upon any of | 
the public lands of the United States subject to | 


private entry, at a price not exceeding $1 25 per 
acre. And the certificates of location or scrip 
shall be assignable, and the assignment shall be 
executed and attested in such manner as the Sec- 
retary of the Interior shall direct. That for so 
much and such portions of the Jand embraced in 
the confirmed claims heretofore mentioned as is 
not held under other confirmed claims, or has not 
been sold or otherwise disposed of, or appropri- 
ated by the United States, as also for the land 


which may have been located with the certificates | 


of location or scrip authorized to be issued by 


section two, the owners of the claims and serip or || 


their assigns shall be entitled to patents, to be 
issucd by the President of the United States. 

Mr. BRANCH. I would like to know whether 
the bill has been examined by any committee of 
this House.+ Is it a bill reported from any one 
of the standing committees of the House ? 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Objection is withdrawn to 
taking up the bill and putting it on its passage; 


and | therefore withdraw my motion for a sus- | 


pension of the rules. I move that the bill be 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 
The SPEAKER. ‘The bill was reported from 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. DAVIDSON. I move to reconsider the | 


vote by which-the bill was passed; and also move 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


MILITIA OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. STANTON. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House for leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the State 
of the Union be discharged from the further consideration 
of House bill No. 860, to provide for organizing and disci- 
plining the militia of the District of Columbia ; and that the 
same may be made a special order for to-morrow, the loth 
instant, and from day to day until finally disposed of. 


Mr. JONES. I object. 

Mr. STANTON. Then I move that the rules 
be suspended for the purpose of allowing me to 
introduce that resolution. 

Mr. JONES. 1ldemand the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SICKLES. IL ask for the reading of the 
bill. 

‘The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
bill will be read. 

Mr. SICKLES: I understand that it is a very 
long bill; and as I understand its general pur- 
port, [ waive my demand for its reading. 

Mr.STEVENSON. I demand that the bill be 
read. 

Mr. STANTON. The pending resolution is 
to make the bill a special order for to-morrow, 
and not for this day. As I do not ask for the 
consideration of the bill to-day, I do not know 
that any gentleman has the right to demand that 
the bill shall be read at this time. 

Mr. STEVENSON. In my judgment, the 
House has a right to hear what it is that is pro- 
posed to be made a special order. 


\| letter. 














Mr. STANTON. The bill will take half an 
hour to read it. 
will make a brief explanation of it. It is a bill 
that has been prepared by a board of Army 
Oflicers, 

Mr. BURNETT. If the gentleman be per- 
mitted to make his explanation, I want it te be 
understood that I shall ask for an opportunity to 
respond. 

Mr. STANTON. All I want to say is, that 
this is not a bill got up now, but one reported at 
the last session of Congress. 

Mr. BURNETT. 1 understand it fully. 

Mr. BOTELER. Before the bill is read, | want 
to put a question to the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. 


the gentleman will proceed. 


Mr. BOTELER. I desire to ask the chairman || 


of the Committee on Military Affairs, in order 
that gentlemen of the House may understand it, 
whetlter this bill was prepared with reference to 
any existing difficulties ? 

Mr. STANTON. It was not. It was pre- 
pared, in pursuance of a law passed two years 
ago, by a board of Army officers, and it was re- 
ported from the Committee on Military Affairs by 
my colleague [Mr. Penp.eton] at the last ses- 
sion of Congress, Itisa bill arising, not out of 
a temporary, but a permanent condition of affairs 
in this District. 

Mr. BOTELER. 
fications in the bill? 

Mr. STANTON. None at all. The bill is 
the same that was reported at the last session from 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BOTELER. 1 desire that fact to go to the 
country. 

Mr. BURNETT. I hope that I may be per- 
mitted to say a word in reply. This bill, in fact, 
establishes a standing army of six thousand men 


Have there been any modi- 


in this District of Columbia, subject to the will of | 


the President of the United States; an army to be 
roustered into service at his discretion, and to be 
supplied out of the military stores of the United 
States, exactly as the ae Army is. Let the 


House understand that fact, and let members vote || 


accordingly. Shall this standing army be estab- 
lished in this District, under the command of the 
President, and to be supplied with arms, camp 
equipage, and indeed all the necessary military 
stores, from the store-houses of this Government? 
Mr. STANTON, 
not now in order. 
Mr. BURNETT. This bill, Mr. Speaker, 


Authorizes this army, in time of insurrection, to 


| td&e possession of this Capitol—that is, if they 


think proper to do so. 

The Clerk read the bill in extenso. 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I have a let- 
ter from the late Secretary of War, indorsing 


| this bill; and I ask the Clerk to read it for the 
| information of the House. 


Mr. JONES. I object. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I ask my col- 
league to permit me to move an amendment to 
his resolution. Itis as follows: 


Resolved further, That the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union be discharged from the further 


consideration of House bill Ne. 65: ** A bill to amend the | 


act of April 23, 1808, entitled ‘ An act making provision for 
arming and equipping the whole body of the militia of the 
United States,’ ”’ and that as soon as the bill relating to the 
militia of the District of Columbia shall have been dis- 
posed of, said House bill shall be a special order from day 
to day until the same shal! nave been disposed of.”’ 

Mr. STANTON. There is no connection with 
that bill and the one I desire to get before the 
House. I cannot, therefore, agree to accept the 
gentleman’s resolution as a modification of my 
own. ButI have no doubt, when my resolution 
has passed, the House will consent to the intro- 
duction of my colleague’s. I will not object to 
its introduction. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. If my colleague 
does not choose to accept my amendment, of 
course I cannot press it now, nor will I vote for 
the suspension of the rules. 


Mr. STANTON. Lask that a letter of the late | 


Secretary of War be read. 
bill fully. 

Mr. BURNETT. That letter cannot be read, 
except by unanimous consent. The bill is not 
before the House. I object to the reading of the 


It will explain the 


If the House will permit me, I | 


There is no objection; and | 


A discussion of the bill is | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. January 14, 


| Mr. STANTON. If gentlemen refuse to |e 
the letter be read, I cannot help it. I have tried 
to give the House all the information on the Bub. 
ject { am possessed of. If gentlemen object, that 
| 1s their lookout. I hope the rules will be sus. 
|| pended. ei 
| Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Does the gentle. 
|| Man agree to accept my resolution as a modific 
| tion of his own? 
| ; Mr. STANTON. _Idonot. Leteach ry: solu- 
| ion be voted for on its own merits, 
Mr. MAYNARD. Is the question now on the 
| 


a- 


| motion to suspend the rules for the introduction 
| of the resolution in reference to this bill to 9 
ize the militia of the District of Columbia? 


rgan- 


| The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. MAYNARD. The District of Colum) 
| has got along very well for many years with, 
any such bill; and I do not see any good reason 
|| for now proceeding to its consideration. Oy the 
|| contrary, it seems to me that it will add fy 
|| the present excitement. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 111, nays 55; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, Alloy 
| William C. Anderson, Ashicy, Babbitt, Beale, Bineham 
| Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burp. 
ham, Batterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Clemens 
| Coburn, Colfax, Conkling, Covode, John G. Davis, Dawes 
| Delano, Duell, Edgerton, Eliot, Ely, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, 
| Frank, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, Helmick’ 
| Hickman, Hoard, Holman, William Howard, Humphry y, 
| Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon’ 
| Kilgore, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longuecker, 
| Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, Charles D.Martin, MeClernand, 
| McKean, McKenty, McKnight, McPherson, Montgomery, 

Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Oli), 
| Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Pottle, Edwin R. Rey- 
| nolds, John H. Reynolds, Rice, Christopher Robinson, 
Royce, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner, 
|| Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, 
| Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, 
| Van Wyck, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader «. 
|| Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Webster, Wells, Wil- 
| son, and Woodrufi—111. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, Bocock, Boteler, 
| Bouligny, Brown, Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Craw 
| ford, De Jarnette, Edmundron, English, Etheridge, Flor- 
|} ence, Fouke, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Hardeman, J. Mor- 
1 rison Harris, John J’. Harris, Hatton, Hindman, tughes, 
| Jenkins, Jones, Kunkel, Larrabee, James M. Leach, Leake, 
|| Logan, Love, Maynard, Laban T’. Moore, Niblack, Noell, 
|| Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Quarles, Reagan, Riggs, James 


a 
rut 


| to 


venson, Stokes, Stout, Thomas, Vallandigham, Vance, 

Whiteley, Winslow, and Wright—55. 

| Sothe rules were not suspended—two thirds 

| not voting in the affirmative. 

| During the vote, 

Mr. COX stated that his colleague, Mr. Avie, 

| was stil! detained at home by an affliction in his 

| family. 

| Mr. BOTELER said: Mr. Speaker, up toa 

| recent period, I have been in favor of this bill; 

but, under existing circumstances, [ think it most 

impolitic to press it; and I therefore vote in the 

| negative. 

| Mr. CLEMENS. Mr. Speaker, I find that this 
bill for the better organization of the militia of the 

District of Columbia was reported from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs on the 25th of June, 

1860, and that it was indorsed and its passage 
| recommended by the late Secretary of War ina 
'| letter, the reading of which members on this side 
|| of the House have objected to. Seeing nothing 
| in the existing condition of the country that would 
'| not make the passage of this bill as justifiable at 
|| present as it was when reported from one of the 
standing committees of the House, and when it 
was indorsed by the late Secretary of War, I 
vote in the affirmative. 

Mr. COBB. I learn bya dispatch that the con- 
vention of Alabama has resolved that the State 
ought to secede from this Union; and, until I learn 
more on the subject than J know now, I must 
decline to vote. le 3 

\| Mr. FLORENCE. Preferring the cultivation 
of the arts of peace to those of war, I feel com- 
pelled to vote *‘no.”’ ; 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky, stated that his col- 
league, Mr. Maxtory, was confined to his room 
by indisposition. 

Mr. SICKLES said: Mr. Speaker, there are 
upon the statute-book, and now in force, several 
statutes conferring power enough for the purpose 
designed; and I therefore vote * no.”’ 

Mr. BRANCH < stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Rurrix, was confined to his room by indisposi- 
| tion. nator 
| Messrs. MORRIS, of Illinois, and MARTIN, 
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of Virginia, not being within the bar when their || 
names were called, asked leave to vote. 

Objection was made, Ms cuke 

Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia, would have voted 
in the negative. | 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
for the purpose of taking up the Army bill, for 
general debate. ; 
~ Mr. WALDRON. [ask the gentleman to yield 
to me for a moment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I yield tothe gentleman to || 
introduce his proposition, if there be no objection. 

The SPEAKER. A mistake was made in ref- | 
erence to the vote just announced. The vote was 
—yeas 111, nays 56. The Chair votes in the af- 
firmative, and that suspends the rules; and the 
resolution is therefore before the House. 

Mr. STANTON. I demand the previous ques- 
tion on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. BURCH. I have been trying for some 
time to have my vote recorded on the suspension 
of the rules. (Cries of ** Too late!’’} 

Mr. BURNETT. No, it is not too late. The | 
Chair brought the question back before the House | 
after it had been disposed of, and cast his vote; 
and I insist that the gentleman from California 
has the right to vote as well. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks, in all fair- |! 
ness, that he cannot decline to receive the vote of | 
the gentleman from California. The gentleman || 
will vote. 

Mr. BURCH. I vote ** no.” 

Mr. STANTON. Was the gentleman within | 
the bar when his name was called? 

Mr. BURCH. I am a member of the select 
committee of thirty-three, and havea right to vote || 
at any time before the result is announced. I vote 
no,”’ 

The SPEAKER. The vote stands—yeas 111, 
nays 57; so the rules are notsuspended, (two thirds 
not voting in favor thereof.) 


RELIEF OF CERTAIN CHIPPEWAS, ETC. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I now insist on my motion. 

Mr. WALDRON. Let me first submit my 
proposition to the House. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House that the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of House 
bill No. 85, for the relief of certain Chippewa, 

Ottawa, and Pottawatomie Indians. 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
Secretary of the Interior be authorized and directed 
to pay to the Chippewa, Ottawa, and Pottawat- 
omie Indians, now residing in Michigan, and who 
were parties to the treaties made at Chicago on 
the 26th and 27th of September, 1833, between the 
United States and the united nation of Indians, | 
or to their descendants, their full proportion per 
capita of all the sums of money agreed to be paid 
by the United States to the united nation of In- | 
dians by the treaties of July 29, 1829, and Sep- 
tember 26, 1833, and the articles supplementary || 
thereto of September 27, 1833, and of June 5 and 
17, 1846, with the Pottawatomie nation of Indians; 
provided that, upon examination, it shall appear 
that the moneys are still in the Treasury of the 
United States for, or have been paid out to, the 
Pottawatomie nation; whereupon the payments 
shall be made out of the moneys belonging or 
accruing to the Pottawatomie nation. 

Mr. QUARLES objected to the introduction | 
of the bill. 

Mr. WALDRON moved to suspend the rules. 
_ The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
introduced and read a first and second time. 

Mr. WALDRON called the previous question 
ae the engrossment and third reading of the 
nll. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the op- | 
eration thereof, the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WALDRON moved to reconsider the vote 
»y which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

I'he latter motion was agreed to. | 

Mr. SHERMAN. I now renew my motion to | 
£0 into the Committee of the Whole on the state || 











of the Union. But I will say that, if there are | 
any propositions which gentlemen desire to intro- 


||} motéon. 


| between independent Governments. 


duce, which can pass by unanimous consent, I 
shall have no objection to their being introduced 
if [ have the right to hold the floor while they 
do so. ; 

The SPEAKER. 
order. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


That would hardly be in 


The motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILL. 
Mr. THEAKER, from the Committee on En- 


Then I insist upon my || 


rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act for | 


the relief of Jeremiah Pendergast, of the District 
of Columbia; when the Speaker signed the same. 

The House then resolved itself into the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Wasasurne, of Lllinois, in the chair.) 

ARMY BILL. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the committee 

take up the bill (H. R. No. 899) making appro- 


| priations for the support of the Army for the year 


ending June 30, 1862, for general debate. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The first reading of the bill was, by unanimous 
consent, dispensed with. 
The Clerk read the first clause of the bill. 
Mr. McCLERNAND. Mr. Chairman, when 


| an impending danger can be no longer stayed or 


averted, is it not the part of wisdom and duty 
to meet, and, if possible, overcome it? Such, I 
think, isa sound caren of statesmanship. Acting 


| on this belief, | propose rather briefly to deal with 
| the question of secession now actually upon us. 


First, | deny the constitutional right of any State 
to secede from the Union; second, I deprecate the 
exercise of any such assumed right as a measure 


of revolution, which, in the present case, must | 


embroil the country in a sanguinary and wasting 


| civil war. Starting with these postulates, | pro- 


ceed with the effort to make them good. 


Our fathers, just emerged from colonial thral- | 


dom, and jealous of consolidated political power, 
when they come to frame the Articles of Confed- 


eration, adopted in 1778, run into the opposite ex- | 


treme of dispersed and divided power. ‘They 
formed an alliance, or at most a league, of sover- 
eign States, under what might be called a treaty 
In the lan- 
guage of one of the articles, they entered into ‘fa 
firm league of friendship with each other for the 
common defense;’’? no more. Hence the Gov- 
ernment, or Congress of the Confederation, was 
wholly destitute of any essential faculty of sov- 
ereignty. 
rule of action for its constituent body, nor the 


power to enforce one. It was without legislati¥e, 


executive, or judicial authority. It could only 


It had neither the right to prescribe a 


advise, recommend, and entreat; and even the right | 


to do that was closely circumscribed. 

Founded upon a league of sovereign and inde- 
pendent States, its exhibitions of authority were 
addressed to States whose interpretations of their 
Federal obligations might or might not bind them 
to compliance. It acted not upon individuals, 


| nor had the right todo so; but, without coherence, 


without unity of principle or of action, without 
the power to preserve itself or to conserve the 
interests of its authors, like the Amphyctionic 
Council, the Achaen League, the Helvetic, the 
Germanic, and the Belgic Confederacies; like all 
mere national federations, it fell into pieces in 
consequence of its own weight, of its own inher- 
ent weakness and want of vitality. 

The evils of this system disclosed themselves 
in two most striking forms: one in the domestic 
relations of the States; the other in their relations 
with foreign Governments. In regard to the 
former, we learn that the period elapsing between 
the treaty of peace with the mother country and 
the organization of the present Government, was 
one marked by angry controversies and rivalries. 
The conflicting views of the several States in re- 


| gard to their commercial, agricultural, and man- 
| ufacturing interests often prompted them to un- 
| friendly measures, not unfrequently in the form 


of legislative reprisals, having the effect not only 
to cripple their internal trade, but their foreign 
commerce; and incessantly to threaten them with 
the horrors of civil war. 

Foreign nations were encouraged to take ad- 
vantage of this state of things. 


upon our foreign navigation and commerce just 
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to their own interests. They excluded our ship- 
ping from the benefits of their own commerce while 
they daringly and lawlessly strove to monopolize 
the benefits of i 


ours. And, as a consequence of 
these and other kindred measures, our foreign 
navigation was ruined, our agriculture paralyzed, 


our mechanics impoverished, and the litt money 


| remaming inthe country threatened with banish- 


ment from it. ‘To boot of all this, the ordinary 


administration of justice was threatened with over- 


| throw by the clamors and desperation of penniless 


debtors. Indeed, we are informed that such was 
the excess of wretchedness continually aceumu- 
lating from the slow but progressive destruction 


| of all the resources of industry and credit that 


the calamity overwhelming all classes was more 
hopeless than that occasioned by the ravages of 


ithe Revolution itself. 


To remedy these and other evils incident to the 
old system, the present Constitution was adopted. 
How remedy them? is the question now to be con- 
sidered. Was it by restoring the old league of 
independent sovereignties; by repeating the com- 


plete failure realized by it? Such, strange to say, 


is the argument of the secessionists; indeed, of 
all those who insist that the relations of the sev- 
eral States as co-members of this Union, depend 
upon the pleasure, nay the caprice, of each; that 
each has an absolute right, at any moment, to 
withdraw from it; that there is no paramount 
authority anywhere to prevent it. This doctrine, 
although couhtenanced, as I have already said, 
by the theory of the old confederation, is, never- 
theless, contradicted by many of the leading 


| characteristics of the revolutionary epoch. 


Appealing to history, we find that the idea of 
the nationality of the American people is as old 
as the Revolution itself. The authority of the 


| first Congress, meeting in Philadelphia, on the 


4th of September, 1774, was proclaimed in the name 
of the people of the colonies, and not in the name 
of the colonial governments. So, the Declaration 
of Independence was adopted in the name and by 
the authority ‘* of the people of the United State 3,” 
and not in the name and by the authority of sep- 
arate sovereignties. It was a national act, and 
not the act of several parties; it was an act only 
competent to be performed by the whole people, 
because it involved a change of government as to 
all. So, the revolutionary war was a national 


| measure prosecuted for seven years by the com- 


bined forces of all the colonies for the benefit of 
all. So, the treaty of peace, in 1783, was made, 
on the one part, by the United States as one na- 
tion, and by it Great Britain, on the other part, 
recognized our independence as one nation—the 


| United States—and not as separate States. Such, 


too, is the testimony of the angen Court of the 
United States—often repeated arguendo in the 
course of its adjudications. In Penhallow rs. 


| Doane, (1. Pet. Con. Rep. 21.,) Justice Patter- 


| son, delivering the opinion of that court, said: 


“The danger being imminent and common, it beeame 
necessary fur the people or colonies to coalesce and act in 
concert, in order to divert the gathering storm. ‘They ac 
cordingly grew into union and formed one great political 


| body, of which Congress was the directing principle and 


They imposed | 


soul.’? ** The tryth is that the States, individually, were 
noi known nor recognized as sovereign by foreign nations, 
nor are they now.” 


In Ware vs. Hylton, (Idem, p.99,) Judge Chase, 
delivering the opinion of the same court, said: 

“It appears to me that the powers of Congress during 
that whole period were derived from the people they rep 
resented, expressly given through the medium of their State 
conventions or State Legislatures ; or that, atter they were 
exercised, they were implicitly ratified by the acquiescence 
and obedience of the people.”’ 


Again; in Chisholm’s Executors vs. the State 
of Georgia, (Idem, p. 635,) Chief Justice Jay, de- 
livering the opinion of the same court, said: 


« The Revolution, or rather the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, found the people already united for general purposes, 
and, at the same time, provided for their more domestic 
concerns by State conventions, and other temporary ar- 
rangements. From the Crown of Great Britain, the sov- 
ercignty of their country passed to the people of it; and 
thirteen sovereignties were considered us emerging from 
the principles of the Revolution, combined by local con- 
venience and considerations. ‘he people, nevertheless, 
continued to consider themselves, in a national point of 
view as one people; and they continued, without inter- 
ruption, to manage their national concerns accordingly.”’ 


The same idea penetrated the convention that 
framed the Constitution, and ruling its counsels, 


| stamped that instrument with its national impress. 


Both the proceedings of the convention, and the 


such restrictions as they deemed most conducive || language of the Constitution, attest this fact. 
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Early after the convention met, Edmund Rap- 
dolph, of Virginia, offered for consideration a plan 
of government, proposing to enlarge the powers 
of the Confederation; and, among other things, 

roviding that the National Legislature should 
iave power to ‘* call forth the force of the Union 
againstany member of the Union failing to fulfill 
its dutics under the articles thereof.’’ Another 
plan, however, contemplating a National, rather 
than a Federal Government, was finally adopted, 
and became the basis of the present Constitution. 
That plan is embodied in the following resolves; 
which were adopted by the convention: 


‘1. That a union of States, merely Federal, will not ac 
complish the objects proposed by the Articles of Conted 
eration, namely, common defense, security of liberty, and 
general welfare. 

2. That no treaty or treaties among the whole or a part 
of the States, as individual sovereignties, would be suffi 
cient. 

“3. Thata National Government ought to be established, 
consisting of a supreme legislative, executive, and judi- 
clary.”’ 

In support of the same principles, under the 

’ , 
hame of the * Virginia plan,’’ Mr. Randolph 
said: 

“fT am certain that a National Government must be 


established, and this is the only moment when it can be 
done , 


Mr. Madison said. 


It is impossible for the Articles of Confederationto be 
amended—they are too tottering to be invigorated—noth 
ing but the present, (national system,) or something like it, 
can restore the peace and harmony of the country.” 


Mr. Wilson said: 


**'The people expect relief from their present embarrassed 
situation, and look up for it to this national contention ; 
and it follows that they expect a National Government ; 


THE 
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| hensive and perspicuous language of the conven- 


tion, ‘‘ our prosperity, felicity, safety, perhaps our 
national existence’’ itself, depended upon it. 

I come now to Inquire whether the language 
of the Constitution itself does not sustain this 
interpretation of its character. The Articles of 
Confederation declared themselves to be articles 
of ** perpetual union,’’ but were void of power to 
make good the declaration. 


powers of the confederation, declares the same 
purpose. Its preamble is in these words: 


“ We, the people of the United States, in order to form a 
more perfect Union, establish justice, insure domestic tran- 


quillity, provide for the common defense, promote the gen- | 


eral welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves 
and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution 


for the Untrep States or AMERICa.” 


and, theretore, the plan of Virginia has the preference to | 


the other.” 

Mr. Hamilton said: 

“Lt. A good Government ought to be constant, and ought 
to contain an active principle. 2. Utility and necessity. 
3. An habitual sense of obligation. 4. Force. 5. Inthu 
ence.”’ 

Further, and if possible, still stronger evidence 
of the intention of the framers of the Constitu- 
tion, and of the true nature of that instrument, 
may be found in the following letter of the con- 


vention to the President of the Congress of the | 


Confederation, dated September 17, 1787: 


“Sin: We have now the honor to submit to the consid- 
eration of the United States in Congress assembled that 
Constitution which has appeared to us the most advisable. 

** The triends of our country have long seen and desired 
that the power of making war, peace, and treaties ; that of 
jlevying money, and regulating commerce, and the corre 
spondent executive and judicial authorities, should be fully 
and effectually vested in the General Government of the 
Union; but the impropriety of delegating such extensive 


trust to one body of men is evident; hence results the ne- | 


cessity of a different organization. 

** [tis obviously impracticable in the Federal Govern- 
ment of these States, tosecure all rights of independent sov- 
ereignty to each, and yet provide for the interest and safety 
ofall. Individuals, entering into society, must give up a 
share of liberty to preserve the rest. ‘The magnitude of the 
sacrifice must depend as well on situation and circum- 
stance, as on the object to be obtained. It is at all times 
dificult to draw with precision the line between those 
rights which must be surrendered and those which may be 
reserved ; and, on the present occasion, this difficulty was 


Hence, the Constitution, in its very preamble, 
proclaims itself to be the act of the people—*‘ of the 
people of the United States,”’ and not of the States, 
as such, either collectively or individually; and 


at the same time styles the same people asa nation | 


—the ** United States of America;’’ while, viewed 


as an amendment to the Articles of Confedera- | 


lion, it provides for ‘*a more perfect union,”’ as 
a means of insuring the ‘** perpetual union ”’ con- 
templated by those articles. 

In no just view could the States have formed 
such aninstrument. As governments created by 


the people, they had no moral or legal right to | 
destroy themselves, or to abdicate or alienate | 
Their powers were held by them, | 
in trust, for the benefit of the people; who alone | 
were competent to redispose of them, who alone 


their powers. 


are competent to make and unmake governments. 


As the people formed the State governments, so | 
they formed the United StatesGovernment. Each, | 
| alike, sprung from the creative womb of the peo- || 
| ple; a 


alike derives its sovereignty from them. 

As to the process by which the national Gov- 
ernment was formed, it is simple enough. It 
was by the people resuming a portion of the sov- 
ereignty of the States and re-embodying it in the 
form of that government. The extent of its sov- 
ereignty, and of the prohibitions imposed upon 


that of the States, measures the diminution of | 


the sovereignty of the latter. 
national; in another it 1s federal. 


In one aspect it is 
It is national 


| in the objects of its powers, and federal in the 
| limitation of those objects; it is national in what 


| to the States. 


is delegated to it, and federal in what is reserved 
Its jurisdiction is of our external 


| and common internal relations; while that of the 


States is of their respective internal and domestic 
affairs. 

Not only was the Constitution the act of the 
people in its creation, but still more, it is the act 
of the people by virtue of their subsequent formal 
ratification of it, through ee ee ee 
agents. It is true that theact of ratifi 


| performed by the people dividedly, as distinct, local 
| communities, and not collectively; nevertheless, it 


increased by a difference among the several States as to || 


their situation, extent, habits, and partiqular interests. 


‘* Tn all our deliberations on this subject, we Kept steadily | 


in our view that which appears to us the greatest interest 
of every rue American—the consolidatien of our Union— 
in Which is involved our prosperity, felicity, safety, per- 
haps our national existence. This important considera- 
tion, seriously and deeply impressed on our minds, led each 
State in the convention to be less rigid On points of inte 
rior magnitude than might have been otherwise expected ; 


and thus the Constitution, which we now present, is the || Government of the United States relies on its own means, 


result of aspirit of amity, and of that mutual deference and | 


concession which the peculiarity of our political situation 
rendered indispensable. 
* "That it will meet the full and entire approbation ofevery 


State is not, perhaps, to be expected; but each will, doubt- | 


consider, that had her interest been alone consulted, 
the consequences might have been particularly disagree 
able or injurious to others. 
ceptions as could reasonably have been expected, we hope 
and believe. ‘That it may promote the lasting welfare of 
that country, so dear to us all, and secure her freedom and 
happiness, is Our most ardent wish.”’ 


less, 


I hardly need add that this letter was the unani- 
mous act of the convention; and after being signed 


in 


by its president, George Washington, was com- 


That it is liable to as few ex- | 


municated to the Congress of the Confederation | 


by ** unanimous order of the convention.”? And 
what is itsimport? Certainly that the prime ob- 
ject of the convention was to consolidate ‘* one 
v nion”’ by disintegrating a portion of the sover- 
eignty of the States, and vesting the same “ fully 
and effectually’’ in a common national Govern- 


was performeil by the people, and the whole people. 
And so said Mr. Monroe, substantially, in a re- 


| sponsible official form—Mr. Monroe, who had 
_ opposed the adoption of the Constitution, for the 


| very reasons here urged. 


He said: 


* The great office of the (Federal) Constitution, by incor- 


porating the people of the several States, to the extent of | 


its powers, into one community, and enabling it to act di- 
rectly on the people, (the only parties to it,) was to annul 
the powers of the State governments to that extent. The 


| for the execution of (all) its powers, as the State govern- 
/ ments do forthe execution of theirs; both governments 
| having a common original sovereign, the people: the State 


| governments, the people of each State ; the national Gov- 


| ernment, the people of every State; each being amenable 


| tions asa Government, thus originating and thus acting, | 


to the power that created it. Itis by executing its fune- 
that the Constitution of the United States holds the States 
together, and periorms the office of a league. It is owing 
to the nature of its powers, that it performs that office 
better than the confederation, or any league which ever 


| existed, being a compact which the State goveraments did 


not form, to which they are not parties, anf! which exe- 


| cutes its own powers independently of them.” 


Moreover, the Constitution, in the first clause 
of the fourth article, draws an express distinction 
between the ** United States’’ mentioned therein 
and the ** confederation.’’ That clause is in these 


|| words: 


“ All debts contracted and engagements entered into be- 


'| fore the adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid 
|| against the United States under this Censtitutien as under 
'| the confederation.” 


GLOBE. 





ment: and that the infirmities of the Confedera- | 


|| tion created the necessity for it. In the compre- | 


The present Consti- | 
tution, amending, extending and reorganizing the | 


cation was || 
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If the Constitution was only a league or com. 
pact, soluble at the discretion of any of the par- 
ties to it, why this distinction? If it was onlya 
renewal of those articles, why its adoption at all 3 
There was no reason for adopting it if it had not 
been believed to be an improvement upon the sys 

. . . i = ‘ o* 

tem which it was designed to substitute. . 
3ut, independent of this, the Constitution in 
the character of other of its provisions, proves 
|, not only its popular origin, but its paramount au- 

thority and indissoluble nature. It organizes a 

legislative, judiciary, and an executive depart. 

ment, and confides to each its appropriate soyor- 
, eign functions. ‘To the Legislature the enactmey: 
a . . . ® ae 
of laws; to the judiciary the exposition of th, m; 
and to the Executive the execution of them It 
declares that ** Congress shall have power to lay 
| and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and exciges.? 
to ** borrow money,”’ to ** regulate commerce.” 
. , 
to **coin money and regulate the value thereof.” 
| to ** declare war,”’ to ‘* raise and supportarmies.” 
. . . > 9 
to ** provideand maintaina Navy,’’and to “ make 
all laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
| carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and 
all other powers vested by the ‘ Constitution in 
the Government of the United States,”’ &e. 
Mark, I repeat, the nature of those powers: 
they are not only eminently sovereign, but are 
j|, admitted to be so by the plain language of the 
Constitution. The power ‘to lay and collect 
|| taxes, duties, imposts, and excises,”’ is commen- 

surate with an absolute control over the substance 

of the people for the purposes defined in the Con- 

stitution. And the power * to declare war,” and 
| ** to raise and support armies,’’ and * to provide 
' and maintain a Navy,”’ involves an absolute con- 
| trol of the sword; thus combining in the Govern- 
ment of the United States both the sinews and 
the weapon of war. 

On the other ,Jhand, the Constitution declares 
|| that: 

** No State shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or con 
federation, grant letters of marque and reprisal, coin money, 
| emit bills of credit, make anything but gold and silver coina 

tender in payment of debts, pass any bill of attainder, ez 
|| post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts, 

or grant any title of nobility. 

** No State shall, without the consent of the Congress, 
lay any imposts or duties on imports or exports, except 
what may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspec- 

| tion laws; and the net produce of all duties and imposts 
| laid by any State on imports or exports, shall be forthe use 
| of the Treasury of the United States; and all such laws 
| shall be subject to the revision and control of the Con- 

gress. . 
| §**No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay 
any duty of tonnage, keep troops or ships-of-war in time of 
peace, enter into any agreement or compact with another 
State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in war, unless 
| actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as will not 
admit of delay.” 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


In view of both of these provisions of the Con- 
stitution, one positive and the other negative, how 
can it be said that the national Government, pro 
|| tanto, is not sovereign, and the States to the same 
extent subordinate? Any other conclusion secms 
|| to me to be equally irreconcilable with reason and 
| the letter of the Constitution. I say letter of the 
'| Constitution, because the second clause of the 
‘| sixth article of the Constitution declares that— 
|| «This Constitution, and the laws of the United States, 
| which shall be made in pursuance thereof ; and all treaties 
| made, or which shall be made, under the authority of the 
| United States, shall be the supreme law of the land; and 
the judges in every State shall be bound thereby, anything 
| in the constitution or laws of any State to the contrary not- 
, withstanding.”’ 
|| And the Constitution, after thus proclaiming its 
/own supremacy, makes that supremacy @ test 
of official character, by requiring every officer, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


|| whether of the State or national Government, 
swear to that supremacy. Such is the effect o! 

the last clause of the article last quoted from, 

_ which is as follows: 

| The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, 

| and the members of the several State Legislatures, and = 
executive and judicial officers, both of the United mentee 
and of the several States, shall be bound by oath or atirm 
ation, to support the Constitution.” 


| Again: if it were true that the States, as arti- 
| 





ficial bodies, had formed the General Government 

by contributions from their sovereignty; !! this 
_ were so, does it follow that they would have any 
| more or better right to dissolve the Governmen, 
than the people themselves, if it had been form: 
by them: i 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Surely not; for, in the one case, the 
i States, as artificial persons, would stand 1 the 
'| same relation to the common Government, as the 
| people, as natural persons, would in the other; 
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